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For the Attention of: Jennifer Booth – Case Officer 
Kirklees Council 
 
[By Email: DC.Admin@kirklees.gov.uk]  
 
07th July 2022 
  
Dear Mr Booth 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION: 2022/62/92094/E 
 
Demolition of public house and erection of education centre and prayer room; 
Nelson Inn, 145 Slaithwaite Road, Thornhill Lees, Dewsbury, WF12 9DW 
 
Thank you for your consultation notification of 27 June 2022 seeking the views of The 
Coal Authority on the above planning application. 
 
The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department 
of Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy.  As a statutory consultee, The Coal Authority 
has a duty to respond to planning applications and development plans in order to 
protect the public and the environment in mining areas. 
 
The Coal Authority Response: Material Consideration 
 
I have reviewed the site location plans and the proposals and supporting information 
submitted and available to view on the LPA website and can confirm that the site falls 
within the defined Development High Risk Area.  
 
The Coal Authority records indicate that a coal outcrop runs through the site and this 
may have been subject to unrecorded workings at shallow depth.  If workings are 
present within the outcrop these may pose a potential risk to surface stability and 
public safety.   
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As you will be aware, the Coal Authority’s general approach in cases where 
development is proposed within the Development High Risk Area is to recommend 
that the applicant obtains coal mining information for the application site and submits 
a Coal Mining Risk Assessment to support the planning application. 
 
However, when considering the nature of this particular development proposal, it 
would appear that demolition of the existing public house and erection of a 
replacement building as an education centre and prayer room will not require 
excavations or digging, and proposes no new foundations or concreting. We also note 
from the existing and proposed floor plans that the original footprint of the building is 
unchanged. On this basis we do not consider that requiring a Coal Mining Risk 
Assessment would be proportionate to the nature of the development proposed in 
this particular case and do not object to this planning application.   
 
We acknowledge the reasons for this application are related to structural damage to 
the original building, resulting in the proposal to demolish and replace the building. 
We therefore consider it prudent for the LPA to confirm with the applicant that the 
original foundations have not been affected by ground instability.  
 
The Coal Authority does recommend that, should planning permission be granted for 
this proposal, the following wording is included as an Informative Note on any 
planning permission granted: 
 
The proposed development lies within an area that has been defined by the Coal 
Authority as containing potential hazards arising from former coal mining activity.  
These hazards can include: mine entries (shafts and adits); shallow coal workings; 
geological features (fissures and break lines); mine gas and previous surface mining 
sites.  Although such hazards are seldom readily visible, they can often be present 
and problems can occur in the future, particularly as a result of development taking 
place. 
 
It is recommended that information outlining how the former mining activities 
affect the proposed development, along with any mitigation measures required (for 
example the need for gas protection measures within the foundations), be 
submitted alongside any subsequent application for Building Regulations approval 
(if relevant).    
 
Any intrusive activities which disturb or enter any coal seams, coal mine workings or 
coal mine entries (shafts and adits) requires a Coal Authority Permit.  Such activities 
could include site investigation boreholes, digging of foundations, piling activities, 
other ground works and any subsequent treatment of coal mine workings and coal 






