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LimitaƟons and Copyright 

Legal 

 Arbtech ConsulƟng Limited has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in accordance with our General Terms and CondiƟons, under 
which our services are performed. It is expressly stated that no other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this report or any 
other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party without the prior and express wriƩen agreement of Arbtech ConsulƟng Limited. The 
conclusions and recommendaƟons contained in this report are based upon informaƟon provided by third parƟes. InformaƟon obtained from third parƟes has not been 
independently verified by Arbtech ConsulƟng Limited. 

 Arbtech cannot be held responsible for any project management failures, delays or unforeseen costs arising from failure to read and ensure understanding of the content 
with in, nor is Arbtech responsible for any adverse outcomes arising from failure to account for ecological advice given at any stage throughout the project collaboraƟon. 

 

© This report is the copyright of Arbtech ConsulƟng Limited. Any unauthorised reproducƟon or usage by any person other than the addressee is strictly prohibited. 

  



Saghir Hussain    Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

Site LocaƟon and Context 

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1, a post development habitat map in Appendix 2, a proposed development plan in Appendix 3, headline BNG results in 
Appendix 4, baseline condiƟon assessments in Appendix 5 and proposed condiƟon assessment in Appendix 6. 
The survey site is centred on National Grid Reference SE 25005 20226 and has an area of approximately 0.86ha. The site comprises an area of land, forming a mosaic of 
woodland, grassland and scrub. It comprises a triangular area of land bound by Bretton Street to the north, the Dewsbury-Wakefield railway line to the west and the 
Calder and Hebble Canal (Dewsbury Cut) to the east. The site is set down from Bretton Street, with historical evidence indicating the ground was previously utilised for 
grazing. The wider landscape is dominated by areas of urban land, including significant areas of commercial units, with residential development, also present. 
 
This report should be read in conjuncƟon with the following documents: 
 Statutory BNG Metric 1 & 2 – Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 2025) 
 Biodiversity Baseline Assessment - Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 2025). 
 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 2025). 
 Statutory BNG Metric  - Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 2025) 
 Proposed Plans - Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB (Studio 413, 2025) 
 River CondiƟon Assessment - Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 2025) 

 
 

ExecuƟve Summary 

The current landscaping proposal results in a net loss of area-based habitat units (-25.82%) and a net loss of watercourse units (-3.06%). Trading rules have not been met 
and there is a shorƞall against the required +10% threshold for medium disƟncƟve area-based habitat units and watercourse units. The proposal is therefore not 
compliant with current legislaƟon (Environment Act 2021) or relevant planning policy (NaƟonal Planning Policy Framework, 2024). 
 
Area-Based Habitat Units 
The scheme does not currently meet the requirements of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The headline results indicate a deficit of approximately 1.38 habitat units. In 
order to achieve compliance, addiƟonal medium disƟncƟveness habitat units will need to be secured, preferably as woodland, to address both the overall net gain 
requirement and the trading rules. 

 

 1.38 units of medium disƟncƟveness habitat will need to be purchased to comply with trading rules. 
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Watercourse Units 
The scheme does not currently meet the requirements of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric with a shorƞall of 0.08 watercourse units. In order to achieve compliance, 
addiƟonal watercourse units will need to be secured to address both the overall net gain requirement and the trading rules. 

 

 0.08 watercourse units will need to be purchased to comply with trading rules. 
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IntroducƟon 

BNG InformaƟve 

Habitat 
DegradaƟon 
Statement 

Date reflected by 
BNG calculaƟons 

27th February 2025 

The baseline biodiversity value of the site has been derived from condiƟons observed during the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Arbtech ConsulƟng Ltd., 
2023). A review of historical satellite imagery (Google Earth) indicates that the habitats present have not undergone degradaƟon since 30th January 2020, 
in line with Biodiversity Statutory Metric guidance. Therefore, the current site condiƟon is considered representaƟve of its baseline biodiversity value.  

 
Satellite image from Google Earth 23/04/2021 

 
Satellite image from Google Earth 26/03/2025 

Irreplaceable 
Habitat 

Statement 

No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) RegulaƟons (2024) are currently present nor were 
present before 30th January 2020. 

Metric 
Version & 

PublicaƟon 
Date 

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric CalculaƟon Tool (Version 4.0) has been used for this assessment. Although Version 5.0 of the metric was released on 3rd 
July 2025, the BNG Part 1 assessment was iniƟated prior to this update. Therefore, Version 4.0 remains the appropriate and consistent version to use for 
this project. 

BNG Target 
UpliŌ 

+10%  
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NaƟonal 
Character 

Area (NCA) 

38: Noƫnghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield. 

 Characterised by urban and suburban development, interspersed with patches of farmland, reclaimed land, and woodland. 
 Contains river valleys, such as the Calder, which support wet grassland, riparian habitats, and woodland corridors. 

Strategic 
Significance 

West Yorkshire published their Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)in Spring 2026. This has been used to determine strategic significance: 
hƩps://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b7f3b8ĩ2c9a4bca9f3d7b29e741ce03/page/LNRS-Map 
 
Habitat JusƟficaƟon 
Baseline Habitat 
Modified Grassland 

Low 
The site lies within the Nature Recovery Network; and, it is located within an area idenƟfied as high strategic priority and does 
fall within a ConservaƟon Target area. In accordance with the Statutory Biodiversity Metric guidance, all baseline habitats are 
assigned Low strategic significance (mulƟplier 1.0). 

Bramble Scrub 
Other broadleaved 
woodland  
Canal 
Post-Development Habitat 
Other Neutral 
Grassland High 

The site lies within the Nature Recovery Network; and it is located within an area idenƟfied as high strategic priority falling 
within a ConservaƟon Target area. In accordance with the Statutory Biodiversity Metric guidance, and therefore targeted post-
development habitats are assigned a high strategic significance (mulƟplier 1.15). 

Mixed Scrub 
Other broadleaved 
woodland 
Individual trees 

Canal 

Low 
The site lies within the Nature Recovery Network and is located within an area idenƟfied as a high strategic priority. However, 
as the canal will not be modified, or enhanced as part of the proposed works, the development will not meaningfully 
contribute to the delivery of strategic ecological objecƟves. The habitats is therefore assigned Low strategic significance 
(mulƟplier 1.0). 

LimitaƟons 

None 
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Baseline 

 Baseline Biodiversity Value: On-Site  

Area-Based Habitats 

Habitat Area (ha)  DescripƟon CondiƟon Assessment 
Strategic 
Significance  

Modified 
grassland  

0.3274 

The western secƟon of the site is dominated by tall forbs, covering approximately 
85% of the area, with dense stands of broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius), 
common hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris), 
buddleia (Buddleja davidii), willowherb (Epilobium spp.), creeping thistle (Cirsium 
arvense), and bramble (Rubus fruƟcosus agg.), parƟcularly near scrub patches. 
Small patches of common bent (AgrosƟs capillaris) and creeping buƩercup 
(Ranunculus repens) occur in isolated areas. 
The northern secƟon contains a small grassland area with a short, limited sward, 
likely due to past intensive grazing. It is dominated by perennial rye-grass (Lolium 
perenne) and false oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elaƟus), with scaƩered forbs such as 
common hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), horseradish (Armoracia rusƟcana), 
white dead-neƩle (Lamium album), and white clover (Trifolium repens). 
Both areas support an average of three vascular plant species per square meter. 
Sward height varies from 4–8 cm, with less than 20% exceeding 7 cm. Physical 
damage affects under 5% of the total grassland, and bare ground covers less than 
10%. No invasive Schedule 9 plant species were recorded. 

CondiƟon Assessment: Poor 
 

Low 
Strategic 

Significance 

Other 
broadleaved 
woodland  

0.2875 

Located on the eastern and northern secƟons of the site, bordering BreƩon Street 
and the Calder and Hebble NavigaƟon (Dewsbury Cut) are secƟons of semi-
mature, broadleaved woodland. Species present within the woodland include 
birch and ash (dominaƟng the canopy layer), with occasional oak, also present. 
Also present within the woodland understorey and shrub layer is hawthorn, cherry 
and willow. The ground flora layer is also limited, with dense strands of bramble 
scrub dominaƟng, with occasional soŌ rush, and the grass and 
tall forb species detailed above, also present. 

CondiƟon Assessment: 
Moderate 

 
 

Low 
Strategic 

Significance 
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 Baseline Biodiversity Value: On-Site  

Area-Based Habitats 

Habitat Area (ha)  DescripƟon CondiƟon Assessment 
Strategic 
Significance  

Bramble Scrub  0.2264 
Located within secƟons of the central and western areas of dense strands of 
bramble scrub, with limited other species present. There are 
some secƟons of immature self-set willow also present, occasionally. 

CondiƟon Assessment: Poor. 
 

The habitat is automaƟcally 
condiƟoned 

Low 
Strategic 

Significance 

Water-Based Habitats 

Canal  0.203 Km 
Dewsbury Cut (part of the Calder and Hebble NavigaƟon), located along the 
eastern site boundary. The average width of this secƟon of the canal was 18m and 
as such (See River CondiƟon Assessment, Arbtech 2025). 

CondiƟon Assessment: 
Poor 

 

High 
Strategic 

Significance 
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Post-Development 

Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site 

Area-Based Habitats 
 

Habitat Area (ha) DescripƟon 
Proposed CondiƟon 
Assessment 

Strategic 
Significance  

En
ha

nc
ed

 

Other woodland, 
broadleaved  

0.0918 

The woodland will be enhanced to achieve good condiƟon in line with the 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric 4.0. Enhancement measures will include: 
Increasing structural diversity by selecƟve thinning to reduce the 
dominance of single species and encourage natural regeneraƟon. 
Strengthening the understorey through the introducƟon or promoƟon of 
naƟve shrubs such as hazel (Corylus avellana), holly (Ilex aquifolium) and 
dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) to create a more varied verƟcal structure. 
Improving ground flora by reducing bramble dominance in targeted areas 
and allowing naƟve woodland herbs to establish, creaƟng a more species-
rich and conƟnuous ground layer. 
Retaining and creaƟng deadwood habitats, both standing and fallen, 
where safe, to support invertebrates, birds and fungi. 
Controlling invasive or non-naƟve species and monitoring regrowth over 
Ɵme. 
ImplemenƟng long-term management, including rotaƟonal understorey 
management, protecƟon of regeneraƟon, and maintenance of buffer 
zones to safeguard the woodland from adjacent acƟvity. 
Through these combined measures, the woodland will develop a richer 
species composiƟon, improved ground flora, and greater structural 
complexity, enabling it to reach good condiƟon and deliver enhanced 
ecological value within the wider habitat network. 

CondiƟon Assessment: Good 
 

High 
Strategic 

Significance 
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Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site 

Area-Based Habitats 
 

Habitat Area (ha) DescripƟon 
Proposed CondiƟon 
Assessment 

Strategic 
Significance  

 Cr
ea

te
d 

(A
-2

) 

Developed land; 
Sealed surface - 
Buildings  

0.5769 Proposed development and landscaping. 

CondiƟon Assessment: 
condiƟon pre-determined as 
‘N/A’ as detailed within the 

Statutory Biodiversity 
CondiƟon Assessment 

Supplement. 

Low 
Strategic 

Significance 

Mixed scrub 0.0545 

The proposed mixed scrub habitat will be newly created within the site to 
deliver a structurally diverse, species-rich feature that strengthens 
ecological connecƟvity. The scrub will be planted using a locally 
appropriate mix of naƟve species, including hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), hazel (Corylus avellana), dog 
rose (Rosa canina) and guelder rose (Viburnum opulus). 
With appropriate establishment and management, the scrub will develop 
a varied structure of dense thickets and more open patches, supporƟng a 
wide range of wildlife including nesƟng birds, small mammals and 
invertebrates. 
The habitat is intended to reach good condiƟon under the Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric 4.0. To achieve this, ongoing management will include 
rotaƟonal cuƫng to maintain age and structural diversity, protecƟon of 
young plants during establishment, control of compeƟƟve or invasive 
species, and retenƟon of occasional deadwood where safe. These 
measures will ensure the scrub maintains a high-quality, species-rich 
structure and conƟnues to deliver long-term biodiversity benefits. 

CondiƟon Assessment: Good. 
 

High 
Strategic 

Significance 
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Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site 

Area-Based Habitats 
 

Habitat Area (ha) DescripƟon 
Proposed CondiƟon 
Assessment 

Strategic 
Significance  

Other neutral 
grassland 

0.1145 

The proposed other neutral grassland will be created around the site to 
provide a species-rich, semi-natural grassland habitat of moderate 
condiƟon, enhancing ecological connecƟvity and supporƟng pollinators 
and other wildlife. The sward will be established using a naƟve wildflower 
and fine grass seed mix suited to local soil condiƟons, including species 
such as meadow buƩercup (Ranunculus acris), common knapweed 
(Centaurea nigra), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), oxeye daisy 
(Leucanthemum vulgare), and red fescue (Festuca rubra). 
Once established, the grassland will be managed under a low-intensity 
regime, typically involving one to two cuts per year with arisings removed 
to maintain soil nutrient balance and promote floral diversity. Occasional 
tussocks and variaƟon in sward height will provide structural diversity and 
habitat for invertebrates, amphibians, and small mammals. Regular 
monitoring and selecƟve weeding of dominant or invasive species will 
help maintain the grassland’s moderate condiƟon and long-term 
ecological value. 

CondiƟon Assessment: 
Moderate. 

 

High 
Strategic 

Significance 
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Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site 

Area-Based Habitats 
 

Habitat Area (ha) DescripƟon 
Proposed CondiƟon 
Assessment 

Strategic 
Significance  

Individual trees 
0.0896 

22 x small 
trees 

A total of 22 small naƟve trees will be planted across the site to enhance 
structural diversity, provide shade, and support local biodiversity. Species 
will include a mix of locally appropriate naƟves such as field maple (Acer 
campestre), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), silver birch (Betula pendula), and 
wild cherry (Prunus avium).  
 
The trees will be planted at suitable spacing to allow healthy growth and 
long-term canopy development, with protecƟve guards used during 
establishment. Ongoing maintenance will include regular watering during 
the first two years, replacement of any failed specimens, and selecƟve 
pruning to encourage strong structure. Over Ɵme, the trees will 
contribute to the site’s ecological connecƟvity and visual amenity, 
achieving moderate condiƟon in line with Biodiversity Metric 4.0 criteria. 

CondiƟon Assessment: 
Moderate. 

 

High 
Strategic 

Significance 

Watercourse-Based 

 
Cr

ea
te

d 

 
Canal 

 
 
 
 

0.203 Km 
 

The proposed development will result in the removal of an area of 
broadleaved woodland located within 10 m of the canal. This woodland 
currently provides valuable riparian habitat, offering shading, shelter, and 
connecƟvity for wildlife using the canal corridor. Its removal will reduce 
the structural diversity and ecological funcƟon of the canal margin, 
leading to a loss of shading and potenƟal increases in light levels and 
water temperature. 
 
Although no direct works are proposed to the canal or its banks, the 
clearance of woodland and replacement with grassland and developed 
land will decrease habitat quality and reduce the suitability of the riparian 
zone for wildlife. As such, the watercourse has been included in the 

CondiƟon Assessment: Poor. 
Low 

Strategic 
Significance 
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Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site 

Area-Based Habitats 
 

Habitat Area (ha) DescripƟon 
Proposed CondiƟon 
Assessment 

Strategic 
Significance  

biodiversity metric as created in advance 30+ years to account for the 
habitats loss along the banks.  
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Change of Biodiversity Value 

  Biodiversity Units 

  Area-Based Linear-Based Watercourse-Based 

O
n-

Si
te

 

Baseline 

3.86  0.64 
 Modified grassland (0.65) 
 Bramble scrub (0.91) 
 Other woodland; broadleaved (2.3) 

  Canal (0.64) 

Post-
Development 

2.86 

N/A 

0.62 
 Enhanced - Other broadleaved woodland 

(0.73) 
 Created – Other neutral grassland (0.88) 
 Created -  Mixed scrub (0.53) 
 Created – Developed land; sealed surface 

(0.00) 
 Created – Individual tree (0.32) 

 Canal (0.62) 

Overall Net Change 
-1.00 

(-25.82%) 
 

-0.02 
(-3.06%) 
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps 

BNG InformaƟve 

Results 

The current landscaping proposal results in a net loss of area-based habitat units (-25.82%) and a net loss of watercourse units (-3.06%). Trading 
rules have not been met and there is a shorƞall against the required +10% threshold for medium disƟncƟve area-based habitat units and 
watercourse units. The proposal is therefore not compliant with current legislaƟon (Environment Act 2021) or relevant planning policy (NaƟonal 
Planning Policy Framework, 2024). 
 
Area-Based Habitat Units 
The scheme does not currently meet the requirements of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. With a shorƞall of 1.38 units of medium 
disƟncƟveness habitat. In order to achieve compliance, addiƟonal medium disƟncƟveness habitat units will need to be secured, preferably as 
woodland, to address both the overall net gain requirement and the trading rules. 
 

 1.38 units of medium disƟncƟveness habitat will need to be purchased to comply with trading rules. 

 

Watercourse Units 
The scheme does not currently meet the requirements of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric with a shorƞall of 0.08 watercourse units. In order to 
achieve compliance, addiƟonal watercourse units will need to be secured to address both the overall net gain requirement and the trading rules. 

 

 0.08 watercourse units will need to be purchased to comply with trading rules. 

 

 
The mechanism for securing this off-seƫng will need to be proposed to, and confirmed by the LPA e.g., purchasing conservaƟon credits though a 
registered provider, habitat creaƟon directly through the client owned or LPA offered land or a financial contribuƟon towards another provider 
such as a local nature reserve or park. As well as the creaƟon of new habitats, this should also secure the management of the proposed habitats to 
help achieve the desired condiƟon for at least 30 years. This would be linked to the applicaƟon through a planning obligaƟon SecƟon 
106 (S106) agreement. The proposed habitat compensaƟon should be of an appropriate disƟncƟveness to meet the trading rules of BNG. An 
ecology survey of the baseline habitat of any offsite land will be required to inform the baseline condiƟons of any land subject to off-site 
compensaƟon measures. 
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A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should include 
recommendaƟons for the implementaƟon, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is 
delivered.  
 
These addiƟonal requirements can only be acƟoned following the finalisaƟon of the BNG assessment – be it on-site or off-site net gains sought. 

BNG MiƟgaƟon Hierarchy 

Avoidance 
The removal of broadleaved woodland has been kept to a minimum, with a protecƟve buffer retained along the canal where possible. 

MinimisaƟon 
MiƟgaƟon Newly planted mixed scrub and grass will be created with improved species diversity and habitat structure.  

Offset Full Net gain is not achievable within the red line boundary. Offsite units will need to be purchased.  
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan 
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Appendix 2: Post-Development Habitat Plan 

 

Appendix 3: Proposed Development Plan 
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results 
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Appendix 5: Baseline Habitat CondiƟon Assessment Sheets 

5.1 Grassland CondiƟon Assessment 

CondiƟon Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low disƟncƟveness) 
UK Habitat ClassificaƟon (UKHab) 
Habitat Type 

Grassland - Modified grassland 

CondiƟon Assessment Criteria Criterion  
passed  
(Yes or No) 

A There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m2 present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this 
criterion is essenƟal for achieving Moderate or Good condiƟon. 
 
Where the vascular plant species present are characterisƟc of medium, high or very high disƟncƟveness grassland, or there are 9 or 
more of these characterisƟc species per m2 (excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab descripƟon to assess 
whether the grassland should instead be classified as a higher disƟncƟveness grassland. Where a grassland is classed as medium, high, 
or very high disƟncƟveness, please use the relevant condiƟon sheet.  

 N 

B Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creaƟng microclimates which 
provide opportuniƟes for vertebrates and invertebrates to live and breed.  

 N 

C Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scaƩered scrub such as bramble Rubus fruƟcosus agg. 
may be present). 
 
Note - patches of scrub with conƟnuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the relevant scrub habitat type. 

 Y 

D Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage include excessive poaching, damage 
from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high levels of access, or any other damaging management acƟviƟes. 

 Y 

E  Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a concentraƟon of rabbit warrens)2.  Y 

F Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.  Y 

G There is an absence of invasive non-naƟve plant species3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA4).  Y 
EssenƟal criterion achieved (Yes or No) N 
Number of criteria passed 5 
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CondiƟon Assessment Result (out of 7 criteria) CondiƟon Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓ 
Passes 6 or 7 criteria including passing essenƟal criterion A Good (3)  
Passes 4 or 5 criteria including passing essenƟal criterion A Moderate (2)  
Passes 3 or fewer criteria; OR  
Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding criterion A) 

Poor (1) Poor 

 

 

5.2 Woodland CondiƟon Assessment 

Condition Assessment Criteria - Woodand 

Indicator   Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) Poor (1 point) Score per indicator 

A 
Age distribution of 
trees 

Three age-classes1 present. Two age-classes1 present. One age-class1 present. 
 2 

B 
Wild, domestic and 
feral herbivore 
damage 

No significant browsing damage 
evident in woodland2. 

Evidence of significant browsing 
pressure is present in less than 
40% of whole woodland2. 

Evidence of significant 
browsing pressure is present 
in 40% or more of whole 
woodland2. 

 3 

C Invasive plant species 
No invasive species3 present in 
woodland. 

Rhododendron Rhododendron 
ponticum or cherry laurel Prunus 
laurocerasus not present, and 
other invasive species3 <10% 
cover. 

Rhododendron or cherry 
laurel present, or other 
invasive species3 ≥10% cover. 

 3 

D 
Number of native tree 
species 

Five or more native tree or shrub 
species4 found across woodland 
parcel. 

Three to four native tree or shrub 
species4 found across woodland 
parcel. 

Two or less native tree or 
shrub species4 across 
woodland parcel. 

 3 

E 
Cover of native tree 
and shrub species   

>80% of canopy trees and >80% of 
understory shrubs are native5. 

50 - 80% of canopy trees and 50 - 
80% of understory shrubs are 
native5. 

<50% of canopy trees and 
<50% of understory shrubs are 
native5. 

 3 
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F 
Open space within 
woodland 

10 - 20% of woodland has areas of 
temporary open space6.  
Unless woodland is <10ha, in 
which case 0 - 20% temporary 
open space is permitted7. 

21 - 40% of woodland has areas 
of temporary open space6. 

<10% or >40% of woodland 
has areas of temporary open 
space6.  
But if woodland <10ha has 
<10% temporary open space, 
please see Good category7. 

 3 

G 
Woodland 
regeneration 

All three classes present in 
woodland8; trees 4 - 7 cm 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH), 
saplings and seedlings or advanced 
coppice regrowth. 

One or two classes only present 
in woodland8. 

No classes or coppice 
regrowth present in 
woodland8. 

 2 

H Tree health 
Tree mortality 10% or less, no 
pests or diseases and no crown 
dieback9. 

11% to 25% tree mortality and or 
crown dieback or low-risk pest or 
disease present9. 

Greater than 25% tree 
mortality and or any high-risk 
pest or disease present9. 

 3 

I  
Vegetation and 
ground flora 

Recognisable NVC plant 
community10 at ground layer 
present, strongly characterised by 
ancient woodland flora specialists. 

Recognisable woodland NVC 
plant community10 at ground 
layer present. 

No recognisable woodland 
NVC plant community10 at 
ground layer present. 

 1 

J 
Woodland vertical 
structure 

Three or more storeys across all 
survey plots, or a complex 
woodland11. 

Two storeys across all survey 
plots11. 

One or less storey across all 
survey plots11. 

 1 

K Veteran trees 
Two or more veteran trees12 per 
hectare. 

One veteran tree12 per hectare. 
No veteran trees12 present in 
woodland. 

 1 

L Amount of deadwood 

50% of all survey plots within the 
woodland parcel have deadwood, 
such as standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead branches 
and or stems, branch stubs and 
stumps, or an abundance of small 
cavities13. 

Between 25% and 50% of all 
survey plots within the woodland 
parcel have deadwood, such as 
standing and fallen deadwood, 
large dead branches and or 
stems, stubs and stumps, or an 
abundance of small cavities13. 

Less than 25% of all survey 
plots within the woodland 
parcel have deadwood, such 
as standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead 
branches and or stems, stubs 
and stumps, or an abundance 
of small cavities13. 

 1 
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M Woodland disturbance 
No nutrient enrichment or 
damaged ground evident14. 

Less than 1 hectare in total of 
nutrient enrichment across 
woodland area, and or less than 
20% of woodland area has 
damaged ground14. 

1 hectare or more of nutrient 
enrichment, and or 20% or 
more of woodland area has 
damaged ground14. 

 3 

Total Score (out of a possible 39)  30 

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score 
Total score >32 (33 to 39) Good (3) 

Total score 26 to 32      Moderate (2) 

Total score <26 (13 to 25) Poor (1) 
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Appendix 6: New Proposed Habitats condiƟon Assessment 

6.1 Scrub CondiƟon Assessment 

CondiƟon Sheet: SCRUB Habitat Type 

UK Habitat ClassificaƟon (UKHab) Habitat Type 
 Mixed scrub or 
hawthorn 

CondiƟon Assessment Criteria  

 

Criterion passed (Yes or 
No) 

A 

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and composiƟon of the vegetaƟon closely matches its 
UKHab descripƟon (where in its natural range).1  
- At least 80% of scrub is naƟve,  
- There are at least three naƟve woody species2, 

- No single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel Corylus avellana, common juniper Juniperus communis, sea 
buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides (only in its restricted naƟve range), or box Buxus sempervirens, which can be up to 100% cover). 

Y 

B Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veteran3) shrubs are all present.  Y 

C 
There is an absence of invasive non-naƟve plant species4 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA5) and species indicaƟve of subopƟmal 
condiƟon6 make up less than 5% of ground cover. 

Y 

D 
The scrub has a well-developed edge with scaƩered scrub and tall grassland and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent 
habitat. 

Y 

E There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing sheltered edges.  Y 

Number of Criteria Passed  

CondiƟon Assessment Result (out of 5 
criteria) 

CondiƟon Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓ 

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)  Good 
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Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) 
 

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)   
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6.2: Woodland Habitat CondiƟon Assessment 

Condition Assessment Criteria - Woodand 

Indicator   Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) Poor (1 point) Score per indicator 

A 
Age distribution of 
trees 

Three age-classes1 present. Two age-classes1 present. One age-class1 present. 
 2 

B 
Wild, domestic and 
feral herbivore 
damage 

No significant browsing damage 
evident in woodland2. 

Evidence of significant browsing 
pressure is present in less than 
40% of whole woodland2. 

Evidence of significant 
browsing pressure is present 
in 40% or more of whole 
woodland2. 

 3 

C Invasive plant species 
No invasive species3 present in 
woodland. 

Rhododendron Rhododendron 
ponticum or cherry laurel Prunus 
laurocerasus not present, and 
other invasive species3 <10% 
cover. 

Rhododendron or cherry 
laurel present, or other 
invasive species3 ≥10% cover. 

 3 

D 
Number of native tree 
species 

Five or more native tree or shrub 
species4 found across woodland 
parcel. 

Three to four native tree or shrub 
species4 found across woodland 
parcel. 

Two or less native tree or 
shrub species4 across 
woodland parcel. 

 3 

E 
Cover of native tree 
and shrub species   

>80% of canopy trees and >80% of 
understory shrubs are native5. 

50 - 80% of canopy trees and 50 - 
80% of understory shrubs are 
native5. 

<50% of canopy trees and 
<50% of understory shrubs are 
native5. 

 3 

F 
Open space within 
woodland 

10 - 20% of woodland has areas of 
temporary open space6.  
Unless woodland is <10ha, in 
which case 0 - 20% temporary 
open space is permitted7. 

21 - 40% of woodland has areas 
of temporary open space6. 

<10% or >40% of woodland 
has areas of temporary open 
space6.  
But if woodland <10ha has 
<10% temporary open space, 
please see Good category7. 

 3 

G 
Woodland 
regeneration 

All three classes present in 
woodland8; trees 4 - 7 cm 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH), 

One or two classes only present 
in woodland8. 

No classes or coppice 
regrowth present in 
woodland8. 

 1 
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saplings and seedlings or advanced 
coppice regrowth. 

H Tree health 
Tree mortality 10% or less, no 
pests or diseases and no crown 
dieback9. 

11% to 25% tree mortality and or 
crown dieback or low-risk pest or 
disease present9. 

Greater than 25% tree 
mortality and or any high-risk 
pest or disease present9. 

 3 

I  
Vegetation and 
ground flora 

Recognisable NVC plant 
community10 at ground layer 
present, strongly characterised by 
ancient woodland flora specialists. 

Recognisable woodland NVC 
plant community10 at ground 
layer present. 

No recognisable woodland 
NVC plant community10 at 
ground layer present. 

 2 

J 
Woodland vertical 
structure 

Three or more storeys across all 
survey plots, or a complex 
woodland11. 

Two storeys across all survey 
plots11. 

One or less storey across all 
survey plots11. 

 1 

K Veteran trees 
Two or more veteran trees12 per 
hectare. 

One veteran tree12 per hectare. 
No veteran trees12 present in 
woodland. 

 1 

L Amount of deadwood 

50% of all survey plots within the 
woodland parcel have deadwood, 
such as standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead branches 
and or stems, branch stubs and 
stumps, or an abundance of small 
cavities13. 

Between 25% and 50% of all 
survey plots within the woodland 
parcel have deadwood, such as 
standing and fallen deadwood, 
large dead branches and or 
stems, stubs and stumps, or an 
abundance of small cavities13. 

Less than 25% of all survey 
plots within the woodland 
parcel have deadwood, such 
as standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead 
branches and or stems, stubs 
and stumps, or an abundance 
of small cavities13. 

 1 

M Woodland disturbance 
No nutrient enrichment or 
damaged ground evident14. 

Less than 1 hectare in total of 
nutrient enrichment across 
woodland area, and or less than 
20% of woodland area has 
damaged ground14. 

1 hectare or more of nutrient 
enrichment, and or 20% or 
more of woodland area has 
damaged ground14. 

 2 

Total Score (out of a possible 39)  28 

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score 
Total score >32 (33 to 39) Good (3) 
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Total score 26 to 32      Moderate (2) 

Total score <26 (13 to 25) Poor (1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Saghir Hussain    Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

6.3: Grassland Habitat CondiƟon Assessment 

CondiƟon Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type: Other Neutral Grassland 

CondiƟon Assessment Criteria Criterion 
passed (Yes 
or No) 

A The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high proporƟon of characterisƟc indicator species 
present relevant to the specific habitat type (and relaƟve to Footnote 3 subopƟmal species which may be listed in the UKHab 
descripƟon).1 
 
Note - this criterion is essenƟal for achieving Moderate or Good condiƟon for non-acid grassland types only. 

 Y 

B Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creaƟng microclimates 
which provide opportuniƟes for insects, birds and small mammals to live and breed.  

 N 

C Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example, rabbit warrens2.  Y 

D Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub (including bramble Rubus fruƟcosus agg.) is less than 
5%. 

 Y 

E Combined cover of species indicaƟve of subopƟmal condiƟon3 and physical damage (such as excessive poaching, damage from 
machinery use or storage, damaging levels of access, or any other damaging management acƟviƟes) accounts for less than 5% of 
total area. 
 
If any invasive non-naƟve plant species4 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA5) are present, this criterion is automaƟcally failed. 

 Y 

AddiƟonal Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types 
F There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m2 present, including forbs that are characterisƟc of the habitat type (species 

referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 cannot contribute towards this count).  
 
Note - this criterion is essenƟal for achieving Good condiƟon for non-acid grassland types only. 

 N 

EssenƟal criterion for Good condiƟon achieved (for non-acid grassland) 
 (Yes or No) 

  

Number of criteria passed   



Saghir Hussain    Land off BreƩon Street, Dewsbury, Kirklees WF12 9DB 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

CondiƟon 
Assessment 
Result 

CondiƟon Assessment Score Score 
Achieved 
×/✓ 

Acid grassland types (Result out of 5 criteria) 

Passes 5 
criteria 

Good (3)   

Passes 3 or 
4 criteria 

Moderate (2)  Moderate 

Passes 2 or 
fewer 
criteria 

Poor (1)   

Non-acid grassland types (Result out of 6 criteria) 
Passes 5 or 6 criteria, including essenƟal criterion A and addiƟonal criterion F. Good (3)  
Passes 3 - 5 criteria, including essenƟal criterion A Moderate (2)  
Passes 2 or fewer criteria;  OR  Passes 3 or 4 criteria excluding criterion A and F Poor (1)  
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6.4 Individual Tree CondiƟon Assessment 

UK Habitat ClassificaƟon (UKHab) Habitat Type  
CondiƟon Assessment Criteria 

 T1 
A The tree is a naƟve species (or at least 70% within the block are naƟve species). N 
B The tree canopy is predominantly conƟnuous, with gaps in canopy cover making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual 

trees automaƟcally pass this criterion). 
 Y 

C The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)1.  N 
D There is liƩle or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human acƟviƟes (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural acƟvity). 

And there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected canopy for their age range and height. 
 Y 

E Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as presence of deadwood, caviƟes, ivy or loose bark.  N 
F More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetaƟon beneath.  N 

Number of criteria passed  3 
CondiƟon Assessment Result (out of 7 criteria) CondiƟon Assessment Score 
Passes 5 or 6 criteria including passing essenƟal criterion A Good (3)  
Passes 3 or 4 criteria including passing essenƟal criterion A Moderate (2) Moderate 
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)  

 

 


