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DC Admin

From:

Sent: 19 November 2025 17:59

To: DC Admin

Subject: 2025/93043

To whom it may concern,  

I am writing to formally object to the proposed conversion of SHAPE Nursery into a block of four 
residential flats. As a parent of three children, a local resident, and a working GP, I am deeply 
concerned about the significant personal, community and logistical impact this development would 
have. 

My family relies heavily on this nursery. My youngest son currently attends, and my older son also 
attended previously. The care provided by Zoe and Marcus has been exceptional. The nursery is 
a safe, caring and nurturing environment, offering each child highly attentive, individualised support. 
Their communication with parents is excellent, and the setting provides a warm, homely atmosphere 
that is rare to find. My children have thrived there emotionally, socially, and developmentally. 

As a busy GP, my mornings are tightly scheduled. I must drop my three children at three different 
locations, including the infant and junior schools next door to the nursery, before travelling to work. 
The nursery’s location is crucial in allowing me to manage these responsibilities safely and 
efficiently. Its closure would place a significant strain on my ability to maintain punctuality for my 
clinical duties, which has wider consequences for the patients and NHS services I am responsible 
for. 

This nursery is an essential part of the local community. Many families depend on it for high-quality 
childcare within walking distance of the schools. Its removal would create a serious gap in early years 
provision, forcing parents to travel further afield and adding pressure to already oversubscribed 
childcare settings. Converting a longstanding community resource into private flats provides no 
equivalent public benefit, while directly reducing support available to young families. 

The proposed conversion raises practical concerns. The area around the infant and junior schools is 
already congested during school drop-off and pick-up times. Replacing a nursery with residential 
flats would likely increase traffic, reduce available parking, and complicate the movement of children 
and parents around the school entrances. This introduces unnecessary safety risks and adds strain 
to a location already operating at capacity. 

The nursery in its current use is entirely compatible with the surrounding educational environment. In 
contrast, introducing additional residential units into such a sensitive and busy zone is likely to create 
avoidable disruption without offering meaningful benefits to the community. 
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For these reasons, I strongly object to the proposed planning application. The closure of this nursery 
would be detrimental to families like mine, to the neighbouring schools, and to the wider community. 
I respectfully urge the planning committee to reject the proposal and preserve this invaluable, caring 
and trusted childcare setting. 

Yours faithfully, 


