Sent: 13 October 2025 11:18

Subject: 2024/91383 at location St Johns Church, Jackroyd Lane, Newsome, Huddersfield,
HD4 6QU

Please see ecological commentary below:

Preliminary Roost Assessment.

A PBRA (Middleton Bell Ecology, September 2025) was completed, and though there was no evidence of

roosting bats — there were a number of bat roosting features that may be used by lone roosting bats in the
future.

As aresult, though | will not request a further presence / absence survey; | will condition a Precautionary
working Method Statement.

A lighting strategy is also required.

An informative for birds will be added also due to the report noting a bird nest within the surveyed area.

BNG

I’m afraid that | haven’t seen anything address the commentary concerning BNG from the original ecologist
(attached).

It is noted that a BNG assessment was mentioned to be required.

Reason: To ensure the development delivers a biodiversity net gain on site in accordance with Schedule 7A of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Suggested conditions
BNG conditions will be provided once an assessment and metric are provided.

Lighting strategy

No works are to commence unless a detailed lighting scheme, developed in accordance with
established guidance (e.g. Bat Conservation Trust and Institute of Lighting Professionals (2023) Bats
and Artificial Lighting at Night), has been drafted and agreed with the council. The Sensitive Lighting
Strategy will demonstrate that the proposed lighting will not impact upon ecological networks and/or
sensitive features. Thereafter the agreed lighting scheme shall be implemented, subject to any
variations approved in writing by the planning authority. All external lighting shall be installed strictly in
accordance with the specifications and locations set out within the Lighting Strategy.

Reason: In the interests of biodiversity and in accordance with Policy LP30 and NPPF15

PWMS - Bats

A condition for the provision of a detailed Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) is advised,
e.g. Prior to the commencement of development, a detailed Precautionary Working Method Statement
(PWMS) in respect of bats shall be submitted to and approved by the local planning authority. In order to
minimise risk and avoid harm to bats, the PWMS shall include (but not be limited to) toolbox talks provided
by a suitably qualified ecologist, attendance of an ECoW (Ecological Clerk of Works) as required, and careful
hand stripping around potential bat roosting features.

In the event of encountering a bat, all work must cease until the ecological clerk of works and Natural
England are contacted for advice on the best way to proceed lawfully. All contractors working on site should
be made aware of this advice and provided with the contact details of the ecological clerk of works.
Reason: In order that the proposals are implemented in accordance with the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).



Informatives
Birds
All works should be timed to occur outside nesting bird season (typically March to August, inclusive). If
this is not possible all potential bird nesting opportunities must be checked by a suitably experienced
ecologist within 24 hours prior to works. If any active nests are found, the ecologist should advise on
suitable species-specific works exclusion zones. The exclusion zones should be regularly monitored by

the ecologist and remain in place until the young have fledged the nest or the nests are otherwise
deserted.

Reason: In order that the proposals are implemented in accordance with the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Many thanks,
Katie

Ecology Team

Planning and Development Service

Place Directorate — Skills and Regeneration
PO Box 1720,

Huddersfield,

HD1 9EL



