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Our Ref: 2014/055/a/KRW  
24th July 2015 
 
FAO Mr Andrew France 
AHR Global Ltd 
Norwich Union House 
High Street 
Huddersfield 
HD1 2LF 
 
Dear Andrew, 
 

Coal Mining Risk Assessment at 

Proposed Polyseam Site, St Andrews Road, Huddersfield 
 

Introduction 
 
Following your email instruction, we have now carried out a Coal Mining Risk Assessment 
for the proposed site at St Andrews Road, Huddersfield on a Coal Mining Report obtained 
from the Coal Mining Authority and reviewed findings from a ground investigation by FWS 
Consultants Ltd.  
 
This report should be read in conjunction with the Coal Authority Mining Report dated 
03rd July 2008, and excerpts from FWS report, appended at the rear of this letter report. 
 
The purpose of our report is to: 

1. Undertake a desk-based review of all information on the coal mining issues which 
are relevant to the application site after review of the coal mining report. 

 
2. The report should also identify and assess the risks to the development from any 

coal mining. 
 

3. The report should set out appropriate mitigation measures to address the coal 
mining legacy issues affecting the site including any remedial works and assess how 
coal mining issues have influenced the proposed development. 

 
4. Demonstrate to the Local Planning Authority that the application site is safe and 

stable to meet the requirements of the national planning policy with regard to 
development of unstable ground. 

 

Sources of Information 
 
Information has been gathered from the following sources :- 
 

 The Coal Mining Authority Report dated 03rd July 2008 (Appendix A). 

 Phase 2 Ground Investigation undertaken by FWS Consultants Ltd 
 
We confirm that at present intrusive investigation and drilling has been undertaken on the 
site as part of the overall ground investigation. We will summarise the findings of the Phase 
2 investigation below.  
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Summary of Coal Authority Report  

 
In Summary, the Coal Authority Non-Residential Ground Stability Report makes reference 
to: 
 
Underground Coal Mining 
 
Past 
According to the records the site is not in the likely zone of influence from past 
underground workings. 
The site is in an area where coal is believed to be at, or close to the surface.  This coal 

may have been worked. 
 
Present 
The site is not in the likely zone of influence of any present underground coal workings. 
 
Future 
The site is not in an area for which the Coal Authority is determining whether to grant 

licences for future underground coal extraction.  The site is not in an area that is likely to 
be affected at the surface from any planned future workings. 
However, reserves of coal exist in the local area which could be worked at some time in the 
future. 
No notice of the risk of the land being affected by subsidence has been given under section 
46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991. 
 
Mine Entries 
There are no known coal mine entries within the site, or within 20 metres of the boundary of 
the site. 
 
Coal-mining Geology 
The Coal Authority is not aware of any evidence of damage arising due to geological faults 
or other lines of weakness that have been affected by coal mining. 
 
Opencast Coal Mining 
 

Past 
The development site is not within the boundary of an opencast site from which coal has 
been removed. 

Present 
The development site does not lie within 200 metres of the boundary of an opencast site. 

Future 
The development site is not within 800m of a site where a licence has been granted or 
being determined to grant a licence to remove coal. 
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Coal-mining Subsidence 
The Coal Authority has not received a damage notice or claim for the site, or any property 
within 50 metres, since 1st January 1994.  There is no current Stop Notice delaying the start 
of remedial works or repairs to the site. 
We are advised by the Coal Authority that this is a standard clause inserted in all reports. 

 
Mine Gas 
There are no records of mine gas emission. 
 
Hazards relating to coal mining 
The site has not been subject to remedial works. 
 

Withdrawal of Support 
The site is not within an area where a notice of entitlement to withdraw support has been 
published. 
 
Comments on Coal Authority information. 
In view of the mining circumstances a prudent developer would seek appropriate technical 
advice before any works are undertaken. 
Technical advice relating to investigation of coal, should be obtained. 
 

Executive Summary of Coal Mining Report 
 
The site is not in the likely zone of influence from past workings. However, it must be 
appreciated that the site is in an area where coal is believed to be near or close to the 
surface and this coal if present, may have been worked at some time in the past. 

 

Summary of Phase 2 Ground Investigation (FWS Consultants Ltd) 

 
BGS Borehole Logs 
The records of three boreholes were published within the report and were at distances of 
80m, 25m and 30m. The first two boreholes encountered a coal strata, however this was at 
a depth of 25m ~ 26m. No coal was recorded in the final borehole.  

 
Previous Borehole Investigation 
An investigation on this site was undertaken in 1995 by LTG Environmental Services which 
included 2No. deep boreholes down to 27.5m. Neither of these boreholes encountered 
Coal or evidence of coal workings.  
 
Borehole Investigation 
As part of FWS Consultants Ltd ground investigation, two rotary boreholes were 
undertaken as part of the works. One recorded a layer of Coal approx. 540mm thick at a 
depth of 13.16m The other borehole did not record any coal. In both boreholes, there was 
no evidence of past workings.  
 
Made Ground 
The previous investigation and FWS Consultants Ltd investigation both found significant 
quantites of made ground. The recommendation for the foundation scheme is to use piles 
to a depth of between 6m and 11m approximately.  
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Executive Summary of Phase 2 

 
It has been proven that coal does underlay at least part of the site at a minimum depth of 
13.16m. The thickness of the seam at this depth however is very thin. The other coal seam 
encountered was at the limit of being considered ‘shallow’ being found at approx. 26m.  
 
There is no evidence found in any boreholes both on and off site of past workings on the 
coal seams beneath the site.  
 
The proposed form of foundation for the scheme will be piles down to a depth of 6m to 11m 
approximately.  

 

Recommendations – Mitigation Measures 

 
Due to the fact that there is no evidence of past mine workings on the shallow coal 
encountered, no mitigation measures are necessary.  
 
The coal itself, being of either sufficient depth or insufficient seam thickness would not 
warrant future extraction, as this would constitute an uneconomic investiture.  
 
The proposed foundation type of piling intends to utilise the rock strata above the position 
of the coal that has been found meaning it will not have any interaction with it.  
 

Conclusion 

 
1. The Coal Authority has stated that the site is not within an area of past, present or 

future workings. No mine entries have been recorded within 20m of the site, nor are 
there any other issues arising from coal mining.  
 

2. The Coal Authority believed that shallow Coal reserves could exist below the site 
and unrecorded mine workings could be present. The records from several 
investigations have not indicated any evidence of previous workings. Coal has been 
found below the site at a sufficient depth to avoid interaction with the proposed 
foundations. 
 

3. The proposed foundation type is piling down to a depth of 6m to 11m.  
 
I trust the above recommendations meet with your present requirements, in the meantime 
should you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

Stuart McCormick 
B Eng (Hons) CEng MIStructE 
Director 

SGM Structural Design Ltd 
SGM Structural Design Ltd.  Registered in England.  Company No: 5465970 

S. G. McCormick  BEng (Hons) CEng MIStructE  Director 
Office at: 24 Thornhill Road Edgerton Huddersfield West Yorkshire HD3 3DD 

Redacted
























