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Assessment and Advice  
As a major scheme the proposals should be supported by ecological information that demonstrated how 
significant ecological harm and impacts to the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network will be prevented.   

Standards for Supporting Information 
In the first instance, the applicant should engage a suitable qualified ecologist to undertake a Preliminary 

Ecological Appraisal (PEA) in accordance with national guidelines.  This work should identify any important 

ecological features present (species or habitats), or make recommendations for further survey where this is 

necessary to determine presence/absence of a feature or to what extent a feature is important.  The 

importance of ecological features should be described on a geographic scale.   

The purpose of PEA is to ensure scheme designers have access to sufficient information to apply the ecological 

mitigation hierarchy (described above).  Accurate habitat survey will also be essential if a quantitative method 

of demonstrating a biodiversity net gain is to be used.   

The results of the PEA, and any additional surveys, should be used to inform an ecological report to support the 

planning application.  The most appropriate report format to support a planning application is an Ecological 

Impact Assessment (EcIA) (CIEEM, 2017b & 2018).  However, in instances where it can be determined that the 

proposals would have no significant ecological effects, no mitigation is required and no further surveys are 

necessary, a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report (PEAR) is likely to provide sufficient information to enable 

planning officers to assess the proposals against the biodiversity policy (CIEEM, 2017a).  In all other cases 

submission of a PEAR in support of an application is likely to result in delays.  

The standardised content and format of an EcIA is defined in guidance by CIEEM (2018), and if followed will 

provide sufficient information to enable planning officers to understand if the proposals are in line with 

biodiversity policies.  In order to provide sufficient information to support a planning application, the EcIA 

should include a characterisation of the impacts to important ecological features, and identify any significant 

ecological effects resulting from these impacts, which should be described using a geographic scale.  
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