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Introduction 

1. Brooks Ecological Ltd was commissioned by Kirklees 
Council to carry out a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 
Assessment of the proposed development Site at 
Meltham Greenway Phase 3A.  

2. The assessment applies to the parcel of land shown 
in Figure 1 opposite. 

3. The assessment is informed by a Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal Survey of the Site detailed in 
our report ER-7872-01A. 

4. Biodiversity Accounting metrics are used to quantify 
the value of a site in Biodiversity Units. This helps in 
assessing the ecological impacts of the proposed 
development and can help to inform avoidance, or 
on-Site mitigation levels required; or as a last resort 
can translate to a direct monetary value where 
compensation (off-Site) is required. 

5. For the purposes of metric calculations, the Site area 
has been measured using GIS against the provided 
red line boundary as 0.21ha. 

6. Our assessment has made use of the Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool, and extracts 
from this have been used throughout the report. The 
full spreadsheet has been provided digitally as file 
BM-7872-03 and should be submitted as part of the 
application.  

Figure 1 Extent of BNG assessment (red line boundary). 
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Pre-development baseline 

Habitats identified 

7. Habitats present on-Site are outlined in Table 1, 
opposite. These are shown in relation to location and 
extent in Figure 2 overleaf. 

Condition Assessment  

8. Habitat condition has been assessed as part of the 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the Site. 

9. Information on condition assessments is provided in 
the Excel spreadsheet CA-7872-02 provided 
alongside this report. 

Strategic Significance 

10. Part of the Site overlaps with habitat designated in 
the West Yorkshire Wildlife Habitat Network (WHN) 
and so is mapped as ‘formally identified in local 
strategy’. 

Irreplaceable habitat 

11. Irreplaceable habitats have not been found on Site. 

Habitat Degradation1  

12. There is no evidence on Site or in aerial mapping of 
the Site which suggests that it has been deliberately 
degraded. 

Biodiversity Metric 

13. Habitat types, conditions, and areas have been 
entered into the Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
Calculation Tool, alongside information on their 
strategic significance.  

14. The Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool 
(published 03/07/2025), is provided alongside this 

 
1 See Appendices for further information on degradation. 

assessment, in Excel spreadsheet BM-7872-03, and may be useful in investigating design options for the 
Site.  

Table 1 Habitat Types. 

Habitat Label ref. Irreplaceable? Distinctiveness Condition See Condition 
Assessment sheet 

Lowland mixed 
deciduous 
woodland 

W1 and 
W2 

No High Poor 24B 
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Figure 2 The Site’s habitats assigned to types used in the Biodiversity Metric. Labelled 
codes cross-reference to our condition assessment and description in the PEAR, 
which should be read in conjunction with this report. 

 

Trading Rules 

15. As part of delivering a Net Gain for biodiversity, the BNG process requires that 
trading rules are complied with, such that loss of habitats is compensated for in 
a like-for-like or like-for-better fashion. This is based on habitat distinctiveness.  

16. Once trading rules are complied with, the ‘gain’ component can come from any 
distinctiveness category.  

Habitat Unit Score 

17. The Site has been assessed as having a baseline score of 1.48 Habitat Units. 
These break down as shown in Table 2, below. 

Table 2 Habitat Units broken down by distinctiveness at this Site. 

Distinctiveness Units Approach to compensation if lost 

Very Low 0 No compensation required. 

Low 0 Can be replaced with any habitat of the same 
distinctiveness (low) or any habitat from a 
higher distinctiveness (Medium, High or Very 
High)  

Medium 0 Can not be replaced with habitats from a 
lower distinctiveness.  

Compensation needs to be like for like, or like 
for better. This means it can only be replaced 
by habitat from the same broad categories in 
Medium distinctiveness, or any habitat from a 
higher distinctiveness category (High or Very 
High).  

High 1.48 Can only be replaced with the same habitat. 

Very High 0 Can only be replaced with the same habitat; 
bespoke compensation required. 

Irreplaceable 0 Bespoke compensation required, outside of 
BNG. 
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Post Development - De minimis exemption 

Proposed habitats 

18. Figures 3 and 4 opposite show the Construction Details Plans dwg. HD/ADV-
207/CON/1-1A and dwg. HD/ADV-207/CON/1-1B (Highways Service Kirklees 
Council, September 2024). 

19. The Site has a baseline value of 1.48 Habitat Units made up of lowland mixed 
deciduous woodland. Plans show works to tarmac an existing unsealed path that 
sits beneath the tree canopy. These works will not have a significant enough 
effect to change the habitat type and condition, where the woodland canopy will 
continue to sit above the area of works. Some selective thinning of the canopy 
will occur, however this will not have a degrading effect on the condition 
assessment as the woodland is already assessed as being in poor condition and 
it may have a positive impact on the woodland condition. As a result, there will 
be no loss of habitat on-Site post development.  

De minimus exemption 

20. Under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) regulations 2024, the 
biodiversity planning condition may not apply when a development meets both 
of the following conditions: 

1) Development does not impact an on-site priority habitat. 

2) Development impacts: 

a. less than 25m2 of on-site area habitat with a biodiversity value 
greater than zero; and 

b. less than 5m in length of any on Site linear habitat 

21. In the context of this legislation, habitat is defined as impacted where habitat is 
lost or degraded such that there is a decrease in biodiversity value of that 
habitat.  

22. Woodland on-Site is mapped as priority habitat but will not be subject to impacts 
that cause the loss or degradation of the existing habitat. Development will not 
impact areas greater than 25m2 of area habitat with a biodiversity value greater 
than zero, or areas greater than 5m of on-Site linear habitat. 

23. As such this Site qualifies to be considered under the de minimis exemption.  

Figure 3 Construction Details dwg. HD/ADV-207/CON/1-1A  

 

Figure 4 Construction Details dwg. HD/ADV-207/CON/1-1B 
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Conclusion 
24. The Statutory Metric has been used to calculate the baseline Habitat Units for 

the Site, which is returned as 1.48 Habitat Units comprising entirely of Lowland 
Mixed Deciduous Woodland.  

25. There are no priority habitats on-Site that will be impacted by works and no 
change in Habitat Units is predicted post development. This is as all habitats 
with a value greater than zero will be retained and the condition unaffected.  

26.  The development is therefore considered to qualify under the de minimis 
exemption, meaning the Biodiversity Gain condition should not apply. This 
will need to be confirmed with the Local Planning Authority.  
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Appendices 

The following reports/digital documents have been provided alongside this report and should be read in conjunction with it:  

• BM-7872-03 – Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool 

• CA-7872-02 – Statutory Biodiversity Metric Condition Assessments 

• ER-7872-01A – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

 

Habitat degradation 

Within Schedule 14 of the Environment Act, which sets out the biodiversity gain condition for development, measures are included that allow planning authorities to recognise 
any habitat degradation since 30th January 2020 and to take the earlier habitat state as the baseline for the purposes of biodiversity net gain. In order to ascertain the habitats 
present and their condition on 30th January 2020, aerial imagery or data sets from that time could be used. 30th January 2020 is the relevant date as it was the day the Bill 
entered Parliament. 

In 2023, the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 (LURA), introduced additional wording further tightening the law regarding degradation by extending the circumstances 
in which degradation can be addressed. This wording covered both authorised and unauthorised activity on onsite and offsite habitats, on or after 25th August 2023. 
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