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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. A planning application has been approved for the development of the site known 

as Red House, on Oxford Road in Gomersall. 

 

1.2. As part of the planning conditions set out by Kirklees Council, Condition 22 states 

the following: 

 

No works shall take place until a Construction Environmental Management Plan 

(CEMP: Biodiversity) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority. The CEMP (Biodiversity) shall include the following:  

a) Summary of potentially damaging activities  

b) Identification of "biodiversity protection zones”  

c) Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to 

avoid or reduce impacts during construction (these may be provided as a set of method 

statements)  

d) The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity features.  

e) The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be present on site 

to oversee  

f) Responsible persons and lines of communication.  

g) The role and responsibilities on site of an ecological clerk of works (ECoW) or 

similarly competent person.  

h) Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs.  

The approved CEMP: Biodiversity shall be adhered to and implemented throughout the 

construction period strictly in accordance with the approved details, unless otherwise 

agreed in writing by the local planning authority.  

The CEMP must also include: • PWMS for reptiles • PWMS for bats (trees and 

buildings) 

 

1.4. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd has been commissioned to prepare this document to satisfy 

the above requirement.  

 

******************* 
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2. SUMMARY OF POTENTIALLY DAMAGING 

ACTIVITIES. 

 

Construction activities and their associated ecological risks are outlined below and are 

each addressed separately in this report: 

• Removal or works to any large trees or trees with ivy cover, resulting in harm 

to individual roosting bats that may be present.  

• Works to buildings that may impact on any opportunistic roosting bats that take 

temporary refuge in the buildings.  

• Vegetation clearance or building works during the nesting bird season, 

resulting in the destruction of active nests.  

• Vegetation clearance and construction activities resulting in harm to 

hedgehogs.  

• Vegetation clearance and construction activities resulting in harm to reptiles.  

• The removal or disturbance of the cotoneaster plants, resulting in the spread of 

a schedule 9 invasive plant species into the wild. 

 

 

******************* 
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF BIODVIERSITY PROTECTION 

ZONES. 

 

3.1. BS 5837:2012 fencing will be erected around all the retained woodland, trees and 

garden planting habitats to prevent any accidental access into those areas with 

machinery or on foot, that will potentially cause damage or disturbance to the wildlife 

species present.  

 

3.2. If any active birds nests are found at any point throughout the works, a suitable 

buffer zone around them will be demarcated using a solid fence or barrier. No access 

or works will be permitted beyond this. This will be a standard 5m buffer until further 

advice is sought from an ecologist who may advise otherwise depending on the location 

of the nest and the nature of the works in the vicinity.  

 

3.3. No other ecological features were identified on site to warrant any further 

protection zones being implemented.  

 

******************* 
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4. PRACTICAL MEASURES TO AVOID OR REDUCE 

IMPACTS DURING CONSTRUCTION.  

 

4.1. Bats. 

 

4.1.1. Any large or ivy covered trees that are to be removed will be soft felled, gently 

lowering sections of the tree to the ground. The tree sections will be left in situ on the 

ground for a minimum of 48 hours before cutting and chipping or removing from site. 

This will give any individual roosting bats present time to escape on their own accord 

unharmed.  

 

4.1.2. As part of the site induction, a toolbox talk will be delivered on bats in line with 

the toolbox talk sheet at the end of this report. The induction will advise that any works 

should be carried out with care, personnel should remain vigilant of any opportunistic 

roosting bats taking refuge in any gaps or crevices of buildings, including in walls, roof 

structure or under roof tiles. All personnel will be advised that in the unlikely event that 

a bat is found, all works in the vicinity should stop immediately, the bat retained safely 

in situ and professional advice should be sought immediately on how to proceed.  

 

4.2. Nesting Birds. 

 

4.2.1. Where feasible, initial vegetation clearance, site clearance and building works 

will be carried out between September and February (inclusive) to avoid the nesting 

bird season.  

 

4.2.2. Where is necessary to undertake these works within the nesting bird season, 

which extends from March to August each year, they will be immediately preceded by 

a nesting bird survey, carried out by a suitably competent person. The findings of that 

survey will be valid for no longer than 48 hours as birds can start building their nests at 

any time.  

 

4.2.3. If an active nest is found, it will be left undisturbed with a suitable buffer around 

it fenced off, until the young have fledged.  The buffer will be defined by the competent 

person undertaking the nesting bird survey to ensure that sufficient area is maintained 

to ensure that the birds do not abandon the nest.  
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4.2.4. Some bird species, such as blackbirds, are known to take advantage of nesting 

opportunities and are not always deterred by human activities. Therefore, as part of the 

site induction a toolbox talk on nesting birds will be included in line with the toolbox 

talk sheet at the end of this report. Personnel will be advised to be vigilant throughout, 

and if any active birds nests are found, a 5m protection buffer will be demarcated and 

professional advice will be sought to advise on how to proceed.  

 

4.3. Hedgehogs and Reptiles. 

 

4.3.1. Prior to any site clearance works commencing, all personnel on site will be 

briefed on hedgehogs and reptiles using the toolbox talk sheets provided at the end of 

this report.  

 

4.3.2. Initially, all vegetation will be cut to a minimum of 150mm above ground level 

using hand tools only, the arisings carefully removed by hand and the area will be left 

for a minimum of 24 hours before clearing to ground level. This will encourage 

hedgehogs and reptiles at ground level to vacate the area and will deter them from 

returning whilst construction activities are ongoing. 

 

4.3.3. Any stored materials on site will be lifted cleanly off the ground and not dragged 

to avoid any harm to reptiles taking refuge underneath. 

 

4.3.4. All excavations will either be covered overnight, or, they will be left with a 

mammal ramp to allow any animals that fall into the excavation a means of escape. 

These ramps will be at an angle no greater than 45 degrees in order to be functional. 

Any open excavations will be checked each morning prior to the works commencing.  

 

4.3.5. In the event that any individual reptiles or hedgehogs are encountered during the 

works, the works in that area will temporarily cease until they have vacated the area by 

their own means. In the event that multiple reptiles, or hibernating reptiles or hedgehogs 

are found between November and February, they will be left in situ and professional 

advice will be sought to advise how to proceed.  

 

4.4. Schedule 9 Invasive Plant Species 

 

4.4.1. Where required, the cotoneaster plants present on the site will be removed in their 

entirety when there are no berries present and the plants (spring / summer). This 
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includes the plants, roots and the soils directly around the plants. These will all be 

disposed of as controlled waste to prevent them spreading further. 

 

4.4.2. All machinery used to undertake these works will be washed in situ, with a 

membrane to catch all the washed arisings and then disposed of as controlled waste.  

 

4.4.3. A cotoneaster toolbox talk sheet is provided at the end of this document to allow 

identification of these plants.  

 

******************* 
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5. LOCATION AND TIMING OF SENSITIVE WORKS TO 

AVOID HARM TO BIODIVERSITY FEATURES. 

 

5.1. As already discussed, initial vegetation clearance, site clearance and building works 

will be carried out between September and February (inclusive) to avoid the nesting 

bird season. Where this is not feasible, the nesting bird methodology outlined in Section 

4 will be followed.  

 

5.2. If any reptiles or hedgehogs are found November to February, during the 

hibernation period, they will be left in situ and professional advice will be sought to 

advise how to proceed.  

 

5.3. Any cotoneaster plants to be removed will be done so during the spring or summer 

months, April to August, when there are no berries present. The cotoneaster 

methodology outlined in Section 4 will be followed.   

 

******************* 
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6. TIMES DURING CONSTRUCTION WHEN 

SPECIALIST ECOLOGISTS NEED TO BE PRESENT ON 

SITE TO OVERSEE.  

 

6.1. If there is a requirement to undertake a nesting bird survey in line with the 

methodology outlined in Section 4, an ecologist will be commissioned to undertake this 

no more than 48 hours ahead of the clearance works.  

 

6.2. An ecologist will be consulted immediately in the case of any of the following 

circumstances: 

• A bat is found in any trees or structures during the works.  

• An active bird’s nest is found in or close to the working areas.  

• Any reptiles or hedgehogs are found during the hibernation period, November 

to February inclusive.  

• Any other ecological issues that are of concern are identified during the 

construction works.  

 

******************* 
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7. RESPONSIBLE PERSONS AND LINES OF 

COMMUNICATION. 

 

7.1. It is the responsibility of the developer to commission the ecologist to undertake 

all works under the role of ECoW, in line with the methodology outlined in Section 4.  

 

7.2. The ECoW contact information will be on display at all times in the site cabin. The 

ECoW will be: 

 

Ruth Georgiou – Whitcher Wildlife Ltd 

07947 828137 

info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 

 

******************* 
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8. THE ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES ON SITE OF AN 

ECOLOGICAL CLERK OF WORKS (ECoW).  

 

8.1. The role of the ECoW is primarily to provide ecological advice in the event that 

any ecological issues are identified by the developer during the works and to fulfil the 

role of an ECoW in line with that advice.  

 

8.2. If the ECoW is commissioned to undertake a nesting bird survey ahead of site 

clearance works, it is their responsibility to ensure that they undertake that survey to a 

high standard and provide suitable guidance to the developer going forward. If the 

ECoW finds an active nest, they will need to advise the developer of the limits of the 

buffer zone that will need to be demarcated around the nest.  

 

8.3. It is the responsibility of the ECoW to advise the site manager what activities, if 

any, are permitted beyond any protection fencing or barriers.  

 

******************* 
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9. USE OF PROTECTIVE FENCES, EXCLUSION 

BARRIERS AND WARNING SIGNS.  

 

9.1. BS 5837:2012 fencing will be erected around the retained areas of vegetation and 

the root protection zones of retained trees. 

 

9.2. Exclusion barriers will be erected to demarcate buffer zones around any active birds 

nests found. These will be solid barriers to avoid and noise from ‘flapping’ materials.  

 

9.3. All of the above fencing / barriers will have signs fixed to them stating 

‘Ecologically sensitive area’. As part of the site induction, all personnel will be 

instructed not to go beyond any such signage without prior agreement with the site 

manager, who will ensure that they have clear instruction from the ECoW what 

activities, if any, are permitted beyond that point.  

 

******************* 

 

Prepared by: 

Ruth Georgiou BSc MCIEM Date: 11th March 2026. 

 

Checked by: 

Derek Whitcher,  BSc MCIEEM, MCMI Date: 16th March 2026. 

 

  



14 

 

5. REFERENCES. 

 
Bat Tree Habitat Key (2018) Bat Roosts in Trees: a guide for identification and assessment for tree-care 

and ecology professionals. Pelagic Publishing, Exeter 

Bird Survey & Assessment Steering Group (2023). Bird Survey Guidelines for assessing ecological 

impacts, v.1.1.1. Available at https://birdsurveyguidelines.org (Accessed 15/04/2024) 

CIEEM (2017) Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management, Winchester. 

CIEEM (2017) Guidelines on Ecological Report Writing. Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management, Winchester.  

Collins J. (ed.) 2023. Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologist: Good Practice Guidelines (4th Edition). 

The Bat Conservation Trust, London. 

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (2023) National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF). Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-

framework--2 (Accessed: 15/04/2024). 

Mitchell-Jones, A.J. (2004) Bat Mitigation Guidelines. English Nature, Peterborough. 

Natural England (2014) Protected species and development: advice for local planning authorities. 

(updated 2021) Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-

applications (Accessed: 05/03/2021). 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 Available at 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/579/contents/made (Accessed: 15/04/2024). 

Stanbury, A. et al (2021) The status of our bird populations: the fifth Birds of Conservation Concern in 

the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man and second IUCN Red List assessment of 

extinction risk for Great Britain. British Birds 114: 723-747. Available at https://britishbirds. 

co.uk/content/status-our-bird-populations (Accessed 15/04/2024) 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2004). Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Birds. 2004 

ed. JNCC, Peterborough.  

The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 Available at 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/579/contents/made (Accessed: 15/04/2024). 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Available at 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69 (Accessed: 15/04/2024). 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment (Ref No. 241113 / 4) 2025, Ruth 

Georgiou.   



 



16 

 

 



17 

 

 



18 

 
 



19 

 

 



20 

 
 


