Proposed Planning Application Ref: 2025/93043

Comments from the Kirklees Childcare Sufficiency Team on the proposal to change the use
of part of the building used by Shape @ Lindley as a day nursery to four apartments.

Address:

14 B Holly Bank Road
Lindley

Huddersfield

HD3 3JE

The Childcare Act 2006 places a statutory duty on local authorities in England to secure
sufficient childcare for working parents and to provide free early years education.
This states Local Authorities have a:
¢ Duty to secure childcare for working parents: Local authorities must ensure, as far
as is reasonably practicable, that there is enough childcare available in their area to
meet the needs of parents who work or are training for work.
o Duty to provide free early years provision: Local authorities must secure that early
years provision is available free of charge to certain children who have attained a
prescribed age but are below compulsory school age.

Childcare Expansion Programmes

In March 2023, the Government announced reforms to childcare which increased the duty
to provide funded childcare places for working families meaning that from September 2025,
eligible working parents of children aged from 9 months to 4 years are entitled to 30 hours
of funded childcare. The summer term 2026, will be the height of demand following the
expansion in September 2025, therefore the Council has recently revised its Childcare
Sufficiency Assessment (CSA) comparing current supply of childcare places, including any
unused Ofsted registered places that some settings have, with the estimated demand for
the early years entitlements in the summer term 2026. Details regarding the assessment for
Lindley are below.

Also in March 2023, the Government outlined the expectation that local authorities should
ensure parents of primary school age children can access childcare in their local area from
8am to 6pm. This could include breakfast clubs and after school clubs, on school site or off
school site provision or a childminding community. It is expected that by September 2026,
every parent who needs it can access term-time wraparound childcare before and after
school. Details regarding the delivery plan for Lindley are below.

Childcare Provider: Early Years @ Shape at Lindley
Early Years Provision

Early Years @ Shape has been registered with Ofsted since 2018 and provides full daycare
for children aged 0-5. On their last inspection 18" June 2021, they were rated Good. They



offer funded childcare places to under 5s. 6 places for Under2s, 10 places for 2 year olds and
16 places for 3&4 year olds. 32 early years places in total.

The childcare figures quoted in the planning application are from the 2022 Childcare
Sufficiency Assessment, which has been superseded by more recent publications: 2024
Childcare Sufficiency Assessment and 2025 Lindley Ward Profile.

In the 2024 Childcare Sufficiency Assessment the Lindley Ward had been identified as an
area with potential pressure on places for the early years entitlements and this remains the
case in December 2025.

In the 2025 Lindley Ward Profile, revised estimates for the summer term 2026 indicate that
there will be a potential shortfall of 47 early years places, this relates mostly to places for 2-
year-olds and under 2 year olds, although the population projections for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
are declining, for under 2 year olds the population projections are increasing. See summary
of table below which will be published in the Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2025 shortly.

3 & 4-
Under 2-year- year-
Lindley Ward 2s olds olds Total
Indicator of estimated surplus places or gap =77 -21 1 -97
Unused provider space 12 12 26 50
Overall estimated net surplus/gap -47
Population forecast 1+ $ $

It is worth noting that nearly half of children from the Lindley Ward access their early
learning and childcare entitlement in a different ward. Wards with insufficient childcare
places can be a factor in families seeking childcare provision further away from home in
neighbouring ward areas although other factors can contribute such as location of
workplace.

Wraparound provision

Shape Lindley also provide a Holiday Club and a Wraparound service, for Breakfast and After
School Care for children aged 5-11. Shape Lindley Out of School Club has been registered
since 2016 and provides before and after school care and a holiday club for children aged 5-
11.

The Lindley Ward has been identified as a high priority area for the expansion of
wraparound places for primary school children as evidence suggests that there are
insufficient places to meet demand in the area and settings serving Lindley Schools already
have waiting lists. Losing the childcare places provided by Shape Lindley, would impact on
place delivery in the Lindley ward, children would be displaced affecting parents’ ability to
work.



Shape Lindley also provide HAF places (Holidays, Activities and Food), which is a government
funded scheme. They work with looked after children and provide SEND only sessions for
families over the holidays for respite.

The evidence therefore suggests that the loss of any childcare provision in Lindley including

Shape Lindley would have a significant negative impact for local families.

Kirklees Childcare Sufficiency Team
December 2025



