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Appendix E – Public Open Space Management Plan

MAINTENANCE 

All planting in public areas shall be maintained as detailed below by the management company in good order 
with any plant material which dies within a five year period being replaced to the original specification. 
Planting and lawns in private areas will be maintained by the individual plot holders. 

Trees
All trees shall be regularly checked and any broken ties, guards or stakes replaced. Mulch shall be topped up 
to maintain original levels. In periods of dry weather all trees shall be regularly watered to field capacity. The 
area around the base of each tree is to be kept mulched to 50mm depth minimum and weed free to a 
minimum diameter of 1m. At the end of each growing season all trees shall receive an application of slow 
release fertiliser. After approximately 5 years stakes and ties are to be removed once trees have established. 

Hedgerows (Native & Ornamental)
All hedgerows shall be maintained weed and rubbish free and any loose plants re-firmed. All canes and spirals 
where employed shall be regularly checked and adjusted or replaced as required. All hedge lines shall be 
regularly watered in times of drought to field capacity and shall receive an application of slow release fertiliser 
at the end of the growing season. Mulch shall be regularly topped up to original levels. All hedge lines shall be 
maintained to 1.6m high. After approximately 5 years stakes and ties are to be removed once trees have 
established. 

Ornamental shrub and groundcover areas
Plant borders are to be kept weed and rubbish free and any loose plants re-firmed. All borders to be regularly 
watered in times of drought and receive an annual application of slow release fertiliser. Mulch shall be 
regularly topped up to original levels. 

Turf areas (front gardens)
Any turfed areas which fail to provide a good quality initially vigorous grass sward shall be re-cultivated and re-
sown / re-turfed as required. 

Wildlflower/Meadow seed areas
Species rich meadow areas as identified on the plan, shall be mown regularly throughout the first year of 
establishment to maintain the balance between faster growing grasses and slower developing wild flowers, 
and to remove competition from the first flush of annual weeds.
From the second year of establishment onwards areas should be allowed to grow to full height and be cut 
once a year at the end of August to a minimum height of 10cm, unless identified as mown edge/mown 
amenity grass within the plan.
All arisings are to be allowed to lay in situ for ten days to allow seeds to be cast within the area prior to 
removal from site. 

Notes
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Bare root plants specified for planting during planting season only. Containerised and rootballed stock to be 
employed when necessary as advised by supplier;
No cultivation should be undertaken in wet/waterlogged conditions;
Imported topsoil to accord with BS3882;
Supplying nurseries shall be registered under the HTA Nursery Certification Scheme, and plant material should 
be of certified British provenance;
All plants shall be packed and transported in accordance with the Code of Practice for plant handling as 
Published by The Committee for Plant Supply and Establishment (CPSE);
All plant material to conform with BS:3936 and BS:4428;
Planting operations to be undertaken during appropriate climatic conditions to avoid wet/waterlogged or 
frost bound soil conditions, frosts, droughts or during periods of excessive cold drying winds. 

Note:
Landscape contractors to confirm potential build programme with house builder when pricing soft landscape 
works to allow for and accommodate potential out of season planting and phased release of plots for 
implementation. Allowances to potentially include for supply of containerised stock, additional attendance in 
relation to phasing and additional watering. 

In September following implementation plants to be checked for successful establishment and any losses 
replaced in the following planting season. Planting proposals to be checked and confirmed by project engineer 
for construction against ground conditions/soil types and foundation design. 


