as BWB

A CAF GROUP COMPANY

ENVIRONMENT

Wordsworth Property Developments Ltd
Long Lane, Earlsheaton
Dewsbury

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

www.bwbconsulting.com



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

BWB

ENVIRONMENT

Wordsworth Property Developments Ltd
Long Lane, Earlsheaton

Dewsbury

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

Birmingham
Livery Place, 35 Livery Street, Colmore Business District, Birmingham, B3 2PB

T: 0121 233 3322
Leeds
Whifehall rfront, 2 Riverside Wayy, Leeds
LST 4EH
T: 0113 233 8000
1

London

1 Borough High Street
London, SET 9SE

T. 0207 407 3879

Manchester

11 Portland Street, Manchester, M1 3HU
0161 233 4260

Nottingham

Waterfront House, Station Street, Nottingham NG2 3DQ
T: 0115924 1100

March 2024

Page | i



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

DOCUMENT ISSUE RECORD

Document Number: LLE-BWB-7Z-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA
BWB Reference: 243830

Date of

Revision Issue Status Avuthor: Checked: Approved:
Clare Lusher MSc Sarah Stone MSc Chris Grocock
PO1 March 2024 S2 BSC (Hons) BSc (Hons) MSc BSc (Hons)
MCIEEM ACIEEM
Notice
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Preliminary Ecological Appraisal has been undertaken on behalf of Wordsworth Property
Developments in respect of the Site af Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury.

The habitats on-site comprised grassland, hedgerows, individual trees, mixed scrub, bramble
scrub and birch scrub. A watercourse located off-site was also assessed due to its proximity
within 10m of the application boundary.

Further survey work for reptiles should be undertaken and appropriate mitigation provided if
they are found to be present. An assessment for the presence of Himalayan balsam along the
watercourse and into the Site itself should also be made during main plant growing season
and a management plan for this invasive plant designe necessary, to prevent further
spread. Further surveys for bats may be required if any incr; ight levels along the eastern
boundary are predicted.

A Construction Environmental Management Plan MP) uld be produced to ensure that
there is no impact to the watercourse, or the w I and a Biodiversity Enhancement
Management Plan (BEMP) should be produced to detailthe proposed enhancements.
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INTRODUCTION
Instruction

This Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) has been undertaken on behalf of
Wordsworth Property Developments Ltd (‘the Client’) in respect of a site at Long Lane,
Earlsheaton, Dewsbury (‘the Site’). It has been produced to accompany a detailed
planning application for a residential development comprising 26 dwellings.

Site Description

The Site is located at Long Lane, Dewsbury, WF12 8LL. The Site itself comprises grassland,
hedgerows, individual trees, mixed scrub, bramble scrub and birch scrub, with a
watercourse close to the eastern boundary. The Site is approximately 0.65 hectares (ha)
in extent and is cenfred on grid reference SE 25752 2 . The land is heavily sloped
tfowards the south-eastern corner of the Site and sit d approximately between 45
and 52 meftres above ordnance datum (m AOD).

The Site lies within the administrative area of Kirklees Council (

The location of the Site is shown in Figure 1.1.
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Figure 1.1: Site Location Plan

The Proposed Developm

The Proposed Develop
comprising 26 dwelli
access road.

od fo involve a residential development
sociated gardens, driveways, car parking facilities and
Objectives

The primary purpose this appraisal is to provide a baseline of all ecological
considerations relafing to any future development proposals. This will include the
idenftification of any potential ecological constraints and opportunities.

Scope of Works

The ecological appraisal was informed by a desk-based study and a Site survey. The
approach to this PEA follows best practice published by the Chartered Institute of
Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM, 2019) and the British Standards
Institution (BSI, 2013). Further details are provided later in this report.

Legislation and Planning Policy

The following legislation relates to species and habitats that could potentially occur in
association with the Site:
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1.10

1.12

e The Environment Act 2021;

e The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended);
e The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended);

e The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000;

e Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006;

e The Profection of Badgers Act 1992;

e Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996; and

e The Hedgerow Regulations 1997.

Further information on the legislation relevant to this Site is provided in Appendix 1.

Consideration has also been given in this report to relevant National and Local Planning
Policy as summarised below.

National Planning Policy Framework

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPRE) guides Local ning Authorities (LPAS)
when developing their planning policie sidering planning applicatfions
affecting protected habitats, sites and specie

In respect of the natural environment under Paragraph 180 that:

“Planning policies and deci ontribute to and enhance the natural and

local environment by:

a) Protecting and enhan valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological
value and soi commensurate with their statutory status or identified

b) Recognising inftri character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider
benefits from na apital and ecosystem services — including the economic and
other benefits of The best and most versatile agricultural land, and of frees and
woodland;

c) Maintaining the character of the undeveloped coast, while improving public access
to it where appropriate;

d) Minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by
establishing coherent ecological neftworks that are more resilient to current and
future pressures;

e] Preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil,
air, water or noise pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever
possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such as air and water
quality, taking info account relevant information such as river basin management
plans; and
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1.13

1.14

1.15

f)  Remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and
unstable land, where appropriate.”

The NPPF also states under Paragraph 185 that:
“To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:

a) Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider
ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones
that connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for
habitat management, enhancement, restoration or creation; and

b) Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats,
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and
identify and pursue opportunities for securing measurdble net gains for biodiversity.”

Through the NPPF and Section 40 of the Natural nt and Rural Communities
(NERC) Act, LPAs have a duty to consider h ecies listed as being of
principal importance for nature conservatio
when considering a planning application
planning authorities also covers species and
plans.

fs listed in local biodiversity action

& Geodiversity of the Kirklees Adopted Local Plan
Strategy provides the fo slines'with respect to open spaces and the natural

environment:

and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of
of international, national and locally designated wildlife

Wildlife Habitat Net
Statutory Designated Sites

Statutory designated sites, including the South Pennine Moors Special Protection Area
(SPA) and Special Area for Conservation (SAC) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest,
are already highly protected through existing laws and legislation. In accordance with
legislation, the Council will seek to ensure that harmful impacts to these areas as a resulf
of development proposals are avoided. Development proposed within or oufside a
designated Site of Special Scientific Interest, likely to have an adverse effect on the site's
special nature conservation features, will not normally be permitted. Exceptionally
development will be allowed where the benefits of the development clearly outweigh
the impacts on the site's special conservation features and measures are provided to
mitigate harmful impacts.

Local Designated Sites & Important Local Ecological Features
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1.16

1.17

Proposals having a direct or indirect adverse effect on a Local Wildlife Site or Local
Geological Site, Ancient Woodland, Veteran Tree or other important free, will not be
permitted unless the benefits of the development can be clearly shown to outweigh the
need fo safeguard the local conservation value of the site or feature and there is no
alternative means to deliver the proposal. In all cases, full compensatory measures
would be required and secured in the long term.

Habitats and Species of Principal Importance
Proposals will be required to protect Habitats and Species of Principal Importance unless
the benefits of the development clearly outweigh the importance of the biodiversity

interest, in which case long term compensatory measures will need to be secured.

Biodiversity and Development

Development proposals will be required to:-

i. result in no significant loss or harm to biodi ity i ees through avoidance,
adequate mitigation or, as a last resort, sures secured through
the establishment of a legally binding

ii. minimise impact on biodiversity and pro et biodiversity gains through good
i ents and habitat creation where

ii. safeguard and enhance the fun connectivity of the Kirklees Wildlife
Habitat Network at aloce i ndscape-scale unless the loss of the site and
its functional role withi be fully maintained or compensated forin

=nhancement measures to reflect the priority habitats and
relevant Kirklees Biodiversity Opportunity Zone.”

In addition, policy LP29 of the Local Policy Kirklees Local Plan discusses water bodies
within a proposed development as follows:

“Where it is proposed to develop a site already containing a water area, this should
normally be retained as part of the proposal and include a future management plan
for the maintenance of the water area to ensure the safety of residents for the lifetime
of the development. This includes bodies of water associated with existing buildings,
even where they are remote from the building, and also includes ancillary elements
linked to the operation of the water body.”

Further Policy LP31 Strategic Green Infrastructure Network within the Kirklees Local Plan
it states:

“Within the Strategic Green Infrastructure Network identified on the Policies Map, priority

will be given to safeguarding and enhancing green infrastructure networks, green
infrastructure assets and the range of functions they provide.
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Development proposals within and adjacent to the Strategic Green Infrastructure
Network should ensure:-

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

the function and connectivity of green infrastructure networks and assets are
retained or replaced;

new or enhanced green infrastructure is designed and integrated info the
development scheme where appropriate, including natural greenspace, woodland
and street frees;

the scheme integrates into existing and proposed cycling, bridleway and walking
roufes, particularly the Core Walking and Cycling Network, by providing new
connecting links where opportunities exist;

the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and ecological links, particularly
within and connecting to the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network. The council will
support proposals for the creation of new or enhanced green infrastructure
/provided these do not conflict with other Local Pla licies.”
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

METHODS
Consultation

West Yorkshire Joint Services was contacted to request records of any locally
designated sites and/or protected species from the Site and land within a 2km radius.
West Yorkshire Bat Group were also contacted to request bat records from within a 2km
radius of the Site. Records more than ten years old have been largely disregarded.

In addition, the data sources listed below were also searched to gather additional
ecological data of relevance fo the Proposed Development, including the
idenftification of non-designated ecologically sensitive habitats such as vegetation
corridors, woodlands, watercourses and standing water.

e Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the C fryside (MAGIC);
e Ordnance Survey 1:10000 mapping; and

e Aerialimagery [Google — imagery date

UK Hab Habitat Survey

A Site survey was undertaken on 1 4 by Sarah Stone MSC BSc (Hons)
MCIEEM and Clare Lusher MSc BS
extensive experience in survey and ent for protected species and is
appropriately qualified for the gsed on the CIEEM competencies for species
surveys (CIEEM, 2017). Sarg : ered to use Natural England 2015-11997-CLS-

The visit was cg i Hab habitat survey techniques as defined in the
standard mett

The aim of the visit v
the Site in order to alloV

> gather sufficient baseline information on the habitats within
an interpretation of the ecological value of the land.

In addition, the methodology was extended to include a search forincidental evidence

of protected/notable fauna and an assessment of the Site's potential to support
protected/notable fauna. Specific consideration was given to the following species:

Bats;

e Reptiles;

e Riparian mammals, including oftter Lutra Ilutra and water vole Arvicola
amphibius; and

e Priority Species, such as hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus.
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2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

Standard methodologies were used where applicable.

Habitats adjacent to the Site were viewed, where possible, from the Site boundaries in
order to assess their potential to support protected species that could be utilising the
survey Site.

Survey Comments

A PEA is not usually sufficient for submission with a planning application. The survey
methodology highlights habitats and features with potential for protected/notable
species but is not designed to provide a comprehensive presence/absence survey. The
results of any species-specific surveys recommended as a result of this appraisal should
be combined with the results of this appraisal in order to give a full understanding of
potential ecological impacts resulting from the Proposed Development.

ately midday in fine weather
Site clearance had been
the majority of the Site’s
ssessment of habitafs
lity and condition of habitafts,
ackdated aerial mapping of the

The survey was carried out on 13th March 2024 at appr;
with good visibility. All areas of the Site were a
undertaken prior to the Site visit and survey whi
vegetation had been removed. A precautio
on Site has therefore been taken with re
including an assessment of the habitats ba
Site.

fimal period for botanical survey.
an experienced surveyor to categorise the
cted species to be present, in line with the

A survey at this fime of year is oufsi
However, a survey in March s icien

its immediate surroundings. Updated survey work may be
e planning applications outside of this time period.
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3. RESULTS
Statutory Designated Sites
3.1 There are two statutory designated sites present within 2km of the Site boundary:

e Sparrow Wood Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is located approximately 1.2km west
of the Site boundary. The LNR is an urban fringe site of approximately 3 hectares
on the southern fringes of Dewsbury. Habitats include mixed deciduous
woodland and a small pond which supports a range of woodland wildflowers,
butterflies and common birds such as bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, free sparrow
Passer montanus and great spofted woodpecker Dendrocopos major; and

e Caulms Wood Quarry is located approximately 1.9km north-west of the Site
boundary. Caulms Wood quarry has a 50m long face of Upper Carboniferous
sandstone.

3.2 The South Pennine Moors (Phase 1) Special Prof Area and Special Area of
Conservation occurs approximately 20km from t i considered outside of the
Zone of Influence for this Proposed Developm

3.3  The Site is within a Site of Special Scientific In
type is not included within a risk category.

Sl) risk zone; but the development

Non-Statutory Designated Sites

3.4  There are two locally desi
Sparrow Wood Local
Dewsbury.

in 2km of the Site boundary. The closest is
ich is a 3.0 ha urban site on the edge of

3.5 The nearest Pri
from the Site b¢

Deciduous Woodland located approximately 0.01km
ndary and east of Chickenley Beck.

Habitats and Bota pecies

Overview

3.6  The UK Hab Habitat Survey Results Map with Target Notes (TNs) is provided in Appendix
2 with accompanying habitat descriptions below. Relevant photographs are shown in
Appendix 3. Botanical species nomenclature follows Stace (2019).

3.7  As the Site had been cleared of the maijority of the vegetation prior to the Site visit,
assessment of the scrub habitat which previously comprised the bulk of the Site has been
based on aerial assessment of backdated mapping and taking a precautionary
approach. Therefore, descriptions of habitats on-site include those which have now
been removed.

3.8  Botanical species lists were recorded within approximate percentage cover using Tm
by 1m square National Vegetation Classification squares as based on the DAFOR scale
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3.9

3.10

3.11

as shown in Table 3.1. Floristic data was supplemented by notes on the structure of the
vegetation and evidence of management or wild or domestic grazing pressure.

Table 3.1: DAFOR Scale

DAFOR ’ % Cover

D - Dominant (>75%)
A - Abundant (51-75%)
F - Frequent (26-50%)
O - Occasional (11-25%)
R - Rare (1-10%)

The Site comprised modified grassland, scrub, hedgerow; . an area of woodland, and a
single watercourse (Chickenley Beck) which randlong the easiern boundary to the Site.

The Site boundaries comprised drystone wdllife the western boundary, hedgerow to the
southern boundary, and the woodland and Chiekenley Beck to the eastern boundary.
The northern boundary was adjacenttoyresidentidhproperties with fencing the primary
boundary type.

Modified Grassland and Rudéral Herbs

Three areas of modified \grassiondmwere recorded on the Site. One of these was
bounded by housing and associated vegetative gardens off-site further fo the north,
with the other twag'adjacent 1o the Site boundaries. Species recorded on-site are listed
in Table 3.2 below.

Table 3.2: DAFOR Botanicdl Species List

Common Name Species T
Cover
Perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne D 60%
Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa O 1%
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale O 1%
Broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius O 1%
Common nettle Urtica dioica O 10%

Page | 10




Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

Common Name ‘ Species ‘ DAFOR ‘ SRS
Cover
Sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella R 3%
Meadow thistle Cirsium dissectum R 1%
Heath bedstraw Gallium saxatile R 3%
English bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta R 1%
Mixed Scrub

The majority of the Site comprised mixed s . These ar had been subject to
rvey. Assessment of the habitats
in situ as well as backdated aerial
mapping; and a precautionary approach has b taken in assessing the quality of the
habitats cleared. The exact species osifion Ild not be determined, although
evidence of birch Betula sp. was seeé €
fruticosus agg. was abundan itebdundaries. It has been assumed that the entire

Site comprised mixed scru

The mixed scrub on-site ¢
and elder Sambu

le, young birch, bracken Pferidium aquilinum,

Lowland Mixed

Woodland formed
Chickenley Beck, with

astern boundary of the Site, which occurred either side of
@ number of frees within the Site itself.

The tree species comprised ash Fraxinus excelsior, beech Fagus sylvatica, and oak
Quercus robur; and a scrub understorey of ivy Hedera helix and bramble Rubus
fruticosus.

Mature leylandii Cupressus x leylandii were recorded outside of the southern and south-
eastern boundary line, located off-site.

Hedgerow

A line of hawthorn hedgerow Crataegus monogyna was located along the southern
boundary. This was in good condition with no gaps or evidence of poaching or invasive
species. The hedgerow tapered and became mixed scrub habitat approximately 40m
from the south-east boundary corner.
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3.18

3.19

3.20

3.21

Protected / Notable Species

Amphibians

There was one watercourse located on the eastern boundary. This was a flowing
watercourse and unlikely therefore to be suitable for breeding amphibians.

The habitats on-site had some suitability for GCN Triturus cristata comprising scrub and
grassland, with hedgerows to the southern boundary for commuting and cover from
predation.

There were no desk study records of GCN located within 2km of the Site dated within
the last ten years.

ite. Two watercourses were
owing rivers (Chickenley Beck
ffer potential for breeding
ite is shown in Figure 3.1

No standing waterbodies were identified within 500m of 1,
identified within 500m of the Site, but these compris
and River Calder), which would be extremely unli
amphibians. A map of all waterbodies within m of th
below.

Page | 12



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

| Waterbodies Buffer 500m
[ Rediine Boundary

Bafts

3.24 Noroosting features were recorded on-site including man-made structures. The habitats
on-site were unlikely fo aftract a large abundance of insect prey due to the small size
of the Site and the lack of a mixture of botanical species and habitat types.
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3.25 The southern and eastern boundary habitats including Chickenley Beck watercourse
offered the best opportunities for foraging and commuting bats.

3.26 There were a total of 108 desk study records of bats located within 2km of the Site within
the last ten years.

Table 3.3: Bat Records

Species Name ot o HEEE L G e Most Recent Record
Records Record
Common pipistrelle 0.09km north-west of
Pipistrellus pipistrellus Roost the Site 2015
Brown long-eared bat 0.6km north-west of the
- 1 . 2016
Plecotus auritus Site
Leisler’s bat : 1.4km south-west e 2014
Nyctalus leisleri Site
Soprano pipisirelle ] 1.4km 0 the Site 2013
Pipistrellus pygmaeus
Myotis sp. 1 1.4km the Site 2013
Noctule ] from the Site 2018
Nyctalus noctula

Birds

3.27 Bird species re
blackbird Turg
great fit Parus

e Site visit included wren Troglodytes froglodyes,
eon Columba palumbus, buzzard Bufeo buteo, and

3.28 The Site offered so opportunities for foraging and breeding birds. An important
assemblage was considered unlikely due to the small size of the habitat parcels and
overall size of the Site. The hedgerow and scrub habitats offered the best opportunities
for breeding birds.

3.29 There were a total of 395 desk study records of birds located within 2km of the Site. Key
species are shown in Table 3.4 below.

Table 3.4: Bird Records

Species Location SR [REESiy Protection Status
Record
Cuckoo NERC_s41; RDBVU:
0.3km from the Site 2014 Brd; BoCC-Red;
Cuculus canorus
WYBA

Mallard . RDB-NT: Non

Anas platyrhynchos 0.3km from fhe Site 2017 Brd;BoCC-Amber
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Most Recent

Species Location ‘ Protection Status

Record
Dunnock . BoCC-Amber;
Prunella modularis I.5km from fhe Site 2016 WYBAP; Kirklees BAP
Swift RDB-EN: Brd; BoCC
ADUS QDUS 1.6km from the Site 2014 Red; WYBAP;
pus ap Wakefield BAP
Bullfinch . BoCC-Amber;
Pyrrhula pyrrhula I.7km from fhe Site 2016 WYBAP; Kirklees BAP
Song Thrush . BoCC-Amber;
Turdus philomelos 1.8km from fhe Site 2016 WYBAP; Kirklees BAP
Greenfinch . RDB-EN: Brd;
Chiloris chloris 1.9km from fhe Sifte 20 BoCCRed
Collared dove 1.9km from the Site 20 RDB-NT: Brd
Streptopelia decaocto

Invertebrates

3.30 The presence of a mosaic of habitat
primarily due to the extensive scrub
grassland and proximity fo Chickenley
suitable for aquatic invertebr ndi

Site of d potential for use by invertebrates,
bjeehto recent vegetation clearance),
g shallow sediment beds and banks
ebrates in their aquatic larval stage.

3.31 Local species recorde include small heath butterfly Coenonympha

pamphilus.

Reptiles

3.32 The habitats on tt e considered suitable to support low numbers of common
repftile species. Bra scrub and mixed scrub provided cover and protection from
predators, and areas of south-facing grassland offered suitable basking habitats. The
watercourse also offered opportunity for commuting grass snake Natrix helvetica to
access the habitats within the Site.

3.33 There were no desk study records of reptiles within 2km of the Site.

Riparian Mammals

3.34 There were no records of water vole or otter located within 2km of the Site within the last
ten years.

3.35 The Chickenley Beck bankside habitats offered suitability for water vole burrows and

runs. However, no evidence of water vole was found during the condition assessment
of the watercourse.
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3.36

3.37

3.38

3.39

Hedgehogs

A deceased hedgehog was recorded on-site. This suggests that hedgehogs are present
on the Site, and it is considered likely that they may use the Site's habitats for both
foraging and hibernacula.

There were two desk study records of hedgehog located 1.7km from the Site.

Invasive Species

No evidence of invasive species was recorded on the Site. However, there were records
of Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandulifera located within 0.4km north-west of the Site;
floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides located 0.9km from the Site; giant
hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum located within 0.4km south-west of the Site; and
Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica located within m south-west of the Site. It
was considered likely that Himalayan balsam may present in late spring/early
summer as the Chickenley Beck bank side w idered suitable habitat for
proliferation of this species and given that there ecords of the Schedule 9
species.

e near

Other Species

The Site provided opportunities for rabbo ola cuniculus and fox Vulpes vulpes.
No records for these species were ret esk study.
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

EVALUATION

This section identifies the effects on habitats and species during different stages of the
Proposed Development, prior to any mitigation measures.

Designated Sites

Impacts to designated sites are considered unlikely due to scope of the Proposed
Development and lack of proximity to any designated sites.

Habitats
The predominant habitats on-site; scrub and grassland, were generally smallin area and

common in the wider area. No rare or notable botanical species were recorded. No
significant impacts are envisaged as a result of their los

The woodland and watercourse on the easter would be considered of
higher ecological value and the woodland alify as Priority Habitat
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland. Th edgerow, although not qualifying as
important under the Hedgerow Regulation uld be a Priority Habitat as it was

comprised of native species. Consideration Id be given to these habitats, as

detailed in Section 5.
Species

Amphibians

Amphibians wer

pitat with connecting corridors to favoured breeding
waterbodies. Chicke Beck was relatively fast-flowing with steep banks and may
occasionally contain established fish and wildfowl populations likely to heavily predate
on GCN. As such, its suitability to support a breeding population of GCN was assessed
as poor using the Habitat Suitability Index (HSI).

There were two waterbodies identified within 500m of the Site. The other waterbody was
the River Calder which was considered to be a significant barrier to dispersal of
amphibians.

The Site is therefore considered unlikely to support a local GCN population despite the

suitability of some of the adjacent habitats to support GCN during their terrestrial phase.
No further consideration is given to GCN.
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4.11

4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.18

Bats

A common pipistrelle roost had previously been recorded in close proximity to the Site.
Habitats on-site may therefore function as foraging and commuting areas for local
common species of bat. It is considered likely that bats may utilise the adjacent
woodland for roosting, foraging and commuting.

Further consideration for bats is therefore provided in Se

Birds
It is considered likely that low numbers of co on passerine
hedgerow habitats for breeding and foraging. Furthef consideration for birds is therefore

provided in Section 5.

Invertebrates

likely utilise the Site for larval food plant
abitats should include the provision of new

Low numbers of common 4
resources. Mitigation for g
invertebrate habitat as £

Reptiles

habitats may be ge from predators.

It is recommended that further survey for repftiles to assess the presence/absence of
reptiles specie on-site should be undertaken, as outlined in Section 5.

Riparian Mammals

The watercourse offered suitable habitat for water vole Arvicola amphibius and limited
suitability for ofter Lufra lutra. However, the Site survey recorded no signs of water vole
or otter including burrows/holts, spraint/droppings or runs within the banksides, and the
desk study showed no records of either species. As such, no further considerations are
given to water vole or ofter.

Hedgehogs

Low numbers of hedgehogs are considered likely present on the Site. A dead hedgehog
was found on-site during the survey, suggesting hedgehogs may also utilise the Site for
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hibernacula. Further consideration should be given to hedgehogs for the construction
phase and within the final masterplan, as outlined in Section 5.

Invasive Species

4.19 If present, Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandulifera, a Schedule 9 invasive non-native
species, would require clearance under a suitable Method Statement as outlined in
Section 5.

Other Species

4.20 Other species utilising the Site may become trapped or injured in open excavations.
Further consideration is therefore required as detailed in Section 5
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5.

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

RECOMMENDATIONS
General

A specific Biodiversity Enhancement and Mitigation Plan (BEMP) should be produced
for the development. The BEMP should detail measures by which to protect retained
habitats, enhance and create habitats, provide an overview of habitat management
as well as details of species-specific enhancements provided below.

In line with National planning Policy Framework (NPPF) the application should
demonstrate biodiversity enhancements.

Due to the size of the Site, applicable specific habitat enhancements could include:

e The planting of native tree and shrub species
particularly along the boundaries;

hin landscaped areas and

e Native species hedging to be notch plan i tained hedgerow in order
to increase diversity within the stand;

e Bat and bird boxes could be int i 20% of the scheme design fo

e Boundary treatments should
small mammals including he

Habitats

The on-site trees wi e woodland to the eastern boundary of the Site should be
retained where possible to act as a green buffer to protect the habitats off-site, and to
mitigate the impacts of the Proposed Development on the watercourse and woodland.
Retained trees would provide a natural screen to reduce any disturbance or pollution
effects. Suitable root protection fencing should be constructed around any retained
frees prior fo any clearance and construction works, which should be outlined within the
CEMP.

The trees and hedgerows on-site should be retained and protected during the
construction phase of the Proposed Development by fencing installed in line with
BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction:
Recommendations. Additional tree planting of native species should be undertaken
within the final landscaping design for the Site in order to increase suitable habitats for
wildlife.

Native hedgerow planting within the final scheme for the Site would be beneficial for
the existing biodiversity on-site and would create further opportunities for species.
Planting should include a range of native ‘hedgerow’ species which provide nuts,
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5.11

5.12

berries, fruits and flowers which will attract a range of different species including
invertebrates, birds and mammals. The following species are recommended (please
note that this is not an exhaustive list and other native species can be used):

e Nafive honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum;
e Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna;
e Blackthorn Prunus spinosa;

e Elder Sambucus nigra;

e Hazel Corylus avellana;

e Holly llex aqguifolium;

e Rowan Sorbus aucuparia;

e Field maple Acer campestre;

e Beech Fagus sylvatica;

e Hornbeam Carpinus betulus;

e Crab apple Malus sylvestris; and

e Dogrose Rosa canina.

Bats

Any lighting ufilised during the construction phase of the Proposed Development and
any new lighting proposed as part of the final scheme for the Site should follow best
practice guidelines outlined in Bats and Artificial Light at Night (2023) to maintain
suitable foraging and commuting routes. The proposed final lighting scheme for the
Proposed Development should be submitted for review by an ecologist prior to
implementation.

The woodland along the eastern boundary offers the highest value to bats and if any
light level increase is predicted onto this area then further survey for bats would be
advised. This would comprise Night-time Bat Walkover and Static Monitoring surveys
through spring, summer and autumn.

The addition of native hedgerows and trees as part of the final landscaping designs for
the Site would enhance potential foraging and commuting opportunities for local bat
populations and provide more substantial links to the wider environment.
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5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

5.19

5.20

Opportunities for roosting bats should be incorporated into the final masterplan across
at least 10% of new buildings. These should be integrated into the new buildings. These
should be positioned as close to the eaves as possible and they should be positioned in
locations sheltered from strong winds and away from direct sunlight for a significant
proportion of the day, usually south to south-west. In addifion, bat boxes could be
aftached to any mature trees on-site.

Further details on the number, type and location of bat boxes would be specified within
the BEMP.

Birds

Any clearance of scrub, trees or hedgerow should be fimed to avoid the nesting bird
season (March — August, inclusive). If work must take place during this period, a nesting
bird survey must be undertaken by a Suitably Qualified logist within 48 hours of the
start of clearance. Any active nests would need to remain unaffected until all chicks
had fledged.

Opportunities for nesting birds should be inc
should be integrated intfo new buildings. Bir
above ground on the buildings and should
should face between north and east

bstructed fly-in access. The boxes
full sun and prevailing wind.

se esticus and house martin Deichon
ies are listed as Red on the latest list of Birds
inity with the built environment, as well as a

Boxes for swift Apus apus, house spairr
urbicum should be included ¢

of Conservation Concern
number of general purp

Further details on ocations of boxes should be included within the BEMP.
Invertebrates
Mitigation measures y loss of invertebrate habitat should include the provision of

invertebrate housing and creation of wildflower areas which should be specified within
the final landscaping plan for the Site. Further opportunities for invertebrates can be
incorporafed info the Proposed Development using both integrated and standalone
invertebrate houses.

Invertebrate houses are recommended to be placed within 1m of ground level and be
located within a south or south-west facing, open sunny position and not obscured by
any vegetation. Green and Blue bee blocks, integrated brick bug boxes or similar are
all considered to be appropriate integrated features for invertebrates. Insect towers or
other similar boxes can be placed within areas of landscaping or attfached to
frees/posts. Further details on the types and locations of the invertebrate houses should
be provided within the BEMP.
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5.21

522

5.23

5.24

5.26

5.27

Reptiles

The grassland habitat parcels on Site were considered suitable basking habitat for low
numbers of reptiles. A repfile survey is recommended for the Site to assess presence or
likely absence of reptiles on the Site which would inform any mitigation measures for the
development. Reptile surveys should be undertaken during April, May or September.
The reptile survey would comprise an initial visit to deploy artificial refugia mats in suitable
repftile habitat around the Site boundaries and within any tall sward grassland habitat.
The refugia mats will be left to ‘bed in’; and seven further survey visits will then be
undertaken in suitable weather conditions (9-18°C, sunny or intfermittent sunshine with
no wind or rain) across the survey period in order to gain an accurate representation of
any reptile assemblage at the Site.

Where repftiles are found to be present, further mitigation such as translocation or
directional vegetation clearance will be required. Mitigatienm measures may also include
provision of suitable refugia habitat including log brash piles, as outlined for
Hedgehogs below.

Hedgehogs

The removal of suitable habitat such as scru
with the bases checked for hedge
conducted in April prior fo the main
left in situ, all works should cease with
qualified ecologist or the
further advice. In most cas

d be conducted using hand tools,
complete removal. This should be

ervation society should be contacted for
g can be moved by hand to a nearby off-

site place of safety. Ho endanton the time of year, i.e. if temperatures are
low (below 5°C) and the he ound within the hedgehog hibernation season
(from November i@ it may be necessary to take the hedgehog to a wildlife
sanctuary. Mo dgehog or hedgehog with young can also result in

mortality.

British Hedgehog Pre ion Society Tel: 01584 890801 for advice.

During Site clearance works no brash or log piles should be allowed to develop or be
left overnight. If a pile is left then this should be cleared by hand and the base of the
pile checked for hedgehogs.

To provide new habitats for hedgehogs and other species, it is recommended that a
hedgehog friendly layout is achieved through the following provisions:

e Native shrub planting along the boundaries of the development to provide
connectivity for hedgehogs and other species through and around the Site to the
wider habitafts;

e Creation of a hedgehog ‘highway’. Any fencing to have 13cm by 13cm holes cut
in strategic places to allow hedgehogs and other species fo move in and out of
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5.28

5.29

5.31

the Site. In addition, hedgerows or fencing with gaps at the bottom/railings could
be used instead of close board fencing; and,

e Brash and log piles could be created in landscaped/planted areas to provide
refuge and hibernation habitats for hedgehogs and other species.

It is recommended that further details of how the development will be hedgehog
friendly is provided within the BEMP which should include details of suitable locations of
the hedgehog highway holes and/or connectivity, brash/log piles, native shrub planting
and dropped kerbs.

Invasive Species

An invasive species survey should be undertaken at the Site including of the Chickenley
Beck banks within the botanical growing season, to determine if Schedule 9 invasive
non-native species are present. If invasive species are present, then an Invasive Species
Management Plan and conftrol of the invasive specie | be required which should be
designed in consultation with an invasive weed ist. Further details would be
included within the CEMP for the Site.

Other Species

All wild mammals are prote
Wild Mammals (Protection
site, these should be exé
safely make their escape.

om unnecessary suffering and asphyxiation under the
6. Where any rabbit burrows are encountered on-
and directionally to allow any animals within to

Page | 24



March 2024

Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal BWB
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

6. REFERENCES

http://www.magic.gov.uk/

British Standards Institution (2013) BS42020:2013 Biodiversity — code of practice for
planning and development. BSI Standards Ltd, London.

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2019)
Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial,
Freshwater, Coastal and Marine. CIEEM, Winchester.

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2017)
Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing. CIEEM, Winchester.

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2017)
Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. CIEEM, Winchester.

Chartered Insfitute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2020)
Guidelines for accessing, using and sharing biodiversity data in the UK. CIEEM,
Winchester.

Collins J. (ed) (2023) Bat Surveys for Professi

al Ecologists: Good Practice

Institute of Lighting Professionals and
Artificial Light at Night — Guidance N

Multi-Agency Geographic In

Stace, C.S. (2019)
Cambridge.

r, N., Balmer, D., Brown, A., Douse, A., Lindley,
,D.,and Winl. (2021). The status of our bird populations:
ion Concern in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands
econd IUCN Red List assessment of extinction risk for Great
4. 723-747

Stanbury, A., Eato
P., McCulloclhgl

and Is
Britain.

The Conservation’ of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).
Found at: hifps://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/infroduction.  Last
Accessed: 21.03.2024.

The Environment Act (2021) Found at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted. Last
Accessed: 21.03.2024

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 (England) Found aft:

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1997/1160/contents/made. Last Accessed:
21.03.2024

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (England and Wales) (Amendment)

Regulations 2016. Found at:
https://www legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/127/contents. Last Accessed:
21.03.2024

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 (England) Found at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/3/contents. Last Accessed: Last
Accessed: 21.03.2024

Page | 25



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

e West Yorkshire Joint Services. (2024). Long Lane, Earlsheaton: 2km Notable and
Protected Species and Designated Sites. West Yorkshire Joint Services, Morley.

e West Yorkshire Bat Group (2024). Long Lane, Earlsheaton: 2km Bat Records.
WYBG, West Yorkshire.

e UK Hab Ltd (2023). UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0.

Page | 26



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

APPENDI



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

Appendix 1: Relevant Legislation



Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
March 2024
LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_PEA

The following text provides information on the key legislation, which is applicable to this survey.
The main wildlife legislation relevant in the UK is as follows:
European Legislation

The relevant sections of the EC Directives and international conventions are summarised
below:

e EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora
(Habitat Directive 1992) as amended (92/43/EEC)

The Directive requires Member States to infroduce a range of measures including the
protection of species listed in the Annexes. The 189 habitats listed in Annex | of the Directive
and the 788 species listed in Annex I, are to be protected by means of a network of sites. Once
adopted, these are designated by Member States as SpecialdAreas of Conservation (SACs),
and along with Special Protection Areas (SPAs) classified er the EC Birds Directive. The
Habitats Directive infroduces the precautionary principle; urbance to the designated
sites can only be permitted having ascertained no ad the integrity of the Site.

e EC Directive on the Conservation of Wi
(79/409/EEC)

s Directive 1979) as amended

The main provisions of the Directive include ce of the favorable conservation

status of all wild bird species across their dist
e Bern Convention on the i uropean Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979)

The Convention imposes legal ¢ contracting partfies, protecting over 500 wild
plant species and more t d animal species.

UK Legislation
The sections of UK legisla idered to be of relevance include:
e The Environment Act 2021

This legislation was revised in response to the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: reforms to
national planning policy consultation on 19 December 2023 and sets out the government’s
planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. The Act mandates
the requirement of 10% net gains for biodiversity and as such should be the aim of all new
developments.

e The Conservation (Natural Habitats, and c.) Regulations 2017 (as amended)

This fransposes the Habitats Directive into natfional law. The Regulations provide for the
designation and protection of 'European sites', and the profection of 'European protected
species.

e The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (WCA)
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This consolidates and amends existing national legislation to implement the Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) and Council
Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive) in Great Britain.

e The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW)
This act strengthens wildlife enforcement legislation.
e The Profection of Badgers Act 1992

This act affords protection to badgers and their setts including the destruction or obstructing
access to a sett.

e Wild Mammals Protection Act 1996

e UK and is more related to
ance or other works to a site

This act provides protfection to all wild species of mammal i
mammal welfare but is directly applicable during any site
which could harm mammails.

e Natural Environment and Rural Communitie

Il public authorities, including local

This act formed Natural England which places a du
j requires s list of species of habitats

planning authorities to consider biodiversit s Act

species are known as Priority Species or Spe
are know as Priority habitats or Habitais,of Pri

ipal Importance (SPI). These habitats
| Important (HPI). Both SPI and HPI are listed
protection to these HPI's and SPI’s.

Species-Specific Legislation
Species specific legislation is provided in the Table below:

Species-Specific Wildlife Legislation

Plants Sch. 8 Wildlife and Countryside e Pick;
Act 1981 (as amended) e Uproot;
Some species are SPI - Section e Trade;

41 NERC Act. Possess (for frade)
any wild plant listed.
Breeding birds Wildlife and Countryside Act e Kill;
1981 (as amended). e Injure;

e Take;

any wild bird, their eggs or nest
(with the exception of those on
Sch. 2).
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BWB

Specially protected birds

Sch. 1 Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended).

As above but includes:
* Disturbing birds at their nest,
or their dependent young.

Badgers

The Protection of Badgers Act
1992.

e Wilfully kill, injure, take, or
cruelly ill-treat a badger, or
aftempt to do so;

e Possess any dead badger or
any part of, or anything derived
from, a dead badger;

e Infentionally or recklessly
interfere with a sett by
disturbing badgers whilst they
are occupying a sett,
damaging or destroying a sett,
causing a dog fo enter a seftt,
or obstructing access to it.

adger sett is defined in the
egislation as “any structure or
lace, which displays signs
icating current use by a

Bafts

Sch. 5 Wildlife and C
Act 1981 (as amen

kill, inure or capture (or take)
bats:

¢ Deliberately disturb bats
(whether in a roost or not);

e Recklessly disturb roosting
bats or obstruct access to their
roosts;

¢ Damage or destroy bat
roosts.

Common reptiles

Deliberate or reckless:
e Killing;

e Injuring

e Sale.

Common amphibians

Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000.

o Sell;
e Transport; and
e Advertise for sale.

Great crested newt

Sch. 5 Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended).

Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations
(Amendment) (EU Exit) 2019 (as
amended).

e Kill;

e Injure;

e Disturb

e Destroy or obstruct access to

any place used for rest or
shelter.

Hedgehogs

SPI - Section 41 NERC Act
Wild Mammals Protection Act
1996.

Protection from harm, injury
Infent to harm.

Other mammals

Wild Mammals Protection Act
1996.

Protection from harm, injury
Infent to harm.
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Invasive species (animal and Sch. 9 Wildlife and Countryside Release of any animal, plant or
plant) Act 1981 (as amended). microorganism notf native to
the UK.
Sale.
Cause or allow to spread.

Protected Sites

A network of protected sites, at varying levels, have been put in place across the UK. Further
details are provided below;

International Importance

e Natura 2000

of nature conservation-sites
k will comprise Special Areas

Natura 2000 is the name of the European Union-wide net
established under the EC Habitats and Birds Directives. This
of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (S

e Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

provide a mechanism for the @
nm).

National Importance

o Sites of Special erest (SSSI)

The SSSI series has developed since 1949 as the national suite of sites providing statutory
protection for the best examples of the UK's flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical
features. Most SSSIs are privately-owned or managed; others are owned or managed by
public bodies or non-government organisations. The SSSIs designation may extend into
intertidal areas out to the jurisdictional limit of local authorities, generally Mean Low Water in
England and Northern Ireland; Mean Low Water of Spring fides in Scotfland. In Wales, the limit
is Mean Low Water for SSSIs nofified before 2002, and, for more recent notifications, the limit of
Lowest Astronomical Tides, where the featfures of interest extend down o LAT. There is no
provision for marine SSSIs beyond low water mark. Originally nofified under the National Parks
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, SSSIs have been renoftified under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. Improved provisions for the protection and management of SSSIs were
infroduced by the Counfryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (in England and Wales) and the
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.

Regional/Local Importance

e Wildlife Sites
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Local authorities for any given area may designate certain areas as being of local
conservationinterest. The criteria forinclusion, and the level of protection provided, if any, may
vary between areas. Most individual counties have a similar scheme, although they do vary.

These sites, which may be given various titles such as 'Listed Wildlife Sites' (LWS), 'County Wildlife
Sites' (CWS), 'Local Nature Conservation-sites' (LNCS), 'Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation' (SINCs), or Sites of Nature Conservation Importance' (SNCIs), together with
statutory designations, are defined in local and structure plans under the Town and Counfry
Planning system and are a material considerafion when planning applications are being
determined.
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Appendix 2: UK Hab Habitat Plan
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Appendix 3: Site Photographs
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Photograph 2: Western boundary adjacent to Long Lane (subject to veg clearance)
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Photoraph 4. outern bondry mature hedgerow (Crataegs mongyna) on-Site;
mature Leylandii frees adjacent off-Site outside of the Site boundary
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Photograph 5: Southern boundary including argas of scrub vegetation cleared
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Photograph é: South-east corner subject to vegetation clearance including birch
scrub habitat and mixed scrub
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Photograph 8:Ivy and brambe scrub understorey on the eastern boundary
adjacent to Chickenley Beck
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Photograph 10: Mature ash tree on-Site adjacent to Chickenley Beck on the eastern

2 o

Photograph 9: Lineo tree on-ite adjacent toChickenley Beck on the eastern

boundary

boundary
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LAY RS 2 :
Photograph 11: Chickenley Beck off-Site located on the eastern boundary

Photograph 12: Section of grassland habitat on-Site on the north-eastern boundary
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Pho’rograp 14: Section of grassland on-Site on the northern boundary




Long Lane, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

March 2024

LLE-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

Photograph 15: Conifer trees off-Site to the northern boundary,with a small section of
grassland subject to prior clearance




as BWB

A CAF GROUP COMPANY

www.bwbconsulting.com



