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 18 September 2020
Dear Mr Grayson, 
 
Re: Planning applications  and 2020/60/92350/E at Chidswell 
 
I am writing to object both this planning applications  and 2020/60/92350/E, the 
approval of either application would be a disaster. 
 
I base my objection on the following grounds: 
 

- Impact on current residents, infrastructure and agriculture; 
- Concerning responses from key bodies including Highways England, the Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust and the Coal Authority; 
- Historical precedent; 
- Alternative sites; and 
- The timing of the consultation 
-  

The addition of over 1500 new homes, in the event of both applications being approved, would place 
an enormous strain on existing residents. The level of noise and air pollution generated in the 
construction phase, and the routine pollution from additional vehicles post-construction, pose a 
worrying risk to public health, especially to those with respiratory diseases. This is in stark contrast to 
the area’s present position as a ‘green lung’. 
 
The residents would not only be deprived of air quality but also of recreational space for sport and 
exercise, of the beauty of area’s ancient woodlands and of the enjoyment of the working farm on the 
plot. This marks a serious reduction in the quality of life for current residents. 
 
Current infrastructure is inadequate to support such a large development. Public service infrastructure 
such as General Practitioner’s surgeries, dental surgeries and schools face being overwhelmed by an 
influx of new residents. The area’s physical structure would not be able sustain thousands of extra 
cars on the roads, indeed, many residents feel that present provision is already lacking with regular 
congestion at peak hours. There has been insufficient allocation of highways infrastructure and 
transport provision from the Council. Highways England in their responses to both consultations 
(2020/60/92331/E and 2020/60/92350/E) have recommended that planning permissions not be 
granted at this time.  
 
The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) has also issued a thorough and damning report on both planning 
applications. The potential impact on Local Wildlife Sites and the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network 
were described as ‘significant’, alongside negative impacts on breeding farmland bird species. WYT 
criticises the application of metrics in the supporting documents to the application, and they query 
some of the methodology deployed in the preparation of the supporting surveys. The loss of habitats 
does not just deprive local residents of vibrant local wildlife but also represents a loss to district and 






