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Section 1:  Introduction 

1.1. This report has been prepared by Tyler Grange Group Ltd. on behalf of ALDI Stores Ltd. It sets 
out proposed enhancements for birds and bats. It has been prepared to alter the existing bird 
and bat box strategy which was prepared for the site within an ‘Environmental Design 
Strategy (EDS)’ produced by Tetratech in relation to a planning consent for an ALDI foodstore 
(reference 2022/90890, hereafter referred to as the ‘site’. 

1.2. Provided the recommendations outlined in this report can be implemented fully and 
successfully, then development proposals would comply with the requirements of Condition 
6 of the consent, which specifies full adherence to the EDS. 
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Section 2: Habitat Enhancement Features 

Bat Roosting Features 

2.1. Three Vivara Pro Woodstone Chillon Low Profile Bat Boxes1 (or similar) will be installed on 
mature trees within the site boundary to provide additional roosting opportunities for bats. 
The specific positioning and selection of trees will be determined by a Suitably Qualified 
Ecologist (SQE). 

2.2. The Vivara Pro Woodstone Chillon Low Profile Bat Box has the entrance at the bottom of the 
box, and had a narrow crevice-like internal space which is attractive to pipistrelle and long-
eared bats. This bat box is also designed to be effective against small predators and excludes 
draughts and light. Due to the opening on the bottom, this bat box does not require cleaning. 
This bat box is manufactured from long-lasting woodstone (a mix of concrete and wood 
fibres), which will not rot, leak, crack or warp, and will last for at least 20 - 25 years. 
Woodstone has good thermal insulation and creates a stable internal temperature, it also 
provides a good rough surface for bats to cling on to and climb. 

2.3. The bat boxes will be placed as per the recommendations. They will be attached onto 
sufficiently mature trees at no lower than 3m in height, the entrances will ideally be facing 
away from major sources of light/noise pollution (major roads, rail lines etc.) in order to 
provide the optimal requirements for bats (refer to Plan 15919/P01). The bat boxes shall be 
installed prior to the first occupation of the site following the completion of the construction 
phase. 

Bird Nesting Features 

2.4. To enhance nesting habitat on site for birds, ten nest boxes will be deployed along the site. 
Two Spotted Flycatcher nest boxes (Vivara Pro Barcelona WoodStone Open Nest Box2), two 
Starling nest boxes3, two Woodstone Kingfisher tunnels (WoodStone® Kingfisher Tunnel4) and 
four terrace nest boxes (RSPB Sparrow terrace nest box5). 

2.5. The Vivara Pro Barcelona WoodStone Open Nest Box is constructed from woodstone (a mix 
of concrete and wood fibres) and provides protection against predators including 
woodpeckers, cats and squirrels. The material insulates the nest which creates a consistent 
internal temperature and the open cavity entrance will attract wrens, robins, spotted 
flycatchers, pied and grey wagtails, song thrushes and blackbirds. 

2.6. The Starling Nest Boxes are constructed from quality resin bonded plywood coated with a 
non-toxic water repellent finish. It provides protection against predators such as cats and 
squirrels. The hinged roof provides convenient access for cleaning and there are drainage 

 
1 https://www.vivarapro.co.uk/product/vivara-pro-chillon-low-profile-woodstone-bat-box/  
2 https://www.nhbs.com/vivara-pro-barcelona-woodstone-open-nest-box 
3 https://www.nhbs.com/woodpeckerstarling-nest-box 
4 https://www.vivara.co.uk/woodstone-kingfisher-tunnel 
5 https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/bird-feeders-boxes-tables/bird-houses-nest-boxes/garden-bird-nest-boxes/rspb-sparrow-terrace-
nest-box.html 

https://www.vivarapro.co.uk/product/vivara-pro-chillon-low-profile-woodstone-bat-box/
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holes in the floor. The Starling Nest Box is purpose designed with a 45mm opening, allowing 
only desired species entry. 

2.7. The WoodStone® Kingfisher Tunnel is constructed from woodstone (a mix of concrete and 
wood fibres) and provides protection against predators including woodpeckers, cats and 
squirrels. The material insulates the nest which creates a consistent internal temperature. The 
nest tunnel should slope down from the nest at an angle of 10 or 20 degrees for drainage. 
Before use put a layer of dry soil in the nest chamber and make a small nest cup to keep the 
eggs together. In the absence of suitable natural perches placing an artificial one in the water 
within a few metres of the nest will provide a place for the birds to fish and look out for 
predators. 

2.8. The RSPB Sparrow terrace nest box is constructed from sustainable FSC® certified timber and 
have excellent insulation properties. Making them warm in winter and cool in summer. The 
nest boxes are carefully designed, without perches for intruders to grip onto and threaten the 
occupants. The 32mm entrance hole will attract great tit, tree sparrow, pied flycatcher, house 
sparrow, nuthatch, lesser spotted woodpecker. 

2.9. The bird boxes will be placed as per the recommendations outlined in this report. They will be 
placed upon sufficiently mature trees at no lower than 3 metres in height and where possible, 
will be angled so that they face away from the prevailing wind. The kingfisher tunnel is to be 
placed be at least 1 metre above the maximum water level and should be completely buried 
so that only the nest entrance is visible. See plan 15919/P01  for more in depth details. The 
final location of each box will be determined on the ground by a suitably qualified ecologist, 
and each of these features shall be installed prior to the first occupation of the site following 
the completion of the construction phase. 
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Section 3: Conclusions 

3.1. Provided the recommendations outlined in this report can be implemented fully and 
successfully, then development proposals would comply with relevant wildlife legislation and 
planning policy, and it is considered that Condition 6 can be discharged where it relates to 
bird and bat box measures within the existing EDS. 
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Appendix 1:  Landscape Proposals 
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Existing trees  to be retained
Retained and protected during construction and
landscape works in accordance with BS5837:2012 guidance

SOFT LANDSCAPE KEY:

Existing trees to be removed
Due to conflict with the development proposals

Proposed Evergreen Tree in soft landscape
Refer to planting schedule for species & specification

Proposed tree in Hard landscape
Refer to plant schedule for species & specification

Proposed ornamental shrub planting
Refer to plant schedule for species & specification

Proposed ornamental bark mulch surface finish
· 1m dia of ornamental bark mulch in accordance with BS8545 :2014

recommendations round tree trunks in grass
· 500mm maintenance margin / over run strip in car park

Proposed grass banking area
To be Germinal Seeds RE3 River Floodplain / Water Meadow Mix with plug
planting incorporated
(refer to specification for details).
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SOFT LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATION

NOTE: All soft landscape works to be carried out in accordance with BS4428:1989.

SUBSOIL
All suboil should be free draining and well aerated and in accordance with BS 8601:2013
Subsoil should be broken up to relieve compaction and aid drainage prior to topsoiling to the following depths:
- For light and non cohesive subsoils: 300mm
- For stiff clay and cohesive subsoils: 450mm
Immediately before spreading topsoil, remove stones larger than 50mm.
Cultivated subsoil that is used for wildflower grass areas should be minimum 150mm depth.

TOPSOIL
Existing site won topsoil to be reused for soft landscape areas if sufficient quantities are available and the topsoil
meets the criteria for multipurpose topsoil as defined in table 1 of BS3882:2015 specification for Topsoil.

If imported topsoil is required it is to be supplied and spread by the main contractor to the approval of the
Landscape contractor, in accordance with the parameters of a multi purpose topsoil as laid out in BS 3882 : 2015.
To be a natural sandy loam, of medium texture, with a pH between 5.5 and 7.8, not more than slightly stony and
free of pernicious weeds. Subsoil to be well broken up prior to top-soiling to relieve compaction.  Topsoil depths
should be:
Areas for Ornamental Shrub Planting: minimum 400mm
Areas for cultivated turf: minimum 150mm
Note: Contractor to provide soil testing declaration of analysis certification and sample for inspection & approval
prior to delivery of any topsoil to site or for any in-situ soil that is being re-used.

CULTIVATION
Weeds to be prevented from seeding or becoming established by applying a suitable herbicide and allowing the
correct time to elapse, as directed by the manufacturer. Compacted soil to be broken up to a depth of 100mm,
with any stones, grass tufts or rubbish larger than 50mm in any direction to be removed, leaving a regular and
even surface. Suitable slow release fertiliser to be supplied and spread @ 50g/m2 to all planted areas (not to
wildflower).

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
Topsoiling should be carried out in the driest conditions possible – cultivation to be carried out when the soil is
moist, friable and not waterlogged or frozen. Topsoil should not be handled during or after heavy rainfall or when
it is wetter than the plastic limit as defined by BS 3882. Planting should not take place in waterlogged conditions
or when the ground is frozen.

SOIL AMELIORANT
Peat-free compost to be spread over ornamental shrub beds @ minimum 50mm depth prior to cultivation. For
native planting a 50mm compost layer should be mixed into each whip planting pit only, not spread over the
entire bed.

TREES
All trees within shrub beds to be planted in separate pits in accordance with tree planting detail.
All tree planting and post maintenance regimes to comply with BS8545:2014 'Trees from Nursery to Independence
in the Landscape' and transported to site in accordance with the HTA Plant Handling Guide: 1996.
All trees to be planted to the original root collar and secured in place with underground guying system in
accordance with tree planting detail.
If the trees are planted outside of the planting season then containerised stock to be used in lieu of root balled
but the same tree heights are still required - allowance to be made for this at tender stage if required once
construction timetable is known and CA informed immediately.

PROPOSED SHRUB PLANTING
All shrubs to be positioned as shown on the drawing and to the density and specification listed in the plant
schedule.
Planting holes to be 150mm wider than the root spread, have the base ground thoroughly broken up before
planting and backfilled with peat free compost.
All shrubs to be equally spaced throughout the planting areas to the specified density in a staggered
arrangement unless otherwise noted in the planting schedule.   
Contractor to ensure numbers on schedule match those shown on drawing before placing any orders for plants. 
Any discrepancies to be brought to the attention of the Landscape Architect upon discovery.
Contractor to check on site dimensions of all landscape areas to ensure specified quantities will achieve the
specified densities for each species.

GRASSED AREAS WITH WILDFLOWER PLUG PLANTS:
Seeded areas should be sown in accordance with BS 3969:1998: Recommendations for Turf for general purposes
and BS 4428-1989 General Landscape Operations.
The plugs should be scattered randomly throughout the seeded area at a rate of 3/m2 in groups of three to five
plugs together of the same species and planted using a bulb planter with each bulb pit part-filled with seed
compost before being well watered.
Species composition of the wildflower plugs (25% of each species in the mix): Alopecurus pratensis, Caltha
palustris, Centaurea nigra, Sanguisorba officinalis.
Watering: keep the plug plants well watered particularly in the first 6 weeks after planting.
Mowing Maintenance to be as follows:
Year One (if Autumn sown): First cut early July, then monthly during August, September and October.
Year One (if Spring sown):  First cut mid-September - 1st October and collect the arisings, then monthly during
August, September and October.
Initial cutting should ensure that the cutting height of the mower is raised high enough so you are mowing just
over the top of the plug plants. Once the plants reach 70mm height this is the final mowing height.
Cutting height: 70-100mm
Thereafter: Cut from mid-July to early September ensuring you collect the arisings. Consider allowing up to a fifth
to stand uncut through the winter and cut down and remove the clippings in March the following year, this will
provide a habitat for invertebrates and some vertebrates over the winter. Rotate this area so a different section is
left uncut each year. This more closely replicates the grazing of animals which would leave some small areas not
grazed.

If possible, and with the obvious exception of areas you are leaving uncut, lightly mow the sward down to
70-100mm as required throughout the winter months until March and collect the clippings.

Weeding: No weeding to take place within grass mix unless invasive species are noted on site in which case the
CA is to be informed immediately so the necessary remediation works can be carried out.

SUBSTITUTIONS:
Upon submission of evidence that certain materials, including plant materials, are not available at the time of the
landscape contract, the Landscape Contractor may be permitted to substitute other materials and plants in
exceptional circumstances during the contract with an agreed adjustment of prices. 
All substitutions shall be of nearest equivalent species and variety to the original specified but shall be subject to
approval by the Landscape Architect before any change is made.

TIMES OF YEAR FOR PLANTING:
Landscape works to be carried out during the final possible planting periods prior to practical completion of the
building and associated engineering works / car park areas in accordance with the following:

- Native and ornamental trees: During dormant winter period - Late October to late March (only if planted in
the planting season otherwise containerised stock to be used).

- Bare root native transplants: During dormant winter period - Late October to April.
- Container grown ornamental and specimen shrubs: At any time if ground and weather conditions are

favourable.

MULCH
75mm depth of 8-35mm ornamental bark mulch (peat-free) to be supplied and spread to all planting areas.
Finished mulch level to be installed and maintained at 25mm below any adjacent kerbs or paving surfaces.

MAINTENANCE
All planting areas to be maintained to a high standard by the contractor for 12months after practical
completion, to ensure the landscape scheme is successful, and discourage decline of the area. 
Minimum frequency of maintenance visits (12 maintenance visits per year):
March to May & September to November - 1No. visit each month
June to August  - 2No. visits each month.

Generally, during the first 12months:
- All planting beds to be re-firmed and kept weed free through hand weeding. 
- All litter to be picked and removed from landscape areas.
- Mulch to be topped up as required to maintain the specified thickness.
- The condition of all trees is to be regularly checked, with ties and stakes adjusted or replaced as 

necessary.
- Shrubs to be pruned at appropriate times of year for each species to promote healthy growth and

desirable ornamental features.
- Grass areas to be cut and maintained in accordance with specification note above.
- All arisings to be removed from site.
- Any defects or plant losses occurring during the first 12 months defects period to be replaced at the 

contractors expense.

Following the initial 12 month establishment period the maintenance of the landscaping will be taken on by a
professional commercial landscape maintenance contractor under a maintenance contract.

GENERAL WATERING
All soft landscaping to be subject to a watering regime which is absolutely essential to ensure the continued
success of the scheme, particularly during the initial 12 month establishment period.  The watering frequency
should be as necessary to ensure the continued thriving of all grass, hedges, trees and ornamental planting but as
a mimumum should follow the maintenance regime as set out above and be carried out at the time of each
maintenance visit. During dry periods it may be necessary to increase watering visits to once per week - if the
planting is looking dry please contact Landscape Architect to arrange the extra maintenance visits if necessary.
The soil should be checked for dryness using either a soil moisture sensor or by inserting a spade into the ground to
a depth of 300mm to observe the appearance of the soil.  If the soil is moist there is no need to water but if it is
bone dry then watering procedure should be carried out immediately.  Water supply should be from potable
mains water or an approved alternative.  The full depth of topsoil should be wet without loosening or damaging
plants.  Any compacted soil should be broken up sufficiently to allow water to reach the rootzone.

WATERING TREES
Trees to be watered in accordance with BS 8545-2014 Tree - From Nursery to Independence.
Trees should be watered via the installed irrigation / aeration pipes around the base of the trees stem in
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions to ensure the water reaches the roots of the tree. Below is a
suggested watering regime but this should be used as a guide only and may require modification in times of
drought or flood, dependant on the ground conditions at the time, which should be monitored as above:

· March - October: 40 litres to be poured into irrigation pipe on every maintenance visit

22/07/22   A 4No trees added to car park and plug planting added DW DW
to wildflower mix, at planners request.

NORTH

NOTE:
SURROUNDING CONTEXTUAL BUILDINGS

AND INFORMATION ARE
BASED ON RECEIVED ORDINANCE

SURVEY DRAWINGS AND ARE SHOWN
FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY.

ASSUMED SITE BOUNDARY IS
SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION

General Notes:

All proposed tree locations are subject to co-ordination with drainage layout and
subject to modification depending on the location of underground services and
utilities. Drainage engineer to co-ordinate services layout in conjunction with the
landscape plan to avoid conflict as much as possible. Allowance to be made at
tender stage for the possible requirement for root barriers once the drainage
layout is confirmed, CA to be informed immediately once this is available.

PLANTING SCHEDULES:

25/01/23   B NB AS4No. car park trees relocated along Huddersfield Road 
boundary and soft landscape margin added.
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Plans:  

Plan 1:  15919_P01_Enhancements Plan 
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