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200 Lichfield Lane 
Berry Hill 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 
 
Tel:  01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 
  
Email:  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 
 
Web:   www.gov.uk/coalauthority 
  

 
For the Attention of: Farzana Tabasum – Case Officer 
Kirklees Council 
 
[By Email: DC.Admin@kirklees.gov.uk]  
 
16 November 2017 
  
Dear Farzana 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION: 2016/60/92298/E  
 
Outline application for re-development of forme r w aste w ater trea tment w orks 
following demolition of existing structur es to prov ide employ ment us es (use 
classes B1(c), B2 and B8); Former North Bi erley Waste Water Treatment Works,  
Oakenshaw, Bradford, BD12 7ET - RECONSULTATION 
 
Thank you for your consultation letter of 6 November 2017 seeking the views of The Coal 
Authority on the amended proposals. 
 
The Coal Authority is a non- departmental public body sponsored by the Department for  
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. As a statutory consultee, The Coal Authority has a 
duty to respond to planning app lications and dev elopment plans  in order to protect the  
public and the environment in mining areas.  
 
The Coal Authority Response:  
 
Whilst The Coal Authority notes both the changes to the land uses proposed and the  
amended developable area, on the basis that the mining setting, the Phase II Intrusive Site 
Investigation and the Mining Remediation St rategy all remain valid, the recommended 
condition as detailed in our response letter ( dated 1 August 20 16) is also  still valid. For 
convenience I have included that recommendation below. 
 
The Coal Authority Recommendation to the LPA 
 
The Coal Authority concurs with the recomm endations of the Envi ronmental Statement  
(July 2016,  prepared by Turley); that coal mining legacy potentially poses a risk to t he 
proposed development and that fu rther intrusive site inve stigation works should be  
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undertaken prior to development in order to establish the exact situation regarding coal 
mining legacy issues on the site. 
 
The Coal Authority recommends that the LPA impose a Planning Condition sho uld 
planning permission be granted for the propos ed developm ent requiring these site 
investigation works prior to commencement of  development. In the event that the site  
investigations confirm that remedial works would be needed to treat recorded mine entries  
beneath any parts of the site where built dev elopment is propos ed, this should be 
conditioned to ensure t hat the site lay out is amended to avoid them. The condition should  
also ensure that any remedial works identified by the site investigat ion to consolidate any  
shallow mine workings are undertaken prior to commencement of the development. 
 
A condition should therefore require prior to the submission of the reserved matters: 
* The submission of  a scheme of intrusiv e site  investigations f or the mine entries f or 
approval; 
* The submission of a scheme of intrusive site investigations for the shallow coal workings 
for approval; and 
* The undertaking of both of those schemes of intrusive site investigations. 
 
A condition should require as part of the reserved matters application: 
* The submission of a report of findings arising from bot h of the intrusive site 
investigations, including the results of any gas monitoring undertaken; 
* The submission of a layout plan which identifies appropriate zones of  influence for the  
recorded mine entries on site, and the definition of suitable ‘no-build’ zones; 
* The submission of a scheme of treatment for the recorded mine entries for approval; 
* The submission of a scheme of remedial works for the shallow coal workings  for  
approval. 
 
A condition should also require prior to the commencement of development: 
* The implementation of those remedial works. 
 
The Coal Authority considers that the co ntent and conclus ions of  the E nvironmental 
Statement (July 2016,  prepared by Turley) are sufficient for t he purposes of the planning 
system and meet the  requirements of the NPPF in demonstrati ng that the applic ation site 
is, or can be made, safe and stable for t he proposed development. The Coal Authority 
therefore has no objection to the proposed developm ent subject to the imposition of a 
condition or conditions to secure the above. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Chris MacArthur B.Sc. (Hons), DipTP, MRTPI  
Planning Liaison Manager 
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General Information for the Applicant 
 
Under the Coal Industry Act 1994 any intrusive activities, includ ing initial s ite investigation 
boreholes, and/or any  subsequent treatment of coal mine workings/coal m ine entries for  
ground stability purposes require the prior written permission of The Coal Authority, since 
such activities can have serious public health  and safety implications. F ailure to obtain  
permission will result in trespass , with the pot ential for court action. In the event that you 
are proposing to undertake such work in the Forest of Dean local authority area our  
permission may not be required;  it is recommended that yo u check with us prior to 
commencing any works.  Applic ation forms for Coal Authority permission and further 
guidance can be obtained from The Coal Authority’s website at: 
www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property   
  
Building over or within the influencing dist ance of a mine entry (s haft or adit) can be 
dangerous and has the potential for signific ant risks to both th e development and the 
occupiers if not undertaken appropriately.  The Coal Authority would draw your attention to 
our adopted policy regarding new development and mine entries: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-
mine-entries 
 
Disclaimer 
 
The above consultation response is provided by T he Coal Authority as a Statutory 
Consultee and is bas ed upon t he latest availa ble coal minin g data on the date of th e 
response, and electronic cons ultation records held by The Coal Aut hority since 1 April 
2013. The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal 
Authority by the Local Pla nning Authority and/or has been published on the Counc il's 
website for consultation purposes in relation to  this specific planning application. Th e 
views and conclus ions contai ned in this  response may be subject to review and  
amendment by The Coal Authorit y if additional or new data/in formation (such as a revised 
Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant 
for consultation purposes. 
 
In formulating this response The Coal Authorit y has taken full ac count of the professional 
conclusions reached by the competent person who has pr epared the Coal Mining Ris k 
Assessment or other sim ilar report.  In the event  that any future claim for liability arises in 
relation to this development The Coal Aut hority will take full account of the views,  
conclusions and m itigation previ ously ex pressed by the professional advisers for this 
development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development. 
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