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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
ADVERTISING CONSENT APPLICATION – TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (CONTROL OF 
ADVERTISEMENTS) REGULATION 2007  
 
HECKMONDWIKE BUS STATION, HECKMONDWIKE, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF16 0HW. 
 

WSP, on behalf of Kirklees Metropolitan Council (‘the Applicant’), hereby applies to Kirklees 

Metropolitan Council for the erection of signage located at the above address. 

In addition to this cover letter, the application submission package comprises the following: 

▪ The completed planning application forms; 
▪ Site location plan (ref: 20233-SGP-HEK-ZZ-M3-A-200001); 
▪ Bus Stands Elevations (ref: 20233-03-SGP-HEK-XX-DR-A- 320305); 
▪ Pod building elevations (ref: 20233-03-SGP-XX-DR-A- 390303); 
▪ Elevations sheet 1 (ref: 20233-03-SGP-HEK-ZZ-DR-A- 201300); and 
▪ The application fee of £673 paid electronically via the Planning Portal (PP- 14301695). 

Site Context 

The application site is located within the town centre boundary of Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, 

WF16 0HW. The site covers a total area of approximately 0.36 ha. It is located adjacent to the 

A638 Westgate, which is immediately south of the Site and contains secondary town centre shop 

frontages as designated in the adopted development plan, and the B6117 Northgate runs adjacent 

to its southwest boundary which contains primary town centre frontages. 

The wider land use surrounding the site is characterised by, commercial, recreational and 

residential land uses. Key local employers include Morrisons, Lidl, and Autoneum, which fall within 

a 500m radius of Heckmondwike Bus Hub. 

The Grade II listed Heckmondwike War Memorial (NHLE: 1483349) is located within The Green 

Park approximately 35m the west of the Site (albeit approximately 55m from where the nearest 

advert is proposed). The Grade II listed Midland Bank (NHLE: 1300271) and ‘Two K6 Telephone 

Kiosks Outside Midland Bank, Market Place’ (NHLE: 1135382) are located approximately 25m and 

30m respectively to the southeast of the Site boundary. The site does not lie within a conservation 

area or in proximity to any other heritage assets. 
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Planning History 

The planning history of relevance for the site is as follows:  

▪ 2022/48/92471/E- Redevelopment of Heckmondwike Bus Station including a new concourse 

building with waiting room, Changing Places WC, driver offices, 6 No. bus stands, landscaping, 

and associated works (granted July 2023) 

The proposed signage forms an integral component of the wider redevelopment of Heckmondwike 

Bus Station, as approved under planning application reference 2022/48/93471/E. These signs are 

designed to enable identification of the bus station complex to the public. 

Proposed Signage 

This application seeks to secure advertising consent for two illuminated signs as part of the 

approved Heckmondwike Bus Station that was approved under the planning permission reference 

2022/48/92471/E. 

Express advertising consent is sought for: 

▪ 1 no. illuminated fascia sign located at the north exterior entrance; and 
▪ 1 no. illuminated rooftop sign located atop the bus stand parking area. 

The proposed signs have been specifically sited in an effort to aid wayfinding and to assist the 

public in identifying the building. Details of the proposed signs colours, depth and height can be 

found in the enclosed drawings. 

Planning Policy 

THE STATUTORY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The development plan document providing planning policies of relevance to this advertisement 

proposal at the time of writing is the Kirklees Local Plan Strategy and Policies which was adopted 

in 2019. 

It has been confirmed by case law that a particular proposal does not need to accord with every 

policy of the statutory Development Plan to be deemed acceptable. The key issue is that it accords 

with the overall thrust of the policies, when taken as a whole1. 

KIRLEES LOCAL PLAN STRATEGY AND POLICIES 

Policy LP25, which focuses on advertisements and shop fronts, is of most relevance to the 

proposal. It sets out criteria for the design and display of advertisements and the development or 

alteration of shop fronts across the district. 

Policy LP25 states: 

“Shop fronts, signs and advertisements make a significant contribution to the character and 

local identity of the district's town centres. 

1. The development of new or replacement shop front units and display of advertisements 

will only be permitted if they satisfy the following criteria: 

 
1 R v Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council – [2001] ENV.LR22 
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a. the design is consistent with the character of the existing building in terms 

of scale, quality and use of materials; 

b. proposals respect the character of the locality and any features of historic, 

architectural, cultural or other special interest; 

c. the shop fascia is designed to be in scale, in its depth and width, with the 

façade and street scene of which it forms part. 

[…] 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF, 2024) 

The NPPF was originally published in March 2012 but was recently updated in December 2024. 

The NPPF sets out the Government’s national planning policies and requirements for the planning 

system in England and sets out how these should be applied. It is a material consideration of 

significant weight in the determination of planning applications. 

Paragraph 141 of the NPPF outlines how local authorities should approach the determination of 

applications for advertising consent, stating: 

“ Advertisements should be subject to control only in the interests of amenity and public 

safety, taking account of cumulative impacts.” 

Assessment of Proposal 

Based on the policy identified above, the proposal would be assessed against its design and any 

impacts on public amenity and safety. 

DESIGN AND AMENITY 

The fascia signage proposed is for functional purposes only, for building identification. The 

proposed advertising is of an appropriate scale and siting to carry out this function within the 

surrounding area. It does not appear overly obtrusive or incongruous with the wider built 

environment given the site is located within the town centre. The design is also in keeping with the 

new bus hub in terms of quality and use of materials.  

The signage is in keeping with the commercial contextual use of the site and does not detract from 

the character of the surrounding area, as illuminated signage of this nature is expected in town 

centres.  

In terms of nearby heritage assets and impact on visual amenity, the Officer Report for permission 

ref. 2022/48/92471/E which consented the redevelopment of the bus hub states that the Green 

Park War Memorial is largely screened by trees, therefore, “the memorial cannot be seen in the 

same context as the bus hub”. The Officer Report also states that in terms of Midland Bank, “The 

bus station can be seen in context with this building, although the setting has been eroded 

somewhat by the poor-quality 20th century flat roofed buildings between the two sites and as such 

the proposed development would not materially impact on the listed building.” The Officer Report 

concluded that “the proposal is considered acceptable with regard to heritage in the context of 

visual amenity.” 

It is considered that the proposed advertisements do not change these conclusions and that the 

proposed signage is acceptable in terms of heritage in the context of visual amenity. 
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In summary, the signs are of an acceptable scale and style and would be constructed from high 

quality materials that would only enhance the area and have no adverse impact on visual amenity. 

It is therefore considered that the proposal is in direct compliance with the requirements of Policy 

LP25 of the Kirklees Local Plan 2019 and the NPPF 2024 in respect of visual amenity. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

The proposed signage would adequately identify Heckmondwike Bus Station, therefore enhancing 

wayfinding in the area. 

For the proposed illuminated sign, luminance would be static and would not exceed 700 cd/m2 

which is acceptable for a town centre location, and would therefore not be a threat to public or 

highways safety. 

Based on this, the proposal poses no threat to public safety and is in full accordance with 

paragraph 141 of the NPPF. 

Conclusion 

This application seeks consent for two new signs at Heckmondwike Bus Station. The signs are not 

obtrusive and are in keeping with the character and context of the town centre location. As such, 

the proposal is in direct compliance with both national and local planning policy requirements. 

We trust that the content of this letter and enclosed application is sufficient to determine the 

application. Should you need any further information, please contact the undersigned. 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

 

Jay Davies 
Consultant Infrastructure Planner 

   

 
MRTPI 
   
Encl. As noted above 
 

Redacted




