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Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of this report and its 

contents in view of potential ecological constraints to development or the likely 

presence or absence of species it must only be viewed as a snapshot in time 

and not be viewed as definitive. Due to external factors, such as seasonality, 

weather etc having the potential to affect survey results, no liability can be 

assumed for omissions or changes that may or may not occur after the date this 

report was produced. 
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1 Executive Summary 

1.1 For the proposed development scheme for the site, a net gain of 11.53% for area 

habitat units is calculated, with a value for linear habitats calculated with a net 

gain of 166.34%. Furthermore, the Trading Summaries have been satisfied by the 

proposed development scheme. 

1.2 Achievement of the target is dependent upon meeting the required criteria and 

maintaining habitat conditions. Supplementary recommendations are detailed 

herein. 

2 Introduction 

2.1 In line with National Policy, developments (with some exceptions) are expected 

to achieve a minimum of 10% net gain in site biodiversity value. 

2.2 Biodiversity Metric calculations were requested by the client to determine the 

extent of net loss, no net loss, or net gain for the development proposal. The 

calculations were required for submission as part of a planning application, in 

accordance with Local and National planning policies. 

2.3 Biodiversity Metric calculations were therefore undertaken for baseline and post-

development habitats for the development site, using the DEFRA Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool developed by DEFRA. This assessment 

evaluates the impact of current development proposals on existing biodiversity 

resources within the development site. 

3 Baseline and Post Development Scheme 

3.1 The UK HABS habitat classification map in Figure 1 summarises the habitats 

identified via field survey (September 2025). 

3.2 Figure 2 presents the post-development habitat plan for the scheme’s design. 

3.3 Figure 3 presents the summary of the DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric 

calculations. 

3.4 Appendix One shows the proposed plan for the scheme.  
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Figure 1 : UK HABS Habitat Classification Map (Baseline)  
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Figure 2 : UK HABS Habitat Classification Map (Post-development)  

1 
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4 Methodology  

4.1 The Environment Bill (2020) seeks to improve biodiversity through several means, 

including the introduction of a mandatory requirement for new developments to 

achieve a minimum of 10% biodiversity net gain, which will be managed as such 

for a minimum of 30 years after the development has been completed 

(Environment Bank, 2021). Key parts of the Environment Bill which relate to 

biodiversity net gain and its delivery are Part 6 Nature and Biodiversity and the 

supporting Schedule 14, particularly sections 9(3), 13(2), 14(2) and 15. 

4.2 Baseline habitats were surveyed, and their condition assessed during a site 

assessment within the growing season and based on the UK HABS Habitat 

Classification map (Figure 1). 

4.3 The DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric was used to calculate biodiversity units for 

baseline and post-development habitats for the development site, to determine 

if the proposed development will be likely to achieve net loss, no net loss, or net 

gain of biodiversity units. 

• Individual habitat areas were rounded to four decimal places, with the 

minimum mappable unit being 0.0001 hectares. The canopy areas of 

Individual trees were calculated using the Urban Tree Helper tool included 

within the metric calculator. Linear habitat features such as hedgerows and 

ditches are measured in kilometres. 

• Habitat condition indicates the quality of the habitat, either existing or to 

be achieved, based on the habitat condition assessments using The 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric – Technical Annex 1: Condition Assessment 

Sheets and Methodology. 

• Habitats were assessed for their strategic significance at a landscape scale, 

using information from sources such as Local Plans, Biodiversity Action Plans, 

and Nature Recovery Areas to determine their significance within a specific 

landscape. If habitats weren’t included within published reports, 

significance was determined by their contribution to habitat connectivity 

and green corridors. 

• The proposed grass-crete within the development scheme has been 

assessed within the Biodiversity Metric as comprising 50% developed land; 

sealed surface and 50% modified grassland. This approach reflects 

common practice for quantifying this habitat type within BNG assessments. 

4.4 Biodiversity unit calculations are based on the retention and / or enhancement of 

existing habitats within the proposed scheme design, as well as the creation of 

new habitats. Biodiversity units for linear habitat features are calculated separately 

within the metric. 



BNG Report               October 2025  

Land at Penistone Road 

Huddersfield 

HD8 0AS 

Page 8 of 11 

 

5 Limitations 

5.1 Habitat areas are rounded up or down to the nearest whole value, with a minimal 

mappable unit of 0.0001 hectares. However, the overall total of site habitat area 

and biodiversity units within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric are calculated and 

accurate to two decimal places. 

5.2 Habitat areas used in the calculations are based on two-dimensional plans and 

so will not necessarily consider an increase in overall surface area as a result of 

slopes and banks. 

6 Biodiversity Net Gain 

6.1 The total baseline for biodiversity units for the site was calculated at 0.26 area 

habitat units and 0.01 linear hedgerow units. No watercourse units were 

calculated at the baseline. No irreplaceable habitats are present at the baseline. 

Justifications for target conditions and strategic significance outlined in the Metric 

comments. 

6.2 The site post-development is calculated to have a total value of 0.30 (rounded to 

2 d.p.) area habitat units, and 0.01 (rounded to 2 d.p.) hedgerow units. 

7 Overall Development 

7.1 Overall, the proposals for the current development scheme will result in a net gain 

of 0.03 (2 d.p.) area units, representing a 11.53% net gain for area habitats.  

7.2 Furthermore, the proposals for the current development scheme will result in a net 

gain of 0.01 (2 d.p.) area units, representing a 166.34% net gain for linear habitats. 

Figure 3: Summary of DEFRA Metric Calculations Results.  



BNG Report               October 2025  

Land at Penistone Road 

Huddersfield 

HD8 0AS 

Page 9 of 11 

 

8 Summary and Recommendations 

8.1 The proposed development scheme is predicted to achieve a 11.53% net gain in 

area-based habitat units and a 166.34% net gain in linear (hedgerow) units, if 

habitats reach target condition. 

8.2 The Trading Summaries would be satisfied with the proposed development 

scheme. 

8.3 The large increase in hedgerow units is primarily due to the replacement of a non-

native hedgerow with approximately 6 metres of newly planted native hedgerow. 

The transition from a non-native ornamental species to a native hedgerow greatly 

increases biodiversity value, resulting in a proportionally high net gain in hedgerow 

units. 

8.4 Three trees are proposed within the scheme and will be of native origin to achieve 

target condition. The exact locations are yet to be finalised but should be selected 

to ensure they are in ecologically suitable and viable positions. 

8.5 Protective measures are expected to include tree guards, shelters, and temporary 

fencing to prevent damage from grazing animals such as horses. These 

protections will remain in place until the vegetation is well-established. The BNG 

calculations assume that all habitats will achieve their target conditions through 

effective long-term management, with due consideration given to access, 

feasibility, and sustainability. 

8.6 It is recommended that an updated Biodiversity Net Gain report with updated 

calculations is completed should current development and landscaping 

proposals change in any way. An updated report will review habitat condition 

scores of habitats and will consider any changes in a final masterplan. 
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Appendix One – Proposed Scheme (NYP Architectural Ltd) 


