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Sent: 17 December 2025 15:43

Subject: DOCO comments for application 2025/93282 at 2 Cross Park Street, Batley, WF17 

5NY

Re: 2025/93282- Change of use of from residential care home (C2) to supported living 
accommodation (C3b) at 2 Cross Park Street, Batley, WF17 5NY 

Thank you for your request for consultation. The comments are made with the intention of reducing 
opportunities for future crime which addresses our collective responsibilities outlined in Section 17 
of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, by creating safe and secure developments where people will 
want to reside, visit or work. 

The comments and recommendations are supported by the following legislation and guidance: 
NPPF National Planning Policy Framework (Section 8. Promoting healthy and safe communities) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
Kirklees Council Planning and development policy https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/planning-and-
development.aspx
Kirklees Development Plan https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/planning-policy/local-plan.aspx
Secured by Design www.securedbydesign.com
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
The Children’s Homes (England) Regulations 2015 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/541/contents
West Yorkshire Police Missing Persons - Force Policy https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/about-
us/policies-and-procedures/policies/crime-and-safeguarding/missing-persons

I have reviewed the application and supporting documentation available via the Planning Portal. I 
have also conducted pertinent checks on Police databases and liaised with relevant internal 
partners.  

The proposal is to convert an existing children’s home housing 3 children supported by 2 carers to 
supported living housing a maximum of 4 young persons supported by 1 carer. The staffing level is 
concerning should a serious incident or emergency occur at the premises or the lone staff member 
having to retire from duty due to sickness or other urgent, unexpected circumstances. I appreciate 
that these young people will be transitioning into adulthood but they are minors at this time and owed 
a standard of support which meets their needs. 

Additionally, the Planning Statement (p.9) outlines the following: “Under no circumstances will young 
persons be allowed to leave the property without staff being present.”- this is in direct contradiction 
to the staffing level provided further (p.10), described as “one staff member during the day and night 
for the four young persons living at the property”. 
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The plan in case of a breach of curfew is outlined on p.9: “… the home’s staff will search the local 
area and any known places”- I highly doubt this can be facilitated with the 1 staff member as it would 
leave other residents unsupervised. Also, if more than 1 resident breaches curfew, there will be no 
contingency to allow for any reasonable enquiries to be made which, in turn, would have a negative 
impact on Police resources.  

There are further discrepancies in the Planning Statement, including level of therapy provided onsite 
and of needs future residents may have. The intended facility is also repeatedly referred to as a 
children’s home, not supported living.  

West Yorkshire Police do not support this application. 

Kind regards, 

Agnieszka Boryn 
Designing Out Crime Officer 
Kirklees District 
E-mail: agnes.boryn@westyorkshire.police.uk
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