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The BNG assessment has not considered the various watercourses, both onsite and
offsite.

A watercourse is present in the east of the site running northwards and west, the
watercourse is then culverted.
This watercourse and the culverts are not indicated on the baseline habitat plans.
The canal is also present to the north of the site (offsite). The banks appear to have
been put in the blue line, the authority must consider whether this is appropriate or if
this is an abuse of the BNG strategy. Regardless, it only appears that the banks are
within the blue line, and therefore it must be considered whether the 10m riparian zone
is onsite, if so, the canal should be scoped into the BNG assessment. It is clear that a
footpath is being proposed in the east of the site along the bank top. This would be
considered as an impact on the riparian zone of the canal.

A view of historic maps indicates various watercourses/streams flowing down the hill
(along Ouzewell Lane, and Morton Street) and onto the site. These watercourses have
been culverted but connected to a watercourse onsite. The historic ward boundary was
demarked by the presence of a watercourse.

Details of the various watercourses and culverts and discussed and shown within the
drainage report.

Given that watercourses have not been considered within the BNG assessment, this
will need to be reconsidered. This also this demonstrates a lack of communication with
the design team, which demonstates a lack of compliance with the Principle 3 of
CIEEM Good Practice Principles for Development. The ecology consultants may want
to consult the drainage consultants to confirm the locations of the watercourses.


