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1 INTRODUCTION 

 jnpgroup were instructed by Walker Associates Architects LLP to undertake a Coal Mining Risk 

Assessment of a site known as the Clayton West Station (hereinafter referred to as ‘the site’) to support a 
planning application. The works comprise construction of a new first floor on the existing building and a new 
perimeter canopy partly attached to the existing external walls. The buildings affected are to the north of the 
circular green area shown in the plan in Appendix A. Any comments given are based on the understanding 
that the proposed redevelopment will be as described. 

 This report is confidential and has been prepared solely for the benefit of Walker Associates Architects LLP 
and those parties with whom a warranty agreement has been executed, or with whom an assignment has 
been agreed.  Should any third party wish to use or rely upon the contents of the report, written approval 
must be sought from JNP; a charge may be levied against such approval.  JNP accepts no responsibility or 
liability for the consequences of this document being used for any purpose or project other than for which it 
was commissioned, and this document to any third party with whom an agreement has not been executed. 

 This report has been prepared following information gathered up to the 7th October 2016.  JNP warrants the 
accuracy of this report up to and including that date.  Additional information, improved practices or changes 
in legislation may necessitate this report having to be reviewed in whole or in part after that date.  If 
necessary, this report should be referred back to JNP for re-assessment and, if necessary, re-appraisal. 

 The scope of the works is based on a desk study.  

 

1.2 Site Location and Description 

 The site is located near Clayton West, c.12km southeast of Huddersfield town centre. The site is located by 
the Kirklees Light Railway in a predominately rural area. A site location map is included in Appendix A. 

 

1.3 Description and Layout of Proposed Development 

 The works comprise construction of a new first floor on the existing building and a new perimeter canopy 
partly attached to the existing external walls. 

 

1.4 Scope of the Coal Mining Risk Assessment 

 The purpose of this Coal Mining Risk Assessment Report is to: 

 Present a desk-based review of all available information on the coal mining issues which are relevant to the 
application site; 

 Use that information to identify and assess the risks to the proposed development from coal mining legacy, 
including the cumulative impact of issues; 

 Set out appropriate mitigation measures to address the coal mining legacy issues affecting the site, including 
any necessary remedial works and/or demonstrate how coal mining issues have influenced the proposed 
development; and 

 Demonstrate to the Local Planning Authority that the application site is, or can be made, safe and stable to 
meet the requirements of national planning policy with regard to development on unstable land. 
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1.5 Sources of Information 

 The following sources of information have been obtained upon which the risk assessment of coal mining 
issues has been based.  Reports/extracts are appended where relevant.   

 Geological information obtained from the British Geological Survey including GeoIndex 
(http://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex), the 1:50,000 Series Solid and Drift Edition (Appendix B) and nearby 
borehole location records. 

 Geological Memoir, The Country Around Holmfirth and Glossop, Geological Survey of Great Britain, 1933. 

 An up-to-date Coal Mining Report (Appendix C) including information obtained from a visit to The Coal 
Authority’s Mining Records Office in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire.  

 

  

http://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex
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2 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 Examination of the published BGS data for the site and surrounding area shows that the site is not located 
on an area of artificial ground or mass movement deposits. Superficial deposits are also not present on the 
site.  

 The bedrock geology beneath the site comprises rocks of the Pennine Lower Coal Measures Formation 
which generally dips gently towards the east / northeast in this area.  The Pennine Lower Coal Measures 
Formation are described as: 

 ‘Interbedded grey mudstone, siltstone and pale grey sandstone, commonly with mudstones containing 
marine fossils in the lower part, and more numerous and thicker coal seams in the upper part.’ 

 The proposed development is located to the south of a fault but this does not cross the site. A coal seam 
crops out across or just to the south of the site, which the 1:50,000 map indicates is the Cumberworth Thin. 
The Cumberworth Thin is important in the area due to its valuable fireclay. The Whinmoor Coal is a short 
distance above the Cumberworth Thin and crops out to the south east of the site; this was often worked in 
conjunction with the fireclay. The thickness of the Cumberworth Thin is not indicated on the map, the Memoir 
indicates it is seldom more than 0.4m thick.  

 Below the Cumberworth Thin are the Penistone Flags containing a number of impersistent coal seams. At 
the type location reported in the Memoir, these are 7.6m, 16.9m and 23.6m bgl and are between 0.15m and 
0.23m thick.  

 There are several boreholes located close to the site although all are shallow, the deepest extending to only 
5m below ground level (bgl). They show variable site conditions which can be summarised as up to 2.4m of 
colliery waste overlying Made Ground (silty clay with coal fragments) in some locations overlying clay and 
mudstone. Groundwater was generally absent or present only as seepages.  

 A Coal Mining Report (Appendix C) commissioned for the site indicates the following: 

 No seams have been worked within the likely zone of physical influence on the surface; 

 Coal is in reserve within the likely zone of physical influence on the surface of the site, although no workings 
are currently planned; 

 The property is not situated within the boundary of a former opencast coal mining site; 

 The site is not situated within 200m of the boundary of a currently operating opencast coal mining site; 

 The property is not situated within 800m of the boundary of an opencast site for which a license to extract 
coal by opencast methods has been granted or a license to do so is currently being determined; 

 There is a record of a mine entry within 20m of the boundary of the property. The location as shown in 
Appendix C, is approximately 125m to the south, heading to the south east. This is therefore going into the 
hill to the south east probably to mine the Top Whinmoor or overlying seam, the Top Silkstone; 

 There are no tips or lagoons in the vicinity of the property; 

 There are possible ancient coal mining workings within the likely zone of physical influence on the surface of 
the site, for which no accurate plans or records exist; and 

 There is no evidence of coal mining related subsidence claims in relation to the property since 1994.  
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3 IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF SITE SPECIFIC COAL MINING RISKS 

 The table below summarises the potential risks associated with coal mining legacy for the proposed 
development site, identified from the sources listed above. 

Coal Mining Issue Yes No Risk Assessment 

Underground coal mining (recorded at shallow depths)   No 
Underground coal mining (probable at shallow depths)   Yes 
Mine entries (shafts and adits)   Yes 
Coal mining geology (faults)   No 
Record of past mine gas emissions   No 
Recorded coal mining surface hazard   No 

Surface mining (opencast workings)   No 

 

 The site is located in an area where underground coal mining has occurred and there could be ancient 
shallow workings in the coal beneath the site. However, a Coal Mining Report has indicated that no seams 
have been worked within the likely zone of physical influence on the surface. The geology map shows a coal 
seam cropping out across or just to the south of the site and this is concluded to be the Cumberworth Thin 
which was generally worked for the valuable fireclay beneath the coal.  This could be up to 0.4m thick. If 
ancient workings have worked this seam and using the rule of thumb that at least eight time the seam 
thickness is require to prevent crowning of any excavation at the surface, the Cumberworth Thin would need 
to be less than 3.2m bgl. There is potential for this at the site. 

 Below the Cumberworth Thin, coal seams are present in the Penistone Flags. Again, considering that the 
seams may have been worked by ancient workings, they would need to be at least 1.8m bgl to prevent 
crowning. These seams are much deeper than this so are unlikely to affect the site, if present. 

 A mine entry has been recorded 125m to the south of the site entering the hill towards the south east. This 
was probably to mine the Top Whinmoor and / or Top Silkstone which lie above the Cumberworth Thin and 
are not present beneath the site. The adit is not considered to extend beneath the site and is not close 
enough to the development to affect it.     

 The proposed development is for a new first floor on the existing building and a new perimeter canopy partly 
attached to the existing external walls. If new foundations were to be constructed, the risk of coal having 
been worked beneath the site would require further assessment, probably by sinking a number of boreholes. 
However, the existing building has been present for a considerable period and there are no signs that 
settlement of the building has occurred. This is considered a good indication that voids are not present in 
this area.  

 In the canopy area, coal seams if present will be very shallow and groundworks associated with the 
development are likely to expose these, enabling an assessment of their condition to be made.  

 Considering that underground shallow coal mining has not been recorded at shallow depths, mine entries 
have not been recorded close to the development, the building history and the nature of the development, 
the risk of shallow ancient mine working being present is considered low in the area of the building and will 
be exposed if located in the vicinity of the canopy.  Further assessment is therefore not considered 
necessary. 
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4 MITIGATION STRATEGY PROPOSED 

 Further investigation specifically aimed at investigated mining risks is not required due to the nature of the 
development.  However, during construction a watching brief should be maintained for unusual ground 
conditions which may indicate the present of ancient mine workings.  If identified, a competent Engineer 
should inspect the ground to assess the findings and determine if further works are required.  

 

5 THE COAL AUTHORITY PERMISSION 

 Prior written permission from The Coal Authority is required for any intrusive activities which will disturb or 
enter any coal seams, coal mine workings or coal mine entries (shafts and adits).  Further information on 
The Coal Authority’s permissions process can be found at:  

www.coal.gov.uk/services/permissions/index.cfm  

 This permission has not been requested at this stage. 

 

6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Review of available desk based information has identified that there could be ancient shallow workings in the 
coal beneath the site.  

 A mine entry is located 125m to the south of the proposed development but analysis indicates this was 
probably mining coal in the hillside to the south east of the site. 

 Further targeted investigation works are not deemed necessary as the risk of shallow ancient mine working 
being present is considered low in the area of the building and will be exposed if located in the vicinity of the 
canopy.   

 A watching brief should be maintained during groundworks for signs of past mining activities. If identified, a 
competent Engineer should inspect the ground to assess the findings and determine if further works are 
required. 

  

  

http://www.coal.gov.uk/services/permissions/index.cfm
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Outline of property boundary                   

       

Disused mine shaft                   
 
Disused adit          
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FEATURE REFERENCE PLAN FOR 
SEARCH NUMBER:351661 
 
DATE 06/10/16 NOT TO SCALE 

This plan shows the approximate position of the disused shaft or adit referred to in the attached Mining Search Report. 
Symbols used on this plan are not drawn to scale.   
Property owners have the benefit of the protection of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991* in the event of the 
occurrence of damage from disused coal mine workings including disused coal mine entries.  
Prior permission from the owner of a mine entry (usually the Coal Authority) must be sought before any physical 
investigation entering or disturbing it is undertaken.  
If you have any questions or queries regarding the content of this coal mining report please contact David Bellis 
Consulting Surveyors Ltd.  
The Coal Authority, regardless of responsibility and in conjunction with other public bodies, provide an emergency call 
out facility in coalfield areas to assess the public safety implications of mining features (including disused shafts and 
adits). The emergency telephone numbers at all times is (01623) 646333. 
 

* Note The Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991 does not apply where coal was worked or gotten by virtue of the grant of a gale in the Forest of Dean, or any 
other part of the Hundred of St. Briaviels in the county of Gloucester. 
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