
I would like to submit the following comments and information as part of the Save Scholes Green 

Belt (SOSGB) residents group’s objections to planning application 2022/62/92406/W 

I, along with all members of SOSGB, do not support building on the Old Quarry (Chippings site) or 
any green belt site under any circumstances, whether for affordable houses or not, particularly when 
there are true brownfield sites available in the area (see below - Brownfield sites in Holmfirth). We 
fully believe that, in light of the current climate emergency we should be conserving as much green 
belt as we can! Green belt land like the Old Quarry (Chippings site) should be cleaned up and 
redeveloped as a true 'green space', such as a nature/wild flower area, which will not only help the 
environment but be a space that the local community can use and enjoy. 
 
In regards to the affordability of brownfield sites, we understand that EcoHolmes is a Charity Land 
Trust and they rely on free and/or cheap land, and that brownfield sites often come with a high price 
tag which they can’t afford. But that should not give them the green light to build on the Old Quarry 
(Chippings site) which is designated green belt land!!!  There are brownfield sites* and empty 
properties dotted around the Holme Valley where EcoHolmes and other developers could and 
should be encouraged to provide the much-needed affordable homes, before permission is granted 
for building on green belt land (*see Brownfield Sites details below). If EcoHolmes can’t afford the 
land alone, Kirklees Council should be working collaboratively with EcoHolmes and larger developers 
to ensure that brownfield land that is available is developed to provide the necessary affordable 
housing for the Holme Valley. 
 
EcoHolmes have stated on their website their reasons for wanting to build on this piece of green belt 
land, despite being an ‘eco organisations’.   

 
 
 
Yet in their latest AGM they have stated that their next steps are to look for ‘smaller, viable 
brownfield sites in the valley bottom or retrofit existing properties where available’. We believe they 
should be exploring the brownfield/retrofit options NOW, before even considering building on this 
piece of green belt land! 
 

 
 

*Image of slide taken from the most recent 

AGM notes on EcoHolmes website 

https://ecoholmes.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2022/05/EcoHolmes-CLT-

AGM-slides-FINAL-HANDOUTS-2022-04-28a.pdf 

*Image of question/answer taken from the Chippings FAQs on EcoHolmes website https://ecoholmes.org.uk/1895-2/ 

 

https://ecoholmes.org.uk/1895-2/


In addition to the above, the HOLME VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN has now been 

adopted and forms part of the development plan alongside the Kirklees Local Plan. However, 

approval of the proposed development would be in conflict with the objectives of the NDP with 

regard to policies 10 and 13 in particular, and also the results of both community and public 

consultation and engagement (NDP refs 4.1.24 and 4.5.8) citing ‘residents gave a clear message that 

to support the preservation of the landscape, brownfield sites should be developed rather than 

greenfield’, and, ‘specific areas are often cited such as Scholes…… no more housing in these areas, 

the roads, services, schools etc can’t handle the influx of new residents……Green belt to be 

preserved’.  

Please see below extracts from both the Holme Valley NDP and Kirklees Local Plan that support our 

objections to building on green belt land.  

 

 

 



 

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/planning-policy/pdf/local-plan-strategy-and-policies.pdf 

 

 

 

 

EcoHolmes proposed development is for TEN dwellings! 



Proving the need for affordable housing 

We are aware that EcoHolmes have to prove a ‘need for affordable housing in Scholes’ in order to 

obtain the ‘rural exception’ for building on green belt land. 

We understand that the housing surveys carried out by EcoHolmes covered the whole of the Holme 

Valley, and their results focussed on an area wider than Scholes village, so we believe these results 

should not be used to ‘prove the need for affordable housing in Scholes’. We also have little 

confidence in EcoHolmes proposals for ensuring these houses will only be available for people with 

local connections to Scholes, such as family or work (there are next to none jobs available in Scholes) 

and we believe these houses will NOT remain for ‘local people only in perpetuity!’ 

We are also aware that a housing development is planned for a large brownfield site in Jackson 

Bridge/Hepworth, which is very close to Scholes, and we believe that this site would be much more 

suitable to provide the required affordable housing to meet the needs identified by the EcoHolmes 

surveys. We would urge Kirklees Council to get behind this and push for the developers of the site to 

provide the necessary affordable housing on this brownfield site and save the Old Quarry (chippings) 

green field site in Scholes. 

*Brownfield Sites in Holmfirth 

 

 

 

 


