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Introduction 

This design and access statement accompanies the submitted planning application for the conversion of 
the existing first-floor and basement offices, formerly part of the Halifax Bank Building, into two flats. The 
centrally located in the town centre, sits adjacent to retail units with residential flats above. The 
document outlines key aspects of the proposed development, emphasizing its compliance with local 
policies and its positive impact on the surrounding area.  

Location and Context 

The existing structure, void of activity since its use by Halifax Bank, is strategically situated in close 
proximity to retail establishments and residential units, with access provided through Regent Street or 
Queen Street. Emergency and service vehicles can access the site through both streets, leading to a rear 
parking area. Given its adjacency to mixed-use buildings, the proposed residential conversion aligns with 
the area’s evolving character, contributing to the town centre’s vibrancy. 

Amount and Layout 

The proposal outlines the conversion of the existing first floor into a two-bedroom flat and basement into 
a one-bed flat, as detailed in the enclosed plans. The layout has been carefully considered to ensure both 
viability and harmony with the surrounding environment. The developments aim to generate employment 
opportunities, both through the ground floor retail unit and during the construction phase of the 
residential conversion. 

Scale and Appearance 

Maintaining the existing building’s scale, the proposal neither increases the size nor alters the overall 
scale. Windows and doors will be appropriately scaled, ensuring compliance with safety regulations while 
harmonizing with existing architectural context. All external works will utilize materials consistent with the 
host building, and window and door frames will be constructed using UPVC for a cohesive appearance. 

Landscaping 

None proposed. 

Access 

The site boasts a spacious parking area at 
the rear, accessible from Regent Street, and 
benefits from excellent bus connectivity with 
the Heckmondwike Hub Bus Point a mere 
one minute walk away. This accessibility 
contributes to the overall convenience and 
functionality of the proposed development. 
The conversion project aligns with local 
policies also contributes positively to the 
town centre’s dynamics, offering a balanced 
mix of residential and retail elements. 


