
 
 

  

Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment 

 

Buildings at Gasworks Street, Hillhouse,  

Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 

for 

 Erith Contractors Limited 

 

Iceni Ecology Ltd.  

 

 

May 2024 

 

Iceni Ecology Ltd.  

Company No: 9188908 

North Walsham, Norfolk 

T: 01263 478193 

Email: iceniecology@rocketmail.com 

Web: www.iceniecology.rocks 

 

 

mailto:iceniecology@rocketmail.com
http://www.iceniecology.rocks/


 
 

Conditions of Use 

 
According to the purpose of the report, survey information supplied reflects the findings of the 
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considered when using this report.  
 
Iceni Ecology Ltd. takes no responsibility for ecological features present after the date of the most 
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updated before being used in a decision-making process. Ecological information more than five 
years old should be considered of historic interest only and not be relied on for decision making. 
 
Any advice, opinions, or recommendations within this document (a) should be read and relied upon 
only in the context of the document as a whole; (b) do not, in any way, purport to include any 
manner of legal advice or opinion; (c) are based upon the information made available to Iceni 
Ecology Ltd. at the date of this document and on current UK standards and practices as at the date 
of this document. No liability is accepted by Iceni Ecology Ltd. for any use of this document, other 
than for the purposes for which it was originally prepared and provided. 
 
The normal practice of Iceni Ecology Ltd. is to issue an initial report for comment, incorporating  
any comments considered relevant into a revised final report. The final report will be issued in an 
electronic portable document format (PDF) (Adobe). If no further comments are received within two 
weeks of issuing the initial report, Iceni Ecology Ltd. will issue final reports automatically.  
 
Following final delivery of this document to the Client, Iceni Ecology Ltd. will have no further 
obligations or duty to advise the Client on any matters, including development affecting the 
information or advice provided in this document. 
 
Drusilla Hall is a full member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(CIEEM) and is a Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv). The code of professional conduct is 
subscribed to for all work. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Instruction and background 

Iceni Ecology Ltd. was instructed by Erith Contractors Limited, ‘the Client’, to 

undertake a Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment (PBRA) at two buildings within a 

former gas works site at Gasworks Street, Hillhouse, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 

prior to demolition.  The buildings are referred to as ‘the boiler house’ and ‘engine 

shed’. 

This report details the findings of the PBRA undertaken by Iceni Ecology Limited in 

May 2024. 

Location and description of site 

The former gas works site is located to the north-east of Huddersfield, West 

Yorkshire, centred on approximate Ordnance Survey (OS) National Grid Reference: 

SE 14979 17358 (Figure 1).  

The wider site comprises a former gas holder and numerous buildings, to include the 

boiler house and engine room; the latter two buildings are marked on Figure 2. 

The location is urban and surrounded by light industrial and residential housing. 

Further east of the site is the River Colne, recreational grounds and woodland belts; 

to the west is the Huddersfield Broad Canal. 

Figure 1: Location of site, centred on red marker. 
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Figure 2: Surveyed buildings. 

 

Proposals 

It is proposed to demolish the two buildings in 2024. 

Relevant wildlife legislation 

Certain habitats and species are protected under legislation. The principal legislation 

relevant to the proposed development is as follows: 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)1 

[‘The Habitats Regulations’].  The Habitats Regulations implement The Habitats 

Directive 1992 [92/43/EEC] into English Law. 

• European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2018 (as amended). 

• Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)2 (WCA).  

• The Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC). 

 

With respect to bats, under The Habitats Regulations it is an offence to: 

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat. 

• Deliberately disturb a bat in a way that would affect its ability to survive, breed or 
rear young (or hibernate or migrate) or significantly affect the local distribution or 
abundance of the species. 

• Damage or destroy a roost.  This is an ‘absolute’ offence and need not be 
deliberate or intentional. 

• Possess, control, transport, well, exchange or offer for sale/exchange any live or 
dead bat or any part of a bat. 

 
1 Amended by the Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) Regulations 2012 S.I. 2012/1927. 
2 Amended by the Countryside & Rights of Way Act (2000). 

Engine Shed 

Boiler House 
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With respect to bats under the WCA, it is an offence to: 

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat at a roost. 

• Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a roost. 

• Sell and advertise. 
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

Desk study 

Statutory and non-statutory designated wildlife areas 
 
A search3 was undertaken for statutory and non-statutory designated wildlife areas 

within 1km of the site. 

Online biological records - bats 
 
A search3 was undertaken for European Protected Species Mitigation Licences 

(EPSMLs) and returns for bats within 2km of the site. 

Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment 

The site was assessed on 29th May, 2024 in accordance with Good Practice 

Guidelines, Collins (2023)4,   

Buildings and trees are categorised in terms of their ‘suitability’ to support a roost or 
provide suitable habitat, as per ‘Table 4.1’ from the Guidelines (see below). 
 
The assessment entails a detailed inspection of a structure to look for features which 
bats could use for entry/exit and roosting and to search for bats and any signs of use 
by bats. A high-powered torch and binoculars were used to aid the observations.  
 

 
3 MAGIC maps. https://magic.defra.gov.uk/  
4 Collins, J. (ed.) (2023) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (4th edn). The Bat Conservation 

Trust, London. 

 

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
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RESULTS   

Desk study 

Designated wildlife areas 
 
For statutory and non-statutory designated wildlife areas, none were identified within 

1km of the site. 

Online biological records - bats 
 
Within 2km of the site, there were three EPSMLs identified for bats. 

• 2014-856-EPS-MIT. Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus. 13/10/14 to 

13/10/14. Non-breeding. 985m south-west. 

• EPSM2011-3176. Common pipistrelle. 15/08/11 to 31/08/13. Non-breeding. 

1.3km south-west. 

• EPSM2010-1750. Common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus 

pygmaeus and brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritis. Non-breeding. 1.6km 

south-east. 

Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment 

Engine shed 
 
The engine shed is a large brick-built structure with corrugated asbestos / bonded 

fibre roof over metal supports.  The building is permanently open and draughty with 

low thermal stability. There was no sign of current or of previous use by bats.  

The building is assessed as having ‘Negligible’ bat roost potential due to the lack of 

conducive bat roost features and evidence of current or previous use by bats. 

No further surveys recommended. 

Boiler house 
 
The boiler house is a small concrete pebble-dashed building with closed double 

wooden doors as the only entrance.  It has a flat roof of corrugated asbestos with 

wooden fascia boards. The building is completely sealed with no gaps suitable for 

entry of bats. There was no sign of current or of previous use by bats. 

The building is assessed as having ‘Negligible’ bat roost potential due to the lack of 

conducive bat roost features and evidence of current or previous use by bats. 
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Photographs are shown in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment Photographs. 

Engine shed entrance. Inside engine shed.  

Boiler house.  Boiler house entrance.   
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SUMMARY AND EVALUTION 

Iceni Ecology Limited undertook a PBRA on 29th May, 2024 of two buildings at the 

former gasworks at Hillhouse, Huddersfield: an engine shed and boiler house, in 

preparation for demolition in 2024. 

The two buildings both lacked potential bat roost features and there were no signs of 

current or of previous use by bats. The roost suitability was assessed as being 

‘Negligible’ and as such no further bat surveys recommended.  

The desk study did not indicate that the proposals would impact any nearby 

designated wildlife areas. There were three bat EPMSL within 2km of the site, the 

closest at 985m south-west for common pipistrelle (non-breeding). 

If in the unlikely event that bats are discovered during works, all works should cease 

until advice has been sought from a suitably qualified Ecologist. 

The survey results are typically valid for 12-18 months, after which time the status of 

the site is likely to require re-assessment.  


