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FOREWORD

In the 10 years to the end of 2024, 10,000
lives were lost on Britain’s rural roads.

To put that into perspective, that’s almost
three loved ones killed each day over

the last decade.

Every road death is a needless tragedy, but
this staggering loss of life becomes even
more concerning when considering that
people are significantly more likely to lose
their lives on countryside roads than any
other type of road. In the last ten years,
two-thirds more people have been killed
on rural roads than on urban roads. Put
simply, rural roads are persistently and
disproportionately dangerous for those
using them, whether they are motorists,
cyclists, pedestrians or horse riders.

That’s why NFU Mutual launched a rural road
safety campaign in 2020, setting out to raise
awareness of the avoidable loss of life on
our countryside roads. Each year, we carry
out analysis of Department for Transport
(DfT) figures, and each year this shows that
people are more likely to be killed on rural
roads.

The unique hazards found on rural roads,
from blind corners and junctions to
inappropriate speed limits, to navigating
vulnerable road users and agricultural
vehicles, mean that using countryside roads
is fundamentally different to travelling on
urban roads or motorways. We worked with

experts including the Royal Society for

the Prevention of Accidents, the main UK
farming unions, the Older Drivers Forum
and the British Horse Society last year to
create the first ever Code for Countryside
Roads, which acknowledges the particular
skills and awareness needed to use rural
roads. But as we continue to see around
1,000 people die each year on rural roads,
it’s clear that more must be done to address
the issue in the new national road safety
strategy.

Where there is will to change, we can take
leaps forward on road safety, as has been

proved by previous campaigns on seatbelt
use and drink driving.

It’s clear that something needs to change.
After years of declining fatalities on rural
roads, progress has stalled since around
2012. It’s not acceptable that Britain
continues to lose around 1,000 people each
year to rural road fatalities and more must
be done to prevent this needless loss of life.

Nick Turner, Chief Executive,
NFU Mutual



RURAL ROAD SAFETY FACTSHEET

o ,884 lives lost on rural roads in 10 years.

In 2024, there were 72% more fatalities on rural roads than urban roads,

and ten times more than on motorways.
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Progress in reducing rural road fatalities has stagnated since 2012.
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Graph showing number of deaths on rural roads, 2005-2024.

Countryside roads are the most dangerous type of road by miles travelled.

Lives lost per billion miles travelled in Britain in 2024:

Rural roads Urban roads Motorways

6.3 4.7 1.3

By average miles travelled, vulnerable road users are significantly more at risk on rural roads
than car drivers and passengers.

2024 Miles travelled per person Rural road fatalities
o car/van 29,791 531
15 bus/lorry/tractor 656 9
&b motorcycle 61 253
3% cyclist 157 42
8 pedestrians 426 115

A survey of 2,000 UK motorists conducted October 2025 found that:
31% rarely or never drove on rural roads prior to passing their test
26% felt unprepared to use rural roads after passing their test

23% have been involved in a collision on a rural road



NFU Mutual commissioned OnePoll to conduct a survey of 2,000 UK
motorists across September and October 2025 to understand why

countryside roads are disproportionately dangerous for all road users.

31% rarely or never drove on rural roads prior to passing their test.

While learning to drive, how often did you drive on rural roads?

-

. Always 7% . Rarely 20%
Often 26% . Never 11%
. Sometimes 32% Can’t remember 4%

26% felt unprepared to use rural roads after passing their test.

When you received your driving license, how prepared did you
feel to drive on rural roads?

. Very prepared 24%
Somewhat prepared 44%

. Not very prepared 21%

. Not at all prepared 5%

. Can’t remember 6%
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Drivers support more robust training and punishments for rural
road safety.

Learners should have more training and testing for
driving on rural roads while learning to drive

1% 18% 81%

M Disagree Neither agree or disagree Agree

Drivers must be given sufficient training on rural roads to navigate them safely, both in theory
and practice. Current theory and practical testing doesn’t adequately assess a learner’s ability to
navigate the hazards found on rural roads. We support the recent trials to boost exposure to rural
and high-speed roads in practical tests, but more can be done.

Nick Turner, NFU Mutual Chief Executive

Drivers who break rules on rural roads should have to take an advanced training
course on rural road safety, similar to the Speed Awareness Course

6% 23% 71%

M Disagree Neither agree or disagree Agree

National Speed Awareness Courses have been shown to cut rates of reoffending, and a well-
designed course for rural roads could help reduce behaviours which lead to tragic consequences.
It would also send a powerful message that rural road safety is being taken seriously,
acknowledging the extra risk that comes with using a rural road.

Nick Turner, NFU Mutual Chief Executive

All survey data from survey of 2,000 motorists across the UK, carried out by OnePoll on
behalf of NFU Mutual, 29 September to 1 October 2025.

ROAD FATALITIES BY REGION, 2024

England
Rural 781
Urban 488

Scotland Great Britain
Rural 108 Rural 956
Urban 53
Urban 555
North East
Rural 46
Urban 25
Yorkshire &
Humber
Rural 64 Urban 56
Urban 78
East Mids
Rural 137 East England
RWalle 2 Urban 42 Rural 133
ural 67
Urban 14 West Mids Urban 29
Rural 89
Urban 69
South East
Rural 126
Urban 51
South West
Rural 113
Urban 38

Across Great Britain, there were 72% more fatalities on countryside roads
than urban roads in 2024.



VULNERABLE ROAD USERS

By average miles travelled, vulnerable road users are significantly more at
risk on rural roads than car drivers and passengers.
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car/van

bus/lorry/tractor

motorcycle

pedestrians

cyclist

car/van

bus/lorry/tractor

motorcyclist

pedestrians

cyclist

29,791
656
61
426
157
2024
Urban
131
3
82
278
40

Miles travelled per person

Rural

531

253

115

42

Rural road fatalities

531
9
253
115
42
2015-2024
Urban Rural
1,546 5,605
48 126
987 2,256
2,755 1,219
456 556

For more information on NFU Mutual’s rural road safety campaign and
for tips on how you can keep yourself and others safe on countryside

roads, scan here or visit nfumutual.co.uk/campaigns/rural-road-safety.

All road casualty data taken from Department for Transport reported road casualty data
series, released 25 September 2025,



We’re committed to supporting our customers, whatever your circumstances
or needs we’re here to help.

If you’d like this document in large print,
braille or audio, just contact us.

If you’re hard of hearing or deaf, or you have difficulty with your speech,
you can contact us by using the Relay UK app on your smartphone or tablet,
or by dialling 18001 before our number on your textphone.

To stop us contacting you for marketing, write to Marketing Department (Do Not Contact Me), NFU Mutual, ®
Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 7B] or talk to your local agency. To find out more about how , 5

we use your personal information and your rights, please view the Privacy Policy on our website. FSC
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