
 

 
 

Consultation Response from KC, 
Lead Local Flood Authority 
2023/91300 Newsome Mills, Hart Street, Newsome, Huddersfield, HD4 6JF 
Redevelopment, consisting of the alteration, extension, and part demolition of Grade II listed 
Newsome Mills complex to host 45 apartments and erection of 33 dwellings, with associated 
works (Listed Building) 
Date Responded: 10th July 2023 
Responding Officer: Paul Farndale 
Responding Ref: 



 

 
 

 
Summary 
 
Kirklees Flood Management & Drainage OBJECTS to this application until FURTHER 
INFORMATION can be provided. We draw the planning officer’s attention to our concerns over 
adequate maintenance to the surface water infrastructure which they are obligated to ensure 
for the lifetime of the site. 
 
 
Detailed Response 
 
The LLFA agrees with many of the findings of the submitted FRA that has considered our pre-
application advice with Joseph Smith Triangle Architects 2023/20121. 
 
We have no specific concerns about flood risk to the site from the surrounding area. 
 
We have ruled out the use of infiltration techniques due to the amount of made ground (contaminated) 
and the steep slope to the boundary of the site where garages at the foot of the hill have experienced 
minor flood incidents in the past. 
 
There is no available watercourse to connect to. 
 
We would therefore not object to a connection to combined sewer. However, as described in our pre-
application advice, Yorkshire Water may wish to restrict flows as low as 3l/s because the mill buildings 
were destroyed, and the site cleared, some years previously. Effectively any existing connection has 
‘lost its place in the system’. We understand from Yorkshire Water’s earlier response that a 3.5l/s 
connection would be accepted. The promoted drainage attenuation needs to be re-examined. 
 
We note the promotion of permeable paving. This should not be used to soakaway surface water due 
to the reasons given above. The use of permeable paving as storage is unsuitable for a housing estate 
as it cannot be effectively managed. There are issues with lining and the interface with other sections, 
issues with services including other sewers passing through the subbase, the risk of back up from the 
connection to combined sewer and future risk from disturbance from new or repair/renewal to other 
services. 
 
We advise against the use of crate storage on residential sites as they cannot be inspected or cleaned 
like other attenuation systems. These systems have a limited lifespan and manufacturers do not give 
guarantees although we would consider the findings of independent testing such as a BBA certificate. 
However, we understand that Yorkshire Water do now review adoption of said systems on a site-by-
site basis. Issues over connection to a combined sewer and being unable to adequately cleanse 
systems that surcharge and back up is a major concern. 
 
For information only. If a connection to a surface water system was available, we would be willing to 
relax this advice only if Yorkshire Water as an adoption authority gives technical approval to a specific 
product on this site as part of a section 104 application. We would however need to fully understand 
the interface with the swales and other parts of the site as a caveat to the above statement. Such 
systems cannot be placed under the adoptable highway. 
 
Treatment is not necessary when a connection to combined sewer is promoted. We do not object to 
the use of swales as a basin for exceedance events above the 1 in 30 year critical storm event with a 
45% allowance for climate change, whilst containing volumes for the equivalent 1 in 100-year event. 
This must be clearly demonstrated, including the interface between attenuation and swale in both 
directions. 



 

 
 

 
We would expect a maintenance and management itinerary and schedule to be developed for any 
attenuation system and flow control based on a risk assessment and overseen by the Principal 
Designer under CDM Regulations 2015. This includes safe access to and into such systems and a 
method statement consisting of the itinerary and schedule. 
 
Attenuation with a span greater than 900mm will be regarded as a structure. Should the applicant wish 
for roads to be adopted on site, early dialogue with our structures department is required. Please 
contact Farhad Khatibi on 01484 221000. 
 
A construction phase drainage plan to prevent negative effects of increased run off post site strip can 
be conditioned. 
 
A section 106 agreement to set up a management company to maintain an agreed surface water 
drainage design is required as with all major applications within Kirklees. 

 


