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Heritage Statement
1.0 Site Setting

Linthwaite Bandroom is situated in an elevated position above Hoyle House Fold, on
a plot measuring approximately 23 metres x 30 metres. The site rises steeply to the West
from Hoyle House Fold, with the bandroom building situated to the far West of the site. The
building is accessed by foot via steps rising from Hoyle House Fold, although vehicle access
is available to the rear (West) of the site via a small track leading from Manchester Road.
Traditional, stone built terraced housing is located to each side (North and South) of the
bandroom site. Colne Valley Business Park, a multi-use former mill complex, is situated
directly opposite the bandroom site to the East of Hoyle House Fold. An undeveloped,
wooded aspect is situated to the West of the bandroom site, which extends along the rear
of domestic housing to Manchester Rd.
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2.0 Building Description

Linthwaite bandroom is a timber framed, single storey detached building, with
overall plan dimensions of approximately 8.2 metres x 16.2 metres. The building effectively
comprises 3 prefabricated timber ‘huts’ arranged together to form one building. Each of the
‘huts’ has a pitched roof; the two larger huts have a pitched roof with ridge running in a
North-South direction with valley line formed between the two. The third and smallest ‘hut’
is located to the South of the building, with ridge running in a East to West direction.

The pitched roofs are covered in modern, colour coated profiled metal sheeting,
with timber framed walls covered in ship lap timber cladding. The building is built on a
plinth of clay brickwork below ground floor level.

The building was obtained by The Linthwaite Band in the 1960’s for use as their

headquarters and practice room, and it is understood that it was previously used as British
Legion Headquarters and prior to that as a work room on a different site.
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3.0 Linthwaite Band — History and Heritage

Linthwaite Band is one of the oldest brass bands in the country, founded in 1852. It
continues to be an active brass band, competing in local and national contests and providing
concerts and entertainment to the local community. The band remains self funding,
without sponsorship, and welcomes players from all backgrounds and abilities.

The band stopped using the bandroom site on Hoyle House Fold as its regular practice room
in 2012 as the building became outdated and it’s condition beyond economic repair and
modernisation. The band now practices at Broad Oak Bowling Club, Broad Oak, Linthwaite,
which provides modern, comfortable and safe practice space for members and secure
storage for band equipment. The arrangement to use a practice room at the Bowling Club
benefits both Linthwaite Band and Broad Oak Bowling Club, both of which are important
parts of the local community and heritage.
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4.0 Heritage Statement

The timber framed and clad bandroom building on Hoyle House Fold is considered to
have little historic value within the local conservation area in Linthwaite. The building is of a
‘temporary’ prefabricated form in contrast to the traditional stone built terraced housing to
each side of the site. The building is set well back and elevated above Hoyle House Fold,
and is not considered to be prominent in the Hoyle House Fold streetscape.

Linthwaite Band has a strong heritage and continues to thrive. The band has practiced at
alternative practice facilities in the village since moving from the bandroom on Hoyle House
Fold in 2012 and is by no means reliant on the subject bandroom building for its continued
success. Instead the band needs modern, secure and accessible facilities for their practice
room and headquarters.

The vacant bandroom has recently become the target of vandalism and arson attempts.
The building is considered to have reached the end of it’s useful life, beyond economic
repair and modernisation. Demolition of the building is considered a pragmatic solution to
remove the ongoing risk vandalism and unauthorised access, and its proposed demolition Is
not considered to be detrimental to the heritage asset in the local conservation area.
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