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Infroduction

The planning application proposes to change the use of the ground
floor of this pub (Sui Generis- drinking establishment) to a community
centre with a small prayer room (F1). The facility will be open to local
residents for their five daily prayers. The upper floor will be retained as

a dwelling.

The application has been made by the Friends of Upper Soothill, a
local community group that has been trying, for a number of years, to
purchase a property to meet the social and religious needs of the
local Muslim community residing in the area. The site, located within
walking distance from the catchment area of Upper Soothill and
providing adequate parking provisions, has been identified as ideal

by the group to meet their requirements.

The report will indicate that the proposed scheme is acceptable in
principle, complies with all relevant local and national planning
policy guidelines, and will not harm neighbouring residential amenity,

highway safety, or visual amenity.

Proposal

The proposal is to convert the ground floor of an unused pub intfo a F1
community centre, which will include a prayer room. The centre will
be open from 11am to 7:30pm and will serve as a gathering place for

the local Muslim community to socialise. The prayer room will have
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capacity for approximately 19 worshipers and will be available for
daily and night-time prayers. The upper floor of the building will

remain as a dwelling.

Parking spaces for up to 15 vehicles, with two designated for the
upper floor dwelling will be available. The car park can be accessed

from Soothill Lane.
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Community Need

As the Muslim community in Batley grows, younger members are
moving away from traditional neighbourhoods like Mount Pleasant,
Batley-Carr, Taylor Street, and lower Soothill. They are now settling in
areas like Upper Soothill, which has a small but increasing Muslim

population.

Currently, the Muslims of Upper Soothill must travel by car to
established mosques and education centres in other parts of Batley
to meet their religious needs. This causes strain on local roads and

results in on-street parking and traffic issues.

The proposed site offers a great opportunity for the Muslim
community of Upper Soothill to fulfil their social and religious needs
while being within walking distance from their homes. This will reduce
the need for community members to travel elsewhere in Batley,

reducing parking and traffic demands in affected areas.

Site and Surroundings

The application site consists of a vacant public house with one
residential flat at the first floor level, which is also vacant. The site is
located at the junction where Soothill Lane intersects with Leeds
Road. The two-storey building on the site is built of stone and tile and
features a lean-to rendered extension with an integral garage. The

car park is located to the rear of the site and can be accessed from



both Soothill Lane and Leeds Road. Residential dwellings are located
immediately to the west and northwest of the site, while to the north is

a post office.

5.0 Principle of the Change of Use

5.1  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires local

authorities  to plan positively for social, recreational, and cultural facilities

to improve the health and wellbeing of communities.

5.2 The proposed community centre, which will include prayer facilities,

will fulfil the aims of the NPPF by providing a place for the local Muslim
community to gather, hold meetings, pray and socialise. This will
improve social interaction and conftribute to a healthy and inclusive
community.

5.3  The Kirklees Local Plan policy LP48 sets criteria for assessing
community facilities such as the one proposed. An excerpt of the policy is

given below.

Policy LP48

Community facilities and services

vided in accessible locations where they can minimise the need to
ible by walking, cycling and public transport. This will normally be

integral part of a development, they should wherever
uildings.

Propos: olve the I lued comm: cilities such as shops, public houses and
other facilities of value to the local community will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated
that:

a  therei ility and all options including the scope for alterative community
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The policy states that community facilities will normally be located
within highly accessible areas, such as fown, district, or local centres.
However, the site in question is not within the local town centre. The
policy's use of the word "normally" implies that community facilities
can be located outside established commercial centres, if the site is
accessible by walking, cycling, or public transportation and minimises

fravel.

The proposed community facility is considered to be in a highly
accessible location, served by good road and pedestrian links. The
site is near Leeds Road and Soofthill Lane, which are well-connected
by public transportation and suitable for cycling. Furthermore, the
proposed facility will be at the heart of the community it is intended
to serve and easily accessible by foot or bike. Provision will also be
made for safe cycle parking and storage to encourage cycling to

the site.

At present, members of the community have to travel, mainly by car,
to established mosques and education centres in Batley to meet their
religious needs. The proposal would reduce the need for travel and

minimise traffic and parking issues in these areas, thereby complying
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with Policy LP48's requirement for community facilities to minimise the

need to travel.

It is noted that the proposal will result in the loss of a pub that holds
value for the local community, but it will be replaced with another
community use of equal value. Therefore, the proposal would not
conflict with fourth paragraph of Policy LP48. It should also be noted
that the site has been vacant since 2020 and attempts to secure a

tenants have been unsuccessful.

Impact upon Local Residence

Both local and national planning policies require that developments
take info account their potential impact on the amenity of
neighbouring properties, especially residential properties. The
proposal to change the use of the application site is considered to be
primarily concerned with the potential impact on neighbouring

dwellings in terms of noise disturbance.

The context of the site is such, that local residents would be
accustomed to a certain level of noise from business activities and
traffic from the busy Leeds Road. When weighing the impact of the
proposed use, consideration must be given to the existing
commercial use of the site as a pub, which operates without
restrictions on hours. The existing use would generate higher levels of
noise and comings and goings, particularly at night, compared to the

proposed use.
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It is believed that the community centre and prayer facility will not
generate unreasonable levels of noise. During most of the day, the
community centre is expected to attract only a small number of
visitors who may want to socialise. At prayer tfimes, the site may be
busier with groups of 10 to 19 worshipers present on good days.
During these times, congregational prayers will be conducted quietly,
lasting around 15 minutes, and noise from the site will be minimal. The

noise generated will mainly come from people walking to the site.

It is noted that there will be no sound amplifiers used outside the
building, including for the call to prayer, further reducing any noise
concerns. The applicant is willing to have this requirement included as

part of a condition.

Overall, it is considered that the proposed use will not cause any
additional noise or disturbance compared to the current use of the
site as a pub or the other commercial uses in the area. Therefore, it is
not expected that there will be any negative impact on residential

amenity.

Impact on Highway Safety

The proposal will provide community centre with prayer facilities
mosque for the local Muslim community in the Upper Soothill area.
The majority of users are expected to walk, as they live close to the

site. Occasional off-street parking demands will be met by 15 spaces
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within the existing car park, with two reserved for the residents of the

upper-floor flat.

When considering the traffic and parking issues, adequate weight
should be applied to the parking demands and tfraffic the existing use
would generate compared to the proposed use. It is considered that
the parking demands the proposed use would generate would be far

less, or at least comparable to the current lawful use of the site.

It is considered that the numbers of parking spaces proposed are
more than adequate to meet the parking needs of the proposed
community centre and prayer room, and the parking numbers

accord with the Council’s parking standards.

In line with Policies LP21 and LP22 of the Kirklees Local Plan, the site will
be made acceptable to all uses with the intention to provide a
disabled parking bay, and level access provided throughout the site.

Furthermore, cycle parking facilities have also been proposed.

Impact on Visual Amenity

The proposed scheme is not expected to raise significant visual

amenity concerns as no external alterations to the application unit

are proposed.
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Conclusion

This report demonstrates that the proposed change of use is in line
with local and national planning policy guidelines and is considered
less intense than the existing use of the site (a public house). As a
result, it is not expected to harm neighbouring residential amenity
through noise. Sufficient parking is available on site to meet the needs
of the proposed use and no parking or highway safety concerns are
anficipated. It is recommended that the Council view the application

favourably and aim for a positive outcome.



