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2022/93082 adj, 10, Trinity Street, Huddersfield, HD1 4DA

Advertisement consent for two digital 75 inch LCD display screens.

Date Responded:09/01/23

Responding Officer: CNB

Responding Ref: K5-7NW/1

This application is for Advertisement Consent for two digital display screens within a BT street hub on
the footway adjacent to Trinity Street, a 30mph two-way dual carriageway town centre access road of
approximately 16m width with footways on both sides and street lighting present. Approximately 25m
to the west of the site is the complex signalised junction between Trinity Street/A62/A640 with
pedestrian crossing facilities.

The site is located along a desire line between the town centre and bus station to Greenhead College
and commuter parking around Greenhead Park and as such the expected level of pedestrian traffic will
be greater than usually expected for a standard footway.

The site is also within the planning process as application No 22/93087 for the removal of a BT phone
box and replacement with the hub, although there is not currently a telephone box in this location.

The proposals may impact on the highway in four ways, as an obstruction to the safe and free flow of

pedestrian movements along the footway, as a distraction to drivers using the highway, an obstruction
to the safe visibility splay at a junction or access or by the obstruction or obfuscation of a traffic signal
or sign which may lead to an increase in the probability of a collision.

Obstruction to pedestrian movement

The guidance for footway widths is taken from the DfT document “Inclusive Mobility — A Guide to
best Practice” dated December 2021 and this suggests that the width for a footway to allow two
wheelchair users to pass would be 2m with an absolute minimum of 1.5m, however a lower width of
1m can be used providing that the narrowing is no longer than 6m in length. However, in the case of
higher-than-average pedestrian flows, such as those found in town centres and along certain desire
lines, or areas adjacent to shops and services where browsing or waiting may occur, then wider footway
distances may be required. The hubs are approximately 1.2m wide, but when being used for charging or
call access the addition of a user may increase the obstruction width closer to 2m.

In this case the footway is approximately 3.4m wide at the site location and so the remaining footway
width after installation would be approximately 1.4m. There is a narrow forecourt adjacent to the
buildings, but this is not highway land and so cannot be counted as footway and may be used by the
shops at some future date.

As the location of the application site is within the Huddersfield Town Centre area, we would also
recommend that you consult with the Major Projects team to see if the development would prejudice
any proposals put forward as part of the redevelopment of the town centre as part of the Huddersfield
Blueprint scheme.

Distraction to drivers

By their very nature all advertising signs are a distraction to drivers, however the severity of the
distraction, the number of drivers that can be distracted and the location of the site can impact on the
level of severity of the outcome of any distractions. In this case the location of the Hub is on 3 lane
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wide approach to a very busy signalised junction and because of this there is a high possibility of driver
distraction occurring.

Obstruction of safe Visibility Splays

The site is not located within or adjacent to a junction or vehicular access visibility splay, however the
site will obstruct advanced visibility between users of the pedestrian crossing across A62 and the left
turning lane on Trinity Street that turns across the pedestrian crossing. This may result in pedestrians
unwilling to wait for the signals to be in their favour not being able to adequately judge the approach of
left turning vehicles, which may lead to a road safety concern.

Obstruction or obfuscation of a traffic signal or sign

The proposal site is either adjacent to or on the approach to a signalised junction or pedestrian crossing
facilities and we consider that it would obscure or hinder the ready interpretation of the traffic signals,
and this would be a highway safety concern.

In this case the proposals would block the view of the primary and duplicate primary signal heads and
left turn filter arrow for vehicles approaching the junction from the east (town centre). This would be a
highway safety concern.

Display image cycle time calculation

This is done with consideration to the approach distance to the sign where the advertisement or light
from the advertisement may be seen by the driver of a moving vehicle and the posted road speed on the
approach to the advertisement. This is to ensure that there are not multiple changes to the display
visible to an approaching driver as this will increase the level of distraction that will be expected.

With this site the approach distance has been measured at 75m and so the minimum cycle time to be
used in the following conditions would be the minimum 10 seconds.

With this we consider the application to be not acceptable on highways grounds due to several highway
safety concerns and so we object to the proposals on highway safety grounds.
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