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N O T I C E 

 
P e r m i s s i o n   t o   c o p y 
 

 

This report, commissioned by Ms Laura Simpson on behalf of Planned Contracts 

(‘The Client’), was prepared by ADK Environmental Management Limited solely for 

the use by (‘The Client’).  This report is not addressed to and may not be relied upon 

by any person or entity other than (‘The Client’) for any purpose without the prior 

written permission of ADK Environmental Management Limited and (‘The Client’). 

 

ADK Environmental Management Limited, its directors, employees and affiliated 

companies (including 3rd party sole traders and independent specialist sub-

consultants) accept no liability for reliance upon or use of this report (whether or not 

permitted) other than by (‘The Client’) for the purpose(s) for which it was originally 

commissioned and prepared. 

 

In producing this report, ADK Environmental Management Limited has relied upon 

information provided by others. The completeness or accuracy of this 

information/data cannot and is not guaranteed by ADK Environmental Management 

Limited. 

 

Whilst every endeavour is made to meet the client’s brief, no site survey and 

investigation can ensure complete assessment, prediction or interpretation of the 

natural environment. 

 

Further to the above statement, no part of this report may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the author(s) and/or the client. 

 

All photographs are authors own and therefore copyright and consequently may not 

be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the author 

and Directors of ADK Environmental Management Limited. 
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EXCUTIVE SUMMARY 

ADK Environmental Management Ltd has been commissioned by ‘The Client’ to 

carry out a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA), formerly referred to as an 

‘Extended’ Phase 1 Habitat Survey, at land situated off South View Road, East 

Bierley, Birkenshaw, Bradford, BD4 6PH, in order to satisfy the Local Planning 

Authority (LPA) in respect of a proposed Planning Application.  

 

The survey site consists of a triangular plot of land of approximately 0.8 acres of 

improved grassland with bounded by a traditionally built stone wall approximately 4 ft 

(1m 20cm) in height. 

 

A site walk-over survey was carried out on Saturday 8th February 2020 by the author 

accompanied by an experienced field worker. 

 

The walk-over survey produced no evidence of any mammal, nesting birds, reptile or 

invertebrate presence of any European Protected Species (EPS) or any alien non-

native invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica). Additional 

desk top data from West Yorkshire Joint Services (WYJS) - Ecology Division, the 

Local Biological Records Centre serving the Bradford area, was also requested to 

check EPS activity and habitats within a radius of 500 metres of the site mid-point. 

 

It is considered that the proposed development of the survey site by the client 

would have no deleterious impact on any European Protected Species (EPS) or 

their habitat, either currently, or in the future of any surrounding statutory or 

non-statutory sites.  
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

 
Reason for the study 
 
ADK Environmental Management Ltd has been commissioned by ‘The Client’ to 

carry out a site survey by way of a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA), (formerly 

known as an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, required by the Local Planning 

Authority in support of a potential Planning Application to be submitted by the client. 

 

Aims of the Survey  

 

The aims and objectives of the survey, and therefore this report, are to: 

• undertake a site walkover survey of the site  

• obtain additional desk top data from ‘WYJS’ 

• report the findings of the site walkover relative to the current ecological value 

of the site. 

• to determine the potential of any protected species and/or habitats on the site; 

• document the methodologies and findings of the surveys; 

• inform   the   development proposals of the ecological significance of the site 

and highlight any ecological constraints to development.  

• make recommendations considered appropriate, together with any 

precautionary measures to be undertaken prior to the commencement of any 

development works taking place. 

• Identify opportunities for ecological enhancement. 
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PART 2: INFORMATION  

 

 

Qualifications of Author, Andrew King (Principal Ecologist) 
 
 
Andrew King obtained a BSc (Hons) Environmental Management in June 2003 and 

has been employed as the full time Principal Ecologist and Managing Director of ADK 

Environmental Management Ltd. for the past fifteen years. He is a full member of The 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (MCIEEM) and an 

associate member of the Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment 

(AIEMA). In addition, he is a full member of the Royal Society of Biology (MRSB) and 

is a qualified ECoW as a full member of the Association of Environmental & 

Ecological Clerk of Works (MEECW).  

 

He is a full Member of the Institute of Clerks of Works and Construction Inspectorate 

GB (Environmental) (MICWCI). In addition to his ecological qualifications, he is a 

Fellow of the Institute of Leadership and Management (FInstLM), a Fellow of the 

Chartered Management Institute (FCMI) and a Graduate Member of the City & Guilds 

Institution of London (GCGI). He is also a full member of the Royal Entomological 

Society Mem.R.E.S. He is an experienced and well qualified ecologist having 

undertaken numerous Preliminary Ecological Appraisals (PEA’s), (formerly known as 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Surveys), including species specific surveys for European 

Protected Species (EPS). He is registered to use Class Licence CL08 (Great Crested 

Newt Survey Level 2). 

 

As a member of these professional institutions he is obliged to follow strict Codes of 

Practice and demonstrate a standard of knowledge and experience monitored 

annually through peer review and documentary confirmation of Continuing 

Professional Development (CPD). 
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_________________________________________________________________  

 

PART 3: SITE LOCATION & DESCRIPTION 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

The survey site is a parcel of triangular shaped land of approximately 0.8 acres 

situated off South View Road adjacent to Bierley Marsh, East Bierley, Bradford, BD4 

6PH. The area is semi-rural in character lying approximately 2.3 miles (3.7 km) 

southwest of Bradford centre. The (British National) Grid Reference for the survey 

site mid-point is located at SE 198(8) 291(5). 

 

Access to the site off South View Road is via an ‘unadopted’ road and a galvanised 

metal gate. The site is bounded on all sides by a traditionally built stone wall 

approximately 4ft. (1m 20cm) in height. Internally, the site supports improved 

grassland.  
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PART 4: SURVEY METHODOLOGIES 

 

  

 
The site was surveyed by the author assisted by one field worker on the 8th February 

2020 by undertaking a walk-over survey broadly in accordance with the JNCC 

methodology (2010) and CIEEM ‘Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal’ 

(2017), in order to produce a survey report. Target notes (if applicable) together with 

supplementary information for identifying the potential for protected or notable 

species or habitats are also given where appropriate. Weather was fine and dry with 

a daytime temperature of 8 deg. C. Conditions were optimal for survey work with 

25% cloud cover. 

The desk-based assessment focused on the proposed development area (and those 

immediately adjacent areas that may potentially, either directly or indirectly, be 

affected by the consequence of the proposed development) and its broader 

ecological context. 

 
‘WYJS’ was requested to undertake a ‘Baseline Search’ and supply any and all 

relevant data pertinent to the site within a 2km ‘buffer zone’ of the survey site mid-

point. 

 
The value of the site for protected flora and fauna and their habitats (actual or 

potential) was assessed together with a search for any notable invasive none-native 

plant species such as Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica), Himalayan Balsam 

(Impatiens glandulifera) and Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) listed in 

Schedule 9 (Section 14) of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

 

Whilst this PEA Survey does not constitute a full protected species-specific survey it 

will enable experienced ecologists to obtain an understanding of the site such that it 

is possible to confirm the conservation significance of the site and assess the 

potential for impacts on habitats/species likely to represent a material consideration 

in planning terms. 
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The purpose of the PEA field walkover survey of the land, was to carry out an 

assessment survey of the site, noting and recording any and all ecological features 

and habitats of importance relating to the actual or potential presence of European 

Protected Species (EPS) and their habitat and any (ecological) impacts the potential 

development may have. 
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PART 5: SURVEY RESULTS 

 

 

Site walkover (Preliminary Ecological Appraisal) 

 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal field walkover was conducted on the 8th 

February 2020, by the author assisted by one experienced field worker. It was a dry 

morning with a temperature of 8°C. sunny and 25% cloud cover providing optimum 

conditions for carrying out survey work. Access to the site was via an unadopted road 

off South View Road and a galvanised metal gate. The 100 metre (British National) 

Grid Reference for the site mid-point is SE 198(8) 291(5). 

  

The site walkover of this triangular shaped survey site plot consisted of a systematic 

walk over of the delineated site survey area of approximately 0.8 acres by a qualified 

and experienced ecologist, designed to determine the overall characteristics of the 

site and its potential value for all habitats and for the presence (actual or potential) of 

any EPS (European Protected Species). 

 

The entire site was bounded by a traditionally built stone wall approximate 4ft. (1m 

20cm) in height. The central areas of the site consisted of improved grassland with 

areas of the remains of bramble. Whilst it was early in the growing season there was 

evidence of plant early growth including ragwort, plantain, ivy, thistle, and dock.   

 

Other wild plants noted in and around the improved grassland area consisted mainly 

of nettle, dandelion and various grasses. Holly, Laurel and Conifers were noted 

within the site boundary. 

 

There were no built structures on site and no incidental observations of any birds, 

mammals, amphibians or reptiles. No incidental field sign observations were 

recorded in respect of invasive alien species such as Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia 

japonica). There were no bodies of water, ditches, drains or streams within the 

survey site.  
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Assessment of Desk Top Data 

 

Reference to Google Earth and Magic indicated no topographical features of 

importance within a 500m radius of the survey site mid-point.  

 

Assessment of Desk Top Data (‘WYJS’) 2km (site mid-point) Buffer-Zone 

 

The desk-top data supplied by ‘WYJS’ highlighted the following; 

 

67 Total number of records were returned for the 2km buffer zone. The breakdown is 

as follows: 

 

BIRDS    17 (nearest record to centroid 192 m away) 

FLOWERING PLANTS  16 (nearest record to centroid 442 m away) 

INSECT    3 (nearest record to centroid 540 m away) 

MAMMAL   31 (30 bats) 

(nearest record to centroid 134m away) 

 

 

 

 

3 Non-Statutory sites (Local Wildlife Sites - LWS) were noted, namely: 

 

• Cockleshaw Wood LWS (Approx. 2km away to the South West) 

• Park Wood LWS (Approx. 2km away to the North East) 

• Tong Moor LWS/LNR (Approx. 1km away to the South West) 
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PART 6: EVALUATION & CONCLUSION 

 

 
The survey used standard, ‘best-practice’ methods and techniques in respect of 

conducting surveys for protected species and their habitat, together with a list of 

recommendations for any future or additional surveys to be conducted prior to any 

final evaluation or conclusion on the site’s importance, or any future mitigation in 

respect of protected species. 

 

The survey broadly followed the JNCC and CIEEM methodologies. Incidental 

observations of protected and/or Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species and 

the potential for such species to occur on site (and in the surrounding landscape 

where relevant) were also noted where relevant. There were no survey constraints. 

 

In the event that no existing ecology or statutory & non-statutory sites are to be 

affected, the proposed development by the client would have no deleterious impact 

on the existing ecology of the site or on any conservation population status of any 

protected species. 

 

Overall, having regard to the distances away of the three LWS, and the distances of 

the species records from the sites’ centroid, it is considered that there would be no 

deleterious impact on any LWS or any European Protected Species (EPS) or their 

habitat, either currently, or in the future.  
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PART 7: RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

 

“Consideration for further enhancing the ecology of the site however would enhance, 

enrich and increase the biodiversity ‘net gain’ and habitat of the site in line with the 

governments’ vision of promoting sustainable development, conserving, enhancing 

and restoring the diversity of England’s wildlife and geology and contributing to rural 

renewal and urban renaissance (ODPM).” 

 

The emphasis of the design would be based on the use of native species of 

plants and trees, or those known to be of wildlife value. This would create new 

habitat for the bird, insect and mammal population and also soften any visual 

impact.  

 

In terms of enhancing the ecology and biodiversity of the site, the choice of 

native wildflower, shrub and tree planting would ensure that this requirement 

would be fully met. 

 

It is considered that the proposed development of the survey site by the client 

would have no deleterious impact on any European Protected Species (EPS) or 

their habitat, either currently, or in the future of any surrounding statutory or 

non-statutory sites. 

 

No further ecology surveys are required or recommended. 

 

It is further recommended that all works are undertaken under the 

Precautionary Principle Working Method Statement, and all construction 

workers should be subject to ‘tool box talks’ ( both prior to and during any 

construction activities) to identify potential species which may be 

encountered, and what action to take should that event arise.  

 

 



Preliminary Ecological Appraisal - Land at: South View Road, East Bierley, BD4 6PH                20-002a_v1.0 

ADK Environmental Management Ltd 
 
2 Foldside, Freckleton, Preston, Lancashire, UK, PR4 1JX 
t.     +44(0)1772 467094 
e.    andrew.king@adk-environmental.co.uk                                                                                                                                  

  

15 

 

 

 
PART 8: REFERENCES AND INFORMATION SOURCES 

 

 
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994. Statutory Instrument 1994 

No. 2716 Wildlife, Countryside. HMSO 

 

Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Surveys (2010), Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

‘Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 2nd. Edition Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management, CIEEM Winchester. 

 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and Regulation 39 of The 

Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994. HMSO. 

 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. (2006). Guidelines 

for Ecological Impact Assessment in the United Kingdom. 

 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. (2006). Developing 

Best Practice in Survey and Reporting. 

 

‘WYES’ (the Local Biological Records Centre serving the Bradford area) 

Electronic References 

Google Earth 

‘Magic’: Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside 

National Biodiversity Network (NBN) https://nbn.org.uk/, https://nbnatlas.org/, 
https://spatial.nbnatlas.org 

Ordnance Survey Mapping (Bing Maps) 

http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk/MagicMap.aspx 

 

 

 



Preliminary Ecological Appraisal - Land at: South View Road, East Bierley, BD4 6PH                20-002a_v1.0 

ADK Environmental Management Ltd 
 
2 Foldside, Freckleton, Preston, Lancashire, UK, PR4 1JX 
t.     +44(0)1772 467094 
e.    andrew.king@adk-environmental.co.uk                                                                                                                                  

  

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PART 9: APPENDICES 
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Source: magic.gov.uk (accessed February 2020) 

                 
 

 

Appendix 1- Survey Site Location Map [SE 1986 2922] (survey area outlined in red) 
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Appendix 2 – Aerial Site Location Map (survey area in white) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Google Earth (accessed February 2020) 

N 
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Source: Outline map supplied by client 

Appendix 3 – Phase 1 Habitat Map (survey boundary outlined in red) 
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Appendix 4i – Site photographs: General (all photographs taken by author 08/02/2020) 
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Appendix 4ii – Site photographs: General (all photographs taken by author 08/02/2020) 
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Appendix 5 – MAGIC Desk-top data search: 500m buffer zone site check for protected species (from site mid-point) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: magic.gov.uk (accessed February 2020)  
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Source: ‘WYJS’ received 13th February 2020 

Appendix 6: ‘WYJS’ 2km Desk-top data 

 

 

                      * Please see complete document set contained at the end of this report * 
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For further copies of this report or for more information on this project or on our services, please contact: 

 
ADK Environmental Management Ltd (Northern REGISTERED Office) 
 
2 Foldside 
Freckleton 
Preston 
Lancashire 
UK 
PR4 1JX 
 
t: +44 (0)1772 467094 
 
e: andrew.king@adk-environmental.co.uk 
 
w: adk-environmental.co.uk 
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A full compendium of site photos is available to view on CDROM by written request to ADK Environmental Management 
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WYJS Desk-top data (2km buffer zone) – Species and Designated Sites 
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WYJS Desk-top data (2km buffer zone)  – Local Wildlife Sites (location maps) 
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WYJS Desk-top data (2km buffer zone)  – Local Wildlife Sites (site descriptions) 
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WYJS Desk-top data (2km buffer zone)  – Species records 
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