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Introduction 

This statement is submitted in connection with the planning application for business development on 
an existing industrial site.  
 
There are a number of relevant local and national planning policies as follows.  
 
Local Plan Policy LP51 (Protection and improvement of local air quality) states:  
 
“Development will be expected to demonstrate that it is not likely to result, directly or indirectly, in 
an increase in air pollution which would have an unacceptable impact on the natural and built 
environment or to people.” 
 
Turning to national policy, NPPF Paragraph 199 states: “Planning policies and decisions should sustain 
and contribute towards compliance with relevant limit values or national objectives for pollutants, 
taking into account the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones, and the 
cumulative impacts from individual sites in local areas. Opportunities to improve air quality or 
mitigate impacts should be identified, such as through traffic and travel management, and green 
infrastructure provision and enhancement……..Planning decisions should ensure that any new 
development in Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones is consistent with the local air 
quality action plan.” 
 
As Policy LP51 confirms, the acceptability of development proposals is not predicated upon 
eliminating air pollution risks altogether: it is about preventing “unacceptable” impacts.  
 
It is noted that the site in question is not within a designated Air Quality Management Area or a 
Clean Air Zone. However, the proposal site is located adjacent to an existing Air Quality Management 
Area (Kirklees Area 9 – Huddersfield town centre 1).  
 
The WY Air Quality & Emissions Technical Planning Guidance (AQETPG) 2 is a material planning 
consideration of limited weight.3 Notwithstanding this, the AQETPG sets out a three stage 

 
1 Designated for elevated levels of Nitrogen Oxide 

2 Linked to West Yorkshire Low Emissions Strategy 2016 – 2021 
 



 

 

assessment process. This is set out below, together with the relevant responses in connection with 
the development in question.  
 
Determining the classification of the development proposal 
 
Assessing the proposals against Table 1 (p6) of the WY Air Quality & Emissions Technical Planning 
Guidance, the proposed development would fall into the medium category 4, as it would be adjacent 
to the Huddersfield Town Centre AQMA.  
 
Assessing and quantifying the impact on local air quality 
 
Section 5.2 of the AQETPG sets out the criteria for the likelihood of introducing additional exposure 
for minor & medium proposals, comprising the following:  
 
• The proposal is adjacent to or within an AQMA; 
• The proposal is in a location 20m from roads at or above the relevant national objective highlighted 
on the DEFRA GIS modelled maps (http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/gismapping). 
• The proposal is one of the Land Use types: 
 

- C1 to C3 in table 1;  
- C4 (Homes of Multiple Occupation) 
- D1 in table1. 

 
The proposals fall within the first criteria only – i.e. the proposal is adjacent to an AQMA.  
 
Determining the level of a mitigation required by the proposal to meet Local Development Plan 
requirements 
 
In this case, the proposed development falls within one of the above ‘exposure’ criteria, however as 
confirmed within the submitted Transport Statement, the proposals will result in a net decrease in 
traffic (and hence potential vehicular generated pollutants) as a result of the proposed net decrease 
in commercial floorspace at the site, once the development is complete.  
 
Nevertheless, for Type 2 (medium) proposals, a number of mitigation measures are listed within the 
AQETPG document.  
 
The development scheme in this case proposes the following mitigation measures:  
 

a) Five EV charging points are proposed, exceeding the 5% level specified in the AQETPG.  
 

b) A Travel Plan accompanies the planning application and includes provision for: 
improvements to increase pedestrian usage through safe and convenient access with 
appropriate lighting; improvements to increase cycle usage through safe and convenient 

 
3 It is a ‘guidance’ document. It is not a formally adopted supplementary planning document, or part of an 
adopted Local Plan, and it is understood this guidance document has not been the subject of public 
consultation.  
 
4 NOTE: It would not constitute major category development for the purposes of this guidance because the 
floorspace amounts of the different components are below the thresholds in Table 1; the levels of two way 
vehicle movements do not exceed the thresholds set out; and less than 100 new parking spaces are proposed.  



 

 

access, and secure cycle parking provision; travel information to be promoted to all staff 
through a Travel Information Welcome Pack; and the appointment of a Travel Plan 
Coordinator to: promote walking, cycling and the use of public transport; to set targets for 
reducing use of the private car; and monitor and review the ongoing situation regarding the 
initiatives set out in the Travel Plan.  

 
It is noted in this case that there are excellent levels of accessibility for all non-car modes of transport 
in this location (including being in close proximity to the town centre and frequent bus & train 
services). This is considered likely to result in a realistic choice of sustainable travel options, thereby 
reducing air pollution and other emissions further.  
 
In summary, the proposals will result in a net reduction in traffic generation and being a non-B2 
(gneral industrial) use, will not generate air pollution from manufacturing actvity. Mitigation 
measures in the form of EV charging points and Travel Plan inistiatives are put forward.  
 
The proposals are not considered to have unacceptable impacts on air quality, and are therefore 
considered to comply with the relevant requirements of Local Plan Policy LP51, NPPF Paragraph 199 
5, and the guidance in the Air Quality & Emissions Technical Planning Guidance for West Yorkshire.  
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