
200 Lichfield Lane

Mansfield

Nottinghamshire

NG18 4RG

T: 01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 

E: planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk

W: www.gov.uk/coalauthority

For the attention of: Emma Thompson – Case Officer  

Kirklees Council 

[By email: DC.Admin@kirklees.gov.uk] 

22nd  January 2024 

Dear Ms Thompson 

Re: Planning Application 2023/62/91480/E  

Erection of semi-permanent multi-use structure; Whistlestop Valley, Park Mill Way, 

Clayton West, Huddersfield, HD8 9XJ – Re-consultation 

Thank you for your email of 15 January 2024 seeking the views of the Coal Authority on the 

above. 

As set out in our initial consultation response letter dated 16th June 2023, the application site 

falls within the defined Development High Risk Area; therefore within the application site 

and surrounding area there are coal mining features and hazards which need to be 

considered in relation to development proposals at the site. We objected to the application 

due to the lack of a desk-based Coal Mining Risk Assessment (CMRA) to identify and assess 

the risks posed to the proposed development by coal mining legacy. 

Your latest email advises that, the applicant’s agent has questioned whether a CMRA is 

necessary as “the proposed development will not require any excavations as the building will be 

erected in a hard core pad only and that it is basically a marquee framework.”  

In acknowledgment of the agents email, we note that a hard core pad will be required to 

facilitate the proposed development and the new buildings floor space will total 162 sq m. 

Given the size and scale of the proposed development and the requirement for a hard core 

pad foundation, in accordance with the agreed risk-based approach to development 



management in the defined Development High Risk Areas, the applicant should be informed 

that they need to submit a Coal Mining Risk Assessment Report to support this 

planning application.  This assessment should be prepared by a suitably qualified person.  

Without such a risk assessment, the Coal Authority does not consider that the LPA has 

sufficient information to determine this planning application. 

You will be aware that paragraph 189 of the NPPF requires planning decisions to ensure that 

‘a site is suitable for its proposed use taking account of ground conditions and any risks 

arising from land instability and contamination. This includes risks arising from natural 

hazards or former activities such as mining, and any proposals for mitigation including land 

remediation (as well as potential impacts on the natural environment arising from that 

remediation).’ 

National Planning Practice Guidance on Land Stability matters can be found at 

www.gov.uk/guidance/land-stability. This states that ‘Applicants should normally submit a 

coal mining assessment as part of their application in specific development High Risk Areas.’ 

Coal Authority guidance on CMRA requirements can be found at 

www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments. 

The Coal Authority would be very pleased to receive for further consultation and comment 

any additional information submitted by the applicant.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further. 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Woodcock | BSc (Hons), AssocRTPI

Assistant Planning and Development Manager

Disclaimer 

The above consultation response is provided by the Coal Authority as a statutory consultee 

and is based upon the latest available data and the electronic consultation records held by 

the Coal Authority since 1 April 2013. The comments made are also based on the information 

provided to the Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or information that has 

been published on the Council’s website for consultation purposed in relation to this specific 

planning application. The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject 

to review and amendment by the Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such 

as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the 

applicant for consultation purposes. 


