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ASSIGNMENT BRIEF.  

 Introduction: 

The following report has been commissioned by the Reach Academy,  as 
a Tree Safety Report for the purposes of managing the trees within their 
property  boundary, to an acceptable risk level, and to identify any 
immediate risk for priority attention.  See Appendix 1 

Classification: 

This report does not encompass all the individual trees within the 
boundaries of this property, but as indicated on image, Overview, trees 
have been grouped together and assigned area numbers shown as area 
1, area 2  etc, on the attached Overview maps and noted on the data 
sheets for cross referencing purposes. These Groups have been 
carefully assessed and the full findings plus any remedial work data 
relating to those groups can be found at Appendix 2.   

 

Study:  

The following investigation of individual trees includes:  
 

• Specific Species 

• Age Range  

• Comments & Work Recommendations 

• The actual/potential hazard/risk 

• Work Prioritisation . 
 
All trees have been inspected from ground level only. Tree age range, 
and future growth potential are approximate measurements.  
 

Statutory Provisions: 

If trees/vegetation on site are the subjects of any; 
 

• Tree Preservation Orders (TPO),  

• are encompassed within a Conservation Area,  

• hedgerows that are classified as “important” (The Hedgerow 
Regulations 1997),  

• Covenants which protect trees, 
 
then statutory permission from the Local Planning Authority (LPA) will be 
required before any tree works take place. Wildlife and in particular bat 
surveys are strongly recommended to avoid contravention of the Wildlife 
Acts. No work should be undertaken during the bird nesting season for 
similar reasons. 
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Administrative Details: 

 

Site: 

Reach Academy 

Batley Field Hill, 

Batley 

Wakefield 

WF17 0BQ 

 
 
Agent: JOHNSON’S TREE CARE & SURVEY SERVICES 
 
 

SURVEYOR UNDERTAKING ARBORICULTUAL HAZARD EVALUATION 
 
 
 
Craig Johnson.   Professional Consulting Arborist  

• N.D. Arb 

• The International Society of Arboriculture Certified  Specialist  

• The International Society of Arboriculture Certified Tree Risk Assessor. 

• Certified by the Forestry & Arb Safety & Training Council in Commercial 
Arboriculture Risk Assessment, City & Guilds Level 1,2,3, NPTC & 
LANTRA 

• Certified European Supervisor for Tree Work/Risk Assessment 
Examinations.   

• Certified LOLER Inspector 

• Board Member of the European Arboricultural Council 

• Board Member & Past President of the International Society of Arboriculture, 
United Kingdom & Ireland  

• Practicing Arborist, Tree Worker Specialist, Assessment Surveying – 40 
years 

 
 
 
Craig Johnson is a member of the International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA), a  professional body for Arboriculture in the United Kingdom and the UK 
member of the European Arboricultural Council, with many years experience 
within the industry.  He is a registered and approved LANTRA Training 
Instructor and NPTC Assessor. 
 
 
Sybil Johnson    Assistant to Surveyor,  BSc 
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EXAMINATION DETAILS AND REPORT LIMITATIONS 

 

The Site was visited on the 20th April 2023  to gather all the relevant field 
data and to allow the final submission of this report by  30th April, 2023 

For the purpose of this report the tree(s) will be referred to by their 
English name.  The assessed trees have been shown as groups on 
attached sketch plans as section appendices. All recommended work 
identified during this survey has been given a work priority and a hazard 
rating.  

Trees are living organisms and as such the health and condition can 
change rapidly.  The health, safety and condition of the trees should be 
checked regularly to ensure their well being, preferably once a year.   

The conclusions and recommendations in this report are valid for a 
period of one year from the date of this report.  This limit of validity may 
be reduced in the case of any change in the conditions to, or changes in 
close proximity to the tree.  

 

THE LOCATION 

 

This site is a School Campus with a number of Mature and Young Mature 
trees.  The School buildings are situated there, with play areas, tennis 
courts and gymnasium. There are also areas of car parking for the use 
of the staff and visitors. The boundaries of this property align with Batley 
Field Hill. 

 

TREE DATA and DETAILS 

 

The trees have been assessed from ground level. No digging of the soil 
around the root zone was carried out, and no climbing inspections have 
been made.  Where applicable, they have been recommended. 

TREE ANALYSIS  

 

The present tree stock is quantified to assess the following. 
 

• Age Range Diversification 

• Condition of present tree stock. 

• Safety of tree stock 
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Age Range Diversification 

Of the  Groups assessed, they contained a mixture of freely growing Young 
Mature and Mature trees. As trees become over-mature they may develop 
defects and become hazardous and should be monitored regularly.  
 
Tree Condition 
Within the groups assessed, most of those trees are in a fair - good condition 
showing Good Growth & Vitality 
 

 

THE APPRAISAL 

The Level One assessment was carried out from Ground Level only. The 
weather was fine and dry with light wind. 
 

CONCLUSIONS  

The stock visually inspected, pose no immediate hazard and largely, do not 
require any works at this time, although reinspection following Ivy removal is 
advised as clearly, it is not possible to adequately survey Ivy Infested trees.   
 

Based on the above appraisal, and the duty of care tree ownership 
legally carries, I have arrived at the following conclusions: 

3 Trees require Priority 1 works recommended to be carried out 
immediately or within a maximum of 6 months.  

2 Trees require Priority 2 works recommended to be carried out 
within a maximum of 12 months. 

1 Tree requires Priority 3 works recommended to be carried out 
immediately or within a maximum of 24 months 

 

That a formalised Tree Safety Inspection Plan is implemented in order to 
preserve and maintain the tree stock whilst minimising the risk of injury to the 
public, persons or other trees, wildlife and buildings which could potentially 
result from non-managed tree stock.  
 
The trees within these surveyed groups should be allowed to continue growing 
in their natural environment with as little interference as possible.  
 
By undertaking a Safety Report, you are in accord with your duty of Care and 
and a nominated person should carry on with regular ‘walkaround’ checks of 
the trees within the property’s boundaries. Particularly following a ‘weather 
incident’ such as storm, high winds etc., and no children should be allowed to 
gather beside the trees until that safety check has been undertaken and noted 
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on file.  If all appears well, no further action is needed, if however, there is any 
cause for concern or any sense of possible damage then a qualified person 
should be called to undertake an assessment. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That before authorising any tree works, those persons wishing to 
carry out works should contact your local planning authority to apply 
for permission to carry out the recommended works as these trees 
may be subject to a tree preservation order or within a conservation 
area. Statutory permission is required before any works can take 
place.    

I advise that the work be carried out by a contractor who should carry 
out all tree works to BS 3998 (2010) Recommendations for Tree 
Works. A request to view Risk Assessment, Methodology Statement, 
Certification and Insurance documentation should always be made. 

 

Signed.....              Craig Johnson 

Dated ...               21st April 2023 
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GROUP ONE.  HIGH USE PLAY AREA WITH GAZEBO AND DECKING  
There are within this surveyed group of trees, in Fairly Good condition, a mix 
of Mature and Young Mature trees, some requiring work to ensure there are 
no safety issues. 
  
1 X Ash, Young Mature, Ivy covered.  Sever Ivy and reinspect  P.2 
1 x Hawthorn, Young Mature, Ivy covered.  Sever Ivy and reinspect  P.2 
1 x Ash, Mature, adjacent to Gazebo with Dead Wood.  Remove DW P.1 
1 x Beech Mature, bi-furcates at 3 m Included fork           NWR 
1 x Ash, Mature, lapsed pollard, Dead Wood to remove   P.1 
 
GROUP TWO.    WOODLAND ROADSIDE 
There are within this surveyed group of trees, in Fairly Good condition, a mix 
of Mature and Young Mature trees, some requiring work to ensure there are 
no safety issues.  There is also strong understorey consisting of:- 
Rhododendron, Laurel, Elderberry, Privet.  These provide a good road noise 
traffic screen.  The significant trees within this area are, 
 
2 x Beech with crossing branches to take out.     P.3 
3 x Cherry                          NWR  
 
GROUP THREE WOODLAND CAR PARKING BOUNDARY 

There are within this surveyed group of trees, in Fairly Good condition, a mix 
of Mature and Young Mature trees, some requiring work to ensure there are 
no safety issues.  There is also strong understorey consisting of: 
Cherry, Hawthorn, Ash, Elderberry and Buddleia. The significant trees within 
this area are, 
 
4 x Sycamores               NWR 
1 x Hawthorn                          NWR 
1 x Willow with included bark, bifurcating 1 m several included unions, Willow 
Gall present.  Limited long term future  Pruning out the infected branches and 
burning the arisings is the only way of dealing with this problem.   Monitor 
carefully. 
 
GROUP FOUR KITCHEN GARDEN BANK 

3 X Ash, Young                         NWR 
2 x Sycamore, Young              NWR 
2 x Elm, both multi stemmed with included unions should be monitored closely 
for the onset of Dutch Elm Disease. 
 
GROUP FIVE   by GARAGE 

2 x Sycamores, young which are within others ownership but are leaning over 
the garage and therefore come within the scope and influence of the report.  
They should be monitored regularly to assess safety issues. 
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GROUP SIX  SIDE OF DRIVEWAY 

A single Hawthorn tree with Dead Wood which requires removal.   P.1 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Below please find a link to information regarding Ash Die Back which you may find 
useful in the management of your trees. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-ash-dieback-in-england 
 
 

You may also find this link to Dutch Elm Disease Useful 
https://www.planthealthcentre.scot/sites/www.planthealthcentre.scot/files/inline-
files/RIN252.pdf 
 
 
You may also find this link to Willow Gall Useful 
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/trees/willow/galls-on-willow-trees.htm 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-ash-dieback-in-england
https://www.planthealthcentre.scot/sites/www.planthealthcentre.scot/files/inline-files/RIN252.pdf
https://www.planthealthcentre.scot/sites/www.planthealthcentre.scot/files/inline-files/RIN252.pdf
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/trees/willow/galls-on-willow-trees.htm
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APPENDIX 3: GLOSSARY OF TERMS  

 
The following terms are concurrent with best Arboricultural practice and within 
the guidelines set by the International Society of Arboriculture, the Arboricultural 
Association and the British Standards Institute. 
 
Age Range: Age is site specific and categorised: 

 
            Sapling (SAP)(Y) Out-planted trees that have not yet established. 
            Semi Mature (SM) Established trees up to 1/3 of expected height            

Early Mature (YM) Between 1/3 and 2/3 of expected height and crown. 
            Mature (M)  Between 2/3 and full expected height and crown. 
            Over Mature (OM) Crown beginning to break-up and decrease in size. 
            Senescent (S) (V) Crown in advanced stage of break-up. 
 

Height:   Height is estimated and recorded in metres.  
 

Crown:   Crown spread is estimated in metres and recorded as an average 
radius from the stem to the drip-line (Farthest lateral extent of the crown). When 
crown spread is assessed the measurements will be recorded at the four 
cardinal compass points. 
 
TD: Diameter at Breast Height is measured at 1.5m and recorded in 
millimetres. Where a tree becomes multi-stemmed below 1.5m the highest 
possible diameter is measured and indicated. Alternatively, above 1.5m the 
diameter of each stem or an average diameter is measured and indicated. 
 
Condition – (P) Physiology: is 'the dynamic ability of a plant to grow within its 
environment', or it’s state of health, and is categorised as: 
 
Good  
Fair  
Poor  
Dead, Dying or Dangerous 
 
Condition – (S) Structure:  is the structural form of the tree, whether it 
conforms to an acceptable standard, is stable, and is categorised as: 
 
Good  
Fair  
Poor  
Dead, Dying or Dangerous 
  
 
Growth:   Potential for future growth is determined by the characteristics of the 
specimen, species, specific site and categorised: 
 
High  
Moderate  
Low  
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Value:   Individual trees and groups of trees have been classified according to 
their ‘retention/ecological value’. This rates their value based on the type of tree, 
value of retention, aesthetic and amenity value, (Amenity is an estimated value 
using the Arboricultural Association's Helliwell System) within the overall 
context of the area surveyed, and is categorised as: 

 
High  
Moderate  
Low  
 
Risk: Risk is calculated as the (a) the proportion of tree that may fail, (b) the 
likelihood of it failing, and (c) the risk to the target, (a person, a car, a building 
etc).  It is noted as a combination of these factors and shown as a figure 
between 0 – 10. 
 
Comments & Remedial Works:  For the purposes of this report, those trees 
requiring work or felling are noted as such.   Work of a Priority nature has 
been noted as: 
 
P1  -   Priority 1  - to be carried out as soon as possible but within a maximum 
of 6 months.  High Risk 
P2  -   Priority 2  - to be carried out as soon as possible but within a maximum 
of 12 months. Medium – High Risk 
P3  -   Priority 3 -  to be carried out as soon as possible but within a maximum 
of 24 months. Medium Risk.   
 

 
 
 

APPENDIX 4: REFERENCES USED. 

 
 
 
Cutler D I and Richardson I B K (1989) Tree Roots and Buildings 
Longman Scientific and Technical, Harlow, England 
2nd Ed JSBN 0-582-03410-8 
 
 
 
The Hillier Manual of Trees and Shrubs. Hillier Nurseries, 
Winchester Ltd. 

 
 
Matheny N P and Clark J R (1994) Evaluation of Hazard Trees in 
Urban Areas. 
International Society of Arboriculture, PO Box GG, Champaign, Illinois, 
ISBN 1-881956-04-0 
 
 
 
Biddle P G (1998) Tree Roots and Foundations.   



Johnson’s Tree Care  -    Hazard Evaluation Report                            Reach Academy, Batley, Wakefield 

 Page 12 of 12 

Arboricultural Research notes 142-98-EXT Arboricultural Advisory and 
Information service, Farham, England. 
 
 
 
Hillier Nurseries Ltd. (1991) The Hillier Manual of Trees and Shrubs. 
Redwood Press Ltd, Melksham, Wiltshire. 
 
 
 
Burdekin D A (1979) Common Decay Fungi in Broad-leaved Trees. 
Arboricultural leaflet number 5, The Forestry Authority, Alice Holt 
Lodge, Wrecclesham, Farnam, Surrey. 
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