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Assessment

A bat survey report has been submitted with the application, which is welcomed. The report provides a
comprehensive assessment of the site, with all surveys and reporting in line with current best practice
guidance (Collins, 2016). The report concludes that bats currently roost in Buildings 5 and 7 at the site.
There is no evidence of bats roosting in any of the other buildings at the site and all other buildings at
the site are assessed as having low or negligible bat roost potential.

In order to avoid damage or destruction of bat roosts and disturbance of bats, no works will take place
to Buildings 5 or 7 until an EPSM licence has been obtained from Natural England and suitable
mitigation measures have been employed as per the EPSM licence conditions.

The bat method statement submitted as part of the application provides sufficient information to
ensure that roosting bats will be protected throughout the development. An EPSM licence is required
to allow an activity to occur that would otherwise be classed as unlawful i.e. damage/destruction
and/or disturbance of a bat roost or obstructing access to a bat roost. Natural England can issue bat
EPSM licences for the purpose of development upon application and presentation of evidence-based
mitigation.

However, in order to ensure that appropriate mitigation measures are in place prior to approval, the
applicant will need to provide additional detail on mitigation proposals, including location of proposed
roost features and areas where lighting is prohibited. Once this information is provided KC Ecology
should be re-consulted and appropriate conditions can be suggested.
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