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1 - INTRODUCTION 

This Design and Access Statement supports the Planning Application for a replacement 

clubhouse at Netherton Junior Football Club, Hawkroyd Bank Road, Netherton, Huddersfield 

(HD4 7JW).  

The proposal addresses the inadequacies of the existing facilities, which lack basic amenities 

such as showers, and aims to meet the Football Association's current requirements. The new 

clubhouse will enhance the welfare, safety, and experience of club members and visitors, while 

also supporting community use through upgraded function spaces. 

The proposed clubhouse will occupy the same general location as the current building. It will 

incorporate sustainable features and a modern design, blending functionality with visual appeal. 

This statement outlines the design principles, site context, access considerations, and 

addresses relevant planning policies and guidance. 

 
Above – Existing facilities  
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2 – SITE CONTEXT AND LOCATION  

The site is situated at Coronation Field on Hawkroyd Bank Netherton Huddersfield, at the 

existing recreation field, first recognised as a recreation area in 1913 prior to much of the 

residential properties being erected.  

 

Above – 1913 Ordnance Map 

The site is designated as Urban Greenspace under the Kirklees Local Plan. It lies within an 

established recreational area adjacent to residential housing and a children's play area. The 

existing football grounds are a long-standing community resource. The proposed development 

respects the site’s recreational use, providing an upgraded facility while maintaining the open 

and green character of the area. 

 

Above – 1969 Ordnance Map 
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Above – Kirklees Local Plan showing Urban Green Space 

 

Above – Location Plan 
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3 – DESIGN PROPOSAL 

3.1 Use and Amount 

 

The proposed clubhouse will bring the facilities in line with modern standards and Football 

Association requirements. It will house: 

• Two spacious changing rooms, each with integrated showers and toilets. 

• A function room to accommodate club meetings, community events, and social 

gatherings. 

• A bar and kitchen to support hospitality needs. 

• Offices and a first-aid room to support club operations. 

The footprint of the building, at approximately 198m², strikes a balance between functionality 

and maintaining the openness of the surrounding Urban Greenspace. 

 

Above – Proposed Floor Plan 
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3.2 Layout 

 

The layout’s form follows the existing principles, the layout has been designed to ensure that the 

club will have space to house its current and future members, there will be easy access for staff, 

children, and parents. The internal circulation has been planned to ensure safety and 

accessibility for all users. 

The layout is designed for safety, accessibility, and practicality: 

• Changing rooms are separated to maintain privacy. 

• Public spaces such as the function room and bar are easily accessible from the 

entrance, while staff areas remain secure. 

• Level access throughout ensures usability for individuals with mobility impairments. 

• Clear and logical circulation paths enhance the flow of users, whether players, staff, or 

spectators. 

 

Above – Proposed site layout 
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3.3 Scale 

 

The new clubhouse respects the scale of the surrounding residential and recreational context. 

Its modest height and roofline, combined with a peaked roof design, prevent it from appearing 

imposing while maximizing functionality. The roof also accommodates solar panels, promoting 

sustainability and future-proofing the facility. 

A reasonably steep corrugated steel roof has been chosen for its durability, providing a large 

roof span to accommodate the required solar panels to ensure that the building can adequately 

run from renewable energy.  

The roof pitch enhances water and snow runoff, preventing damage and ensuring the panels 

receive maximum sunlight. Corrugated steel is strong, weather-resistant, and low-maintenance, 

providing a long lifespan and reliable performance. 

 

Above – Proposed elevation 
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3.4 Appearance 

 

The appearance of the clubhouse is modern and purposeful, achieved through a combination of 

black corrugated steel cladding and white render. 

 

Corrugated steel is highly weather-resistant, protecting the building from harsh conditions, 

including heavy rainfall and snowfall. Its strength ensures the clubhouse will have a long 

lifespan with minimal maintenance. The steel cladding is recyclable, aligning with the eco-

conscious goals of the project, with reflective properties to reduce heat absorption, lowering 

cooling requirements during warmer months. 

The clean lines of the render and dark finish of the steel cladding modernise the design, offering 

a sleek and professional appearance that reflects the progressive ambitions of the football club. 

The contrast between the black steel and white render at the entrance highlights the building's 

access point and adds visual interest. 

The modular nature of corrugated steel makes installation efficient, reducing construction time 

and costs. 

The material’s versatility allows for easy integration with other design features, such as the 

rendered entrance and frosted glazing. 

 

The subdued black finish ensures the building blends into the surrounding environment rather 

than dominating it. This minimises visual disruption to the adjacent residential properties and the 

Urban Greenspace setting. 

 

Above – Visual image 
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4 - ACCESS 

4.1 Vehicular and Pedestrian Access 

 

The site is accessible via Hawkroyd Bank road, this access will remain unchanged. The existing 

parking provision is sufficient and to accommodate visitors without additional traffic impacts.  

4.2 Inclusive Access 

 

The proposal considers the needs of all potential users, including those with disabilities. The 

building will comply with current accessibility standards, including level access points, wide 

corridors, and appropriate signage. The size of the rooms ensure that visitors of the building can 

use the space safely and comfortably. 
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5 – PLANNING POLICY AND CONSIDERATIONS  

5.1 Principle of Development 

The replacement clubhouse is consistent with the site's existing recreational use and aligns with 

the objectives of the Urban Greenspace designation by enhancing community facilities. 

5.2 Highway Safety 

The proposal does not increase parking demand or vehicular traffic beyond current levels. 

Safe access for service vehicles is maintained. 

5.3 Design and Visual Impact 

The design harmonizes with the site’s character, ensuring a minimal visual footprint. The use of 

subdued materials prevents the structure from appearing overbearing to nearby residents. 

 

Above – Visual perspective of the building within existing setting  

5.4 Residential Concerns 

Potential concerns regarding noise and activity are mitigated through: 

The building will be insulated and finished with double glazing to assist with soundproofing 

measures in the function areas. 

The club currently has management policies in place, these procedures are to be expanded to 

ensure responsible use of the building during events, with staff and volunteers appointed as 

duty bound attendees of any event and on behalf of the management committee 
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6 - CONCLUSION 

The proposed replacement clubhouse is a vital improvement for Netherton Junior Football Club, 

meeting contemporary standards and benefiting both the club and the wider community.  

Designed with sustainability and accessibility in mind, the development aligns with planning 

policies while respecting the character of the area. It is submitted with confidence as a valuable 

and necessary enhancement of this local amenity. 

 


