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The tree concerned is a mature beech which straddles the 
property boundary between numbers 26 and 28 Southlands Drive.  
It is in the back gardens of both properties.  Ownership of the tree 
is therefore shared between myself and the owner of number 28 
Southlands Drive who has made a separate, but related, 
application to fell.

The Huddersfield County Borough Council (Dick Wood) Tree 
Preservation Order 1948

Technical Justification for the Felling of T1 (Mature Beech)

1. Physiological Condition and Over-maturity
The subject specimen is a mature Beech (Fagus sylvatica) with an estimated age of 150–200 years. While historically a significant feature of the local 
landscape, the tree is now exhibiting clear signs of advanced physiological senescence. The natural vitality of the specimen has declined to a point where it 
can no longer effectively compartmentalise decay or sustain its structural mass.
2. Recent Structural Failures and Storm Damage
The tree’s structural integrity has reached a critical tipping point. Over a 40-year period of observation, there has been a documented history of limb 
shedding; however, the recent impact of Storm Dave (Easter 2026) has resulted in significant structural trauma.
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The storm caused the failure of two primary, heavy-diameter lateral branches. As evidenced by the attached photographic evidence, these failures caused 
direct damage to the hard landscaping (paved area) and boundary fencing. This indicates a high occupancy rate within the tree’s target area, raising the 
profile of the risk to both residents and property.

3. Evidence of Dieback and Incipient Decay
Observations following the recent spring flush confirm a lack of foliar vigour. Specifically, two major limbs within the upper crown have failed to come into 
leaf, indicating significant crown dieback. In a specimen of this age and size, such deadwood represents a high-risk hazard, as these limbs are prone to 
sudden failure without further meteorological triggers.  Furthermore the fallen branches from Storm Dave show signs of "white rot", ie. the wood looks 
pale and feels light and spongy.

4. Conclusion and Mitigation
We believe that the tree has entered a terminal decline. Given the proximity to high-use areas (the paved garden and boundary), the risk of further 
catastrophic limb failure can no longer be safely mitigated through remedial pruning or crown reduction.

This application seeks consent for the felling of the specimen on the grounds of public safety and sound arboricultural management. To ensure there is no 
long-term loss of canopy cover or local amenity, the applicants are fully prepared to discuss a replacement planting scheme involving a high-quality, 
nursery-grown specimen of a species appropriate for the site. We fully understand that felling a tree of this age and character is a significant decision, and 
we remain open to discussing whether any intermediate arboricultural works could adequately address the safety concerns outlined above. However, it is 
our considered view that the cumulative evidence supports consent to fell, and we urge you to weigh the safety risks carefully in reaching your decision.
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