
1. Introduction
This Heritage Risk Assessment supports the proposed new-build brewery in Holmfirth, ensuring that the development respects and 
enhances the historic character of the surrounding area. While the brewery does not directly impact any designated heritage assets, it is 
located within a historically significant townscape. As such, careful consideration has been given to its design, materiality, and scale to 
ensure it positively contributes to Holmfirth’s rich architectural and industrial heritage.
This assessment, informed by the Design and Access Statement (DAS), demonstrates how the proposal aligns with best conservation 
practices by integrating contemporary design within a historically sensitive setting.

2. Heritage Context and Significance
 • Holmfirth has a strong industrial and cultural heritage, with a townscape characterised by historic stone buildings, industrial 
structures, and traditional streetscapes.
 • While the new brewery is not replacing a historic structure, it is located in a setting that demands sensitivity to scale, materials, 
and the established architectural language.
 • The proposal offers an opportunity to reinforce the area’s brewing heritage, ensuring that the tradition continues in a manner 
that is both functional and contextually appropriate.

3. Potential Risks and Design Considerations

3.1 Visual and Contextual Impact
 • Integration with Historic Character: A new-build structure has the potential to contrast too strongly with its surroundings if 
not carefully designed. The brewery’s design, as detailed in the DAS, ensures a respectful relationship with Holmfirth’s existing built 
environment.
 • Scale and Massing: The brewery must respond to the surrounding building heights and forms to avoid appearing out of place. 
The proposal maintains a sympathetic scale that sits comfortably within the townscape.
 • Materiality: The use of inappropriate modern materials could disrupt the aesthetic harmony of the area. The brewery has been 
designed with locally inspired materials to complement the existing palette of Holmfirth’s industrial and vernacular architecture.

3.2 Environmental and Structural Considerations
 • Sustainability and Longevity: The new brewery has been designed with durable, high-quality materials that will age well, 
ensuring it contributes positively to the townscape over time.
 • Energy Efficiency and Environmental Impact: The project embraces sustainable construction methods that respect the 
broader environmental heritage of the area.

4. Mitigation and Enhancement Strategies

4.1 Contextual Architectural Approach
 • Material Selection: The brewery will use a mix of natural stone, timber, and metal elements, referencing Holmfirth’s industrial 
past while incorporating modern craftsmanship.
 • Sympathetic Roofscape: The roof form has been carefully considered to avoid dominating the skyline while maintaining a 
strong architectural identity.
 • Thoughtful Positioning: The layout of the brewery has been designed to respect key sightlines and pedestrian movement 
patterns, ensuring it enhances the surrounding streetscape.

4.2 Environmental Resilience and Long-Term Management
 • Low-Impact Construction Methods: The brewery’s construction process will minimise disruption to the historic townscape and 
ensure compatibility with conservation principles.
 • Future-Proofed Design: The building has been designed with adaptability in mind, ensuring it remains a valuable part of 
Holmfirth’s urban fabric for generations.

5. Supporting Statement by Freddie Armitage, Studio Armitage

As an architect committed to designing within historically sensitive contexts, I fully support the development of this new brewery in 
Holmfirth. While the building itself is a contemporary addition, it has been designed with a deep respect for its surroundings, ensuring that 
it harmonises with the town’s historic character rather than competing with it.

The project is an excellent example of how new-build architecture can engage with heritage principles, using locally inspired materials, 
appropriate scale, and considered detailing to create a structure that feels both modern and rooted in place. The brewery will not only 
reinforce Holmfirth’s industrial legacy but also serve as a landmark for future generations, demonstrating how sensitive, high-quality 
design can contribute to a town’s evolving architectural narrative.
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