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Section 1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Planning permission was granted on the 31st may 2013 for the erection 

of single and two storey classrooms under application reference 

2013/62/90670/W. This significant school development project sought to 

improve the existing school facilities for the existing pupils and ensure 

the school had the facilities to arrest the decline in pupils numbers. In 

detail it sought consent for: 

• Encapsulation and recladding of the existing duplex building with 

dining room to the rear of the main Listed Building on the site. 

• The removal of 3 temporary buildings on the site comprising 6 

classrooms, one of which is located to the front of the Listed 

Building on the main open space and the other two are located 

within an open area to the north of the site. These would be 

replaced with a new purpose built single and single storey and a 

half building in the same location as two of the portacabins and 

would form a dedicated pre-prep facility for the school along with 

3 general teaching spaces required of an art room, a science lab 

and an ICT suite. 

The school has been delighted that the investment made has arrested 

the decline in pupil numbers and the school roll and that the school has 

regained its pupil numbers.  

However, it has now become apparent that with the school roll full all 

space within the buildings has been utilized and the existing Sports 

Pavilion building within the site is no longer adequate in size terms to 

meet the changing and sporting needs of pupils.  

 

To meet this sporting need it is proposed to replace the existing timber 

sports pavilion, which lies to the south of the grass pitch area set in front 

of the Listed School Building and to the north of the all weather 

playground area which is used as an all weather pitch. This existing 

sports pavilion is around 46 sq m in size. The enlarged sports pavilion 

with serve the entire sports area, but is located outside any pitch area is 

to be around 114 sq m. It will not adversely impact on sports pitch 

provision but the facilities will maximize the ability to use the pitches for 

their maximum potential by pupils within the school.  

 

This Statement has been prepared to meet the guidance within 

Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) Circular 01/ 

06, Guidance on Changes to the Development Control System as well 

as the Guidance contained within CABE’s “Design and Access 

Statements, How to write, read and use them” (2006). 
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This statement provides the planning justification for the proposed 

development having regard to National Planning Policy, the 

Development Plan and other material considerations.   

 

It also deals with the Design Statement as well as Inclusive Access and 

links together the supporting background documents, which accompany 

this application. 

 

This Planning, Design and Access Statement demonstrates that the re-

provision, enhancement and improvement of the existing sports pavilion 

will be a positive gain for Kirklees Council, its residents, the overall 

community and that it would not adversely impact on the surrounding 

area. 

 

This Statement sets out the following: 

 

• Section 2 describes the background context of Cognita Schools 

Ltd. 

• Section 3 describes the site and surrounding area. 

• Section 4 sets out the relevant planning policy framework. 

• Section 5 provides the justification for planning permission. 

• Section 6 discusses access arrangements. 

• Section 7 provides the conclusions. 
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Section 2 BACKGROUND CONTEXT 
 

Huddersfield Grammar School was founded in 1995, though based on 

the traditions of two former independent schools. 

 

The school believes that education should not be regarded simply as a 

series of hurdles, but as a whole life experience. Ultimately, through 

academic results are important, a well balanced, confident individual who 

has been educated in the truest sense will be a happy and productive 

member of society. 

 

Teaching at all levels is always in small classes with up to 20 pupils per 

class. Many classes are often smaller, especially at GCSE level. 

Consequently the happy, disciplined atmosphere of the School and 

individual attention means that all pupils reach excellent academic 

standards. Huddersfield Grammar School has an enviable reputation for 

academic success. 

 

Class sizes are limited in number so that each child is known as an 

individual with unique needs and talents. The aim is to develop those 

talents and to meet the needs of the children. 

 

Cognita, owner of Huddersfield Grammar School, was formed in 2004.  

The company employs over 2,900 teachers and support staff in 56 

schools across the UK and international schools in Brazil, Spain, 

Singapore, Vietnam and Thailand. There are over 15,200 pupils on the 

roll of these schools. The schools fit a broad profile, including Pre-Prep, 

Prep and Senior Schools. 

Cognita’s vision is to own and manage a family of independent schools, 

each of which enjoys an excellent reputation within its community.  Each 

school’s reputation will grow as a result of consistently meeting the 

aspirations that parents have for their child’s education.  Their child will 

be happy and enthusiastic about the school.  The school will be seen to 

invest in its relationship with individual parents and it will be recognised 

as keen to nurture a culture that treats parents as customers. 

The Group will implement three key strategies in all its schools, in order 

to deliver this vision.  It will: 

• Protect, preserve and develop the atmosphere, ethos and 

culture of each school so that it promotes its own identity 

• Recruit, retain and develop very good teachers in order to 

provide the very best education.  It will therefore recruit and 

retain the best head teachers, invest in regular and 

appropriate staff development programmes, develop 

programs to support, measure, review and reward excellent 
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performance, foster best practice initiatives between schools 

and departments, implement regular internal quality control 

reviews that audit education delivery and performance, and 

invest in the development and maintenance of a broad and 

balanced curriculum. 

• Develop excellent communications between the school and 

its parents through frequent and routine communications, 

easy access to information, the provision of easy access of 

staff at all levels, regular forums including staff and parents, 

the promotion of schemes to encourage parental 

involvement, programs that adopt appropriate technologies. 

The group will exercise four unique sources of competitive advantage in 

developing these strategies.  The Group: 

• Maintains a staff of leading educationalists, who are very 

successful and experienced in education, in teaching and in 

the development of schools 

• Is run by professional management, who have broader 

business skills than are to be found in most schools 

• Has access to funds for the development of people, 

organisation, facilities and systems infrastructure 

• Enjoys the benefits of scale of being a large group.  It 

employs a large cadre of excellent teachers, able to 

exchange best practice experiences, it is financially robust 

and it can deliver savings and efficiencies through its 

support services 

 

School objectives 

Set against this background, the school’s objectives are: 

EDUCATIONAL 

• To maintain the School’s excellent standing and remain 

competitive 

• To improve the standard of education and educational 

facilities provided by the School 

• To provide the facilities required following stemming the fall 

in pupil numbers and bringing the school back to a full roll 

• To reinvest income to ensure the future viability of the 

School 

FUNCTIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

• To improve the operational efficiency of the school by 

rationalising functional arrangements 

• To respect the setting of the Listed Building 

• To respect the important landscape setting of the school 

• To create a facility that harmonises with the existing building 

fabric 

 To achieve this the school requirements are: 
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To replace the existing sports pavilion building with a new sports pavilion 

building to meet the school roll and to provide facilities to match the 

sporting curriculum both required and endorsed by the school.  

 

This will add to the latest 2014 OFSTED report comment on sporting 

provision from 2014 ‘A broad range of sporting activities is enjoyed by 

pupils, both within the planned curriculum and through use of local sports 

facilities. Pupils speak with enthusiasm about the sporting opportunities 

that they have. The school has established a range of team games for 

boys and girls against other local schools, as well as those within the 

Cognita Group, for example in football, netball and swimming. Such 

features of the sports provision are reflected in the wide range of 

external links established by the school, which also support pupils’ wider 

academic and personal development’.  

 

The proposals are to provide the correct pavilion and changing 

accommodation for the school as it is now and to move forward to 

exceed OFSTED requirements in terms of sporting provision and 

excellence.  

 

This statement seeks to justify the proposals: 

a) Demonstrating the requirement for the proposals and how they 

respect and enhance the Listed Building and sylvian setting of 

the site. 

b) Providing the requirement of facilities for the school in this 

location. 
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Section  3 THE SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA 

 

Huddersfield Grammar School is located within a secluded location at 

Royds Mount in Luck Lane in Lindley, a township of Huddersfield and 

approximately 1.5 miles west of the centre of Huddersfield. The house is 

sited within its own grounds to the east of Luck Lane. The National Grid 

Reference for the house is: SE 12413 16807. 

 

Huddersfield Grammar School was until c.1940 a private Victorian house 

(Royds Mount) set in its own grounds. The house, with its stable and 

coachhouse block were built around 1867 for James Crosland, a local 

woollen mill owner.  

 

Around c.1940 the house and grounds became a private school, St. 

David’s Preparatory School under the ownership of Mrs Wilson. In 1995 

the school amalgamated with Central (Kayes) College to form 

Huddersfield Grammar School. 

 

The house was listed at Grade II in 1978, the buildings significance is 

reflected in its listing. Listed Buildings are considered to be local and 

historic interest and account for approximately 373,000 buildings or 

structures in England. Listed buildings are listed by English Heritage on 

behalf of the Secretary of State, and protected by legislation under the 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

Luck Lane comprises a mix of different types of residential properties 

and forms a radial route between Jim Lane and Fir Road and the school 

entrance is opposite Link Road. 

 

To the north of the site on Gorse Road and Rose Avenue there are 

mainly semi-detached residential properties. 

 

To the rear (east) of the site are detached houses in Wellfield Road and 

Wyvern Avenue, while to the south is open playing field land. 
 

The site contains a range of buildings including the main listed school 

building, the former stables, the senior block and the hall as well as a 

range of newly constructed replacement school buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

	
  
	
  

8	
  

Section 4 PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK  

 
The Development Plan provides the statutory policy framework against 

which planning applications should be made.  Decisions should normally 

be made in accordance with the development plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise.  Other material considerations such 

as National Policy Guidance may be taken into account in reaching 

decisions.  

The Development Plan for the Borough presently comprises the Kirklees 

Council adopted UDP Saved Policies and the emerging Local Plan set 

out through the Local Development Framework.  

National Policy Framework 

 
National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012) 
 
The NPPF sets out clearly the rational and aim of sustainable 

development in paragraph 7, namely: 

● an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive 

and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the 

right type is available in the right places and at the right time to 

support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating 

development requirements, including the provision of 

infrastructure; 

● a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, 

by providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of 

present and future generations; and by creating a high quality built 

environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 

community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-

being; and 

● an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing 

our natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, 

helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, 

minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate 

change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

 

And in paragraph 14 it emphasises that at the heart of the NPPF is a 

presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should be 

seen as a golden thread running through both plan making and decision 

taking. This means approving development proposals that accord with 

the development plan without delay. 

 

Through paragraphs 29 to 41 it sets out the promotion of sustainable 

transport, and advises on the need for Travel Plans for significant 

generators while in paragraph 32 it advises that ‘development should 

only be refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative 

impacts of development are sever’. 
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Section 7 through paragraphs 56 to 68 sets out the importance of 

understanding site context and good design. In paragraph 61 it 

emphasises the need of planning policies and decisions to ‘address the 

connections between people and places and the integration of new 

development into the natural, built and historic environment’. 

 

Through section 8 it promotes healthy communities in paragraphs 69 to 

78. Paragraph 72 advises that ‘the Government attaches great 

importance to ensuring that a sufficient choice of school places is 

available to meet the needs of existing and new communities. Local 

planning authorities should take a proactive, positive and collaborative 

approach to meeting this requirement, and to development that will 

widen choice in education. They should: 

● give great weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools; 

and 

● work with schools promoters to identify and resolve key planning 

issues before applications are submitted’. 

 

While paragraph 73 advises ‘Access to high quality open spaces and 

opportunities for sport and recreation can make an important contribution 

to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies should be 

based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open 

space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new 

provision. The assessments should identify specific needs and 

quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and 

recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the 

assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports and 

recreational provision is required’. 

 

Paragraph 74 explains ‘existing open space, sports and recreational 

buildings and land, including playing fields, should not be built on unless: 

● an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the 

open space, buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or 

● the loss resulting from the proposed development would be 

replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and 

quality in a suitable location; or 

● the development is for alternative sports and recreational 

provision, the needs for which clearly outweigh the loss’. 

 
Section 11 of the NPPF sets out the guidance on conserving and 

enhancing the natural environment. Through paragraphs 109 to 125 it 

seeks to protect flora and fauna with ‘opportunities to incorporate 

biodiversity in and around developments should be encouraged’, while 

ensuring no adverse air quality or noise issues arise. 

 
Lastly, section 12 sets out the position in relation to conserving and 

enhancing the historic environment through paragraphs 126 to 141.  
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Through paragraph 131 it advises that in determining planning 

applications, local planning authorities should take account of: 

● the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of 

heritage assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with 

their conservation; 

● the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can 

make to sustainable communities including their economic vitality; 

and 

● the desirability of new development making a positive contribution 

to local character and distinctiveness. 

 
 
Kirklees Council Unitary Development Plan and Local Development 
Framework  
 

The emerging Local Plan is not at an advanced enough state to merit 

weight in the determination process, while it is also recognised that the  

Kirleees UDP is significantly out of date in terms of age, and therefore at 

variance with the advice in paragraph 12 of the NPPF. However, since it 

is broadly in accordance with the NPPF in relation to the actual 

development proposals contained within the application it is still a 

material determining factor. 

 

 
UDP 

Greenspace 
 
Policy D3 advises on sites designated as urban greenspace planning 

permission will not be granted unless the development proposed: 

 

I is necessary for the continuation or enhancement of established 

uses or involves change of use to alternative open land uses, or 

would result in a specific community benefit, and, in all cases, will 

protect visual amenity, wildlife value and opportunities for sport 

and recreation; Or 

II includes alternative provision of urban greenspace equivalent in 

both quantitative and qualitative terms to that which would be 

developed and reasonably accessible to existing users. 

 
Through paragraph 2.13 it advises: 
 
Some areas of urban greenspace contain buildings, usually school 

premises set within playing fields. Factors such as school reorganisation 

may render these buildings partly or wholly redundant. In these 

circumstances a change of use or redevelopment to accommodate 

purposes not associated with open land uses will be appropriate, 
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provided that the use and quality of the associated open land could be 

safeguarded or enhanced. It would not, therefore, normally be 

appropriate to increase significantly the area covered by buildings or car 

parking’. 

 

Policy D4 advises that the change of use or redevelopment of redundant 

buildings located within designated urban greenspace for purposes not 

associated with open land uses will normally be permitted provided that 

the use and quality of the associated open land will be safeguarded. 

 
Natural Environment 
 
The UDP advises that Development proposals provide many 

opportunities for building-in beneficial biodiversity or geological features 

as part of good design. When considering proposals, local planning 

authorities should maximise such opportunities in and around 

developments, using planning obligations where appropriate. 

 

Policy NE9 advises development proposals should normally retain any 

mature trees within the application site. Where development is approved 

on sites containing mature trees no construction, including changes in 

levels, drainage works and the formation of access roads will be 

permitted within the crown spread of trees unless it can be demonstrated 

that satisfactory precautions will be taken to ensure their continued 

viability 

Built Environment 

 

The key built environment policies are identified below: 

 

Policy BE1 advises ‘all development should be of good quality design 

such that it contributes to a built environment which: 

i Creates or retains a sense of local identity; 

ii Is visually attractive; 

iii Promotes safety, including crime prevention and reduction of 

hazards to highway users; 

iv Promotes a healthy environment, including space and landscaping 

about buildings and avoidance of exposure to excessive noise or 

pollution; 

v Is energy efficient in terms of building design and orientation and 

conducive to energy efficient modes of travel, in particular walking, 

cycling and use of public transport’. 

 

While Policy BE2 advises ‘new development should be designed so 

that: 

i It is in keeping with surrounding development in respect of design, 

materials, scale, density, layout, building height or mass; 

 ii The topography of the site (particularly changes in level) is taken 

into account: 

iii Satisfactory access to existing highways can be achieved; and 
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iv        Existing and proposed landscape features (including trees) are 

 incorporated as integral part of the proposal. 

 

Conservation 

 

These policies were not saved due to repition of guidance with the 

former PPG15, now replaced with the NPPF. Paragraph 3.8 of the UDP 

advises that ‘generally the best way of securing the upkeep of historic 

buildings and areas is to keep them in active use. For the great majority 

this must mean economically viable uses if they are to survive, and new, 

and even continuing, uses will often necessitate some degree of 

adaptation. The range and acceptability of possible uses must therefore 

usually be a major consideration when the future of listed buildings or 

buildings in conservation areas’. 

 

Noise 

 

Policy EP4 advises ‘proposals for noise sensitive development in 

proximity to existing sources of noise, or for noise generating uses of 

land close to existing noise sensitive development, will be considered 

taking into account the effects or projected noise levels on the occupiers 

of the existing or proposed noise sensitive development’. 

Transport 

 

With regard to transport Policy T1 advises ‘priority will be given to: 

i Satisfying the needs of all sections of the community through an 

effectively integrated transport system with emphasis on improving 

public transport and encouraging a modal shift away from travel by 

private car; 

ii Promoting a transport network on which it is safe to travel and 

which causes minimal disturbance through danger, noise and air 

pollution; and 

iii Co-ordinating land use changes with transport provision so as to 

minimize the need to travel and locating new development where it 

can be nest served by public transport and where it minimises the 

need for expanding of the highway network’. 

 

Education 

 

The UDP is silent in relation to the benefits that school providers can 

bring in terms of school roles, employment provision both existing and 

future and also the role future pupils will play in society. 

Having run through in detail the emerging and evolving planning policy 

position to understand the material considerations, it is now considered 

appropriate to focus in on each of the issues, and how these policies 

would relate to the proposals before the Local Planning Authority. 
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Section 5 JUSTIFICATION FOR PLANNING 
 

Planning permission was granted on the 31st may 2013 for the erection 

of single and two storey classrooms under application reference 

2013/62/90670/W. This significant school development project sought to 

improve the existing school facilities for the existing pupils and ensure 

the school had the facilities to arrest the decline in pupils numbers. In 

detail it sought consent for: 

• Encapsulation and recladding of the existing duplex building with 

dining room to the rear of the main Listed Building on the site. 

• The removal of 3 temporary buildings on the site comprising 6 

classrooms, one of which is located to the front of the Listed 

Building on the main open space and the other two are located 

within an open area to the north of the site. These would be 

replaced with a new purpose built single and single storey and a 

half building in the same location as two of the portacabins and 

would form a dedicated pre-prep facility for the school along with 

3 general teaching spaces required of an art room, a science lab 

and an ICT suite. 

 
The school has been delighted that the investment made has arrested 

the decline in pupil numbers and the school roll and that the school has 

regained its pupil numbers.  

 

However, it has now become apparent that with the school roll full all 

space within the buildings has been utilized and the existing Sports 

Pavilion building within the site is no longer adequate in size terms to 

meet the changing and sporting needs of pupils.  

 

To meet this sporting need it is proposed to replace the existing timber 

sports pavilion, which lies to the south of the grass pitch area set in front 

of the Listed School Building and to the north of the all weather 

playground area which is used as an all weather pitch. This existing 

sports pavilion is around 46 sq m in size. The enlarged sports pavilion 

with serve the entire sports area, but is located outside any pitch area is 

to be around 114 sq m. It will not adversely impact on sports pitch 

provision but the facilities will maximize the ability to use the pitches for 

their maximum potential by pupils within the school.  

 

Education, Employment and Opportunity 
 
The NPPF sets out clearly the rational and aim of sustainable 

development in paragraph 7, namely: 

● an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive 

and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the 

right type is available in the right places and at the right time to 

support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating 

development requirements, including the provision of 
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infrastructure; 

● a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, 

by providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of 

present and future generations; and by creating a high quality built 

environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 

community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-

being; and 

● an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing 

our natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, 

helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, 

minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate 

change including moving to a low carbon economy. This proposal 

meets all three key determining criteria to be supported. 

 

It provides a present and future economic role not just for teachers at the 

school but future employment for pupils when they leave school. By 

investing in a larger and improved sports pavilion for pupils we lay the 

foundations for a fully educated and fully active workforce in the future, 

thereby driving the economic success of the economy. By providing the 

right facilities for pupils it allows them to develop and to reach their full 

potential.  

	
  
The school provides a crucial role in educating pupils on their roles and 

responsibilities and guides them on the path to adulthood and society. 

The school supports strong, vibrant and healthy communities and by 

providing the right buildings and accommodation through a high quality 

built environment it meets the community’s needs. 

 

The replacement sports pavilion has been sited on the ame area as the 

existing building, not only to preserve the setting of the Lisyed Building 

but also this is the most appropriate area for the sports pavilion. It is 

outside the outdoor sports pitches area but set adjacent and between 

them and it can serve all the pitches the school has to both the north and 

south of the building. The replacement building has had full regard to the 

environmental role, both historic and natural and would not affect flora 

and fauna and would preserve and enhance the Listed Building. It is to 

be constructed of sustainable red cedar and follows the design principles 

and style of the existing pavilion and will blend in well to the existing 

landscape setting. 

	
  
It also meets the key requirement of paragraph 72 on which the 

‘Government attaches great importance to ensuring that a sufficient 

choice of school places is available to meet the needs of existing 
and new communities. Local planning authorities should take a 

proactive, positive and collaborative approach to meeting this 

requirement, and to development that would widen choice in 

education. They should:  
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‘give great weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools’. 

 

Crucially, it also meets the emphasises at the heart of the NPPF that 

there is a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development, which 

should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan making 

and decision taking. This means approving development proposals 

that accord with the development plan without delay’. 

 

Greenspace 

 

Huddersfield Grammar School is well established with a school being on 

the site since 1940. The school has been a good guardian of the site in 

maintaining and enhancing its sylvan landscape character and this 

overall landscape is an important attribute to the school, and one, which 

the school wishes to protect and enhance. The recent building works 

have been undertaken at a significant investment cost but they have 

stemmed the pupil decline and have brought the pupil roll back up to its 

historic levels, which the school has been delighted with. On the back of 

this the current sports pavilion is not large enough, nor does it provide 

the correct facilities for the school now it has a full roll and a replacement 

and larger sports pavilion is required. 

 

The school is located within Urban Greenspace. Policy D3 in the Unitary 

Development Plan states ‘On sites designated as Urban Greenspace 

planning permission will not be granted unless the development 

proposed: 

1. is necessary for the continuation or enhancement of established 

uses or involves a change of use to alternative open land uses, 

or would result in specific community benefit, and, in all cases, 

will protect visual amenity, wildlife value and opportunities for 

sport and recreation; or 

2. includes alternative provision of Urban Greenspace equivalent in 

both quantitative and qualitative  terms to that which would be 

developed and reasonably accessible to existing users’. 

 

Policy D4 advises that the change of use or redevelopment of redundant 

buildings located within designated urban greenspace for purposes not 

associated with open land uses will normally be permitted provided that 

the use and quality of the associated open land will be safeguarded. 

 



 

	
  
	
  

16	
  

The existing Sports Pavilion has been within the site since around the 

1950’s and lies to the south of the grassed pitch area in front of the main 

school and to the north of the playground / all weather pitch to the south. 

Its replacement and enlargement was considered carefully in light of 

Sport England’s advice on the previous application  “that the school 

rightly makes available its sports hall and football and rugby league 

pitches for community sports clubs to use. While the new school building 

will be positioned to the north of the site in an area of generic open 

space, we can confirm this area is not capable of supporting a pitch and 

is detached from the main school playing field. We would raise no 

objection to such a scheme as it would have no impact on a sports 

facility or an area capable of being used for sport”. They also note that 

reinstatement of the playing field through removal of the portacabin will 

“enable reorientation of a football pitch to a better north south position. 

This would ensure the pitch is less affected by the impact of the sun”. 

The school will re-orientate this pitch and will follow Sport England 

guidance in Natural Turf for Sport 2011. 

 

It is considered that the sports pavilion in this location will not impact on 

any pitch provision and its increased size will allow the pitches use to be 

maximised through pupils within the school. In policy terms it complies 

with the provision of Policies D3 and D4 of the Saved Policies of the 

UDP. 

 

With regard wildlife value this is dealt with below under its own heading. 

 

Wildlife / Biodiversity / Trees 

 

The Tree Survey submitted for application 2013/90670 for the whole site 

advises on the condition and recommends good arboricultural 

management for the trees within the site.  

 

The existing sports pavilion is within a sylvan setting between two well 

spaced groups of trees. Likewise the proposed red cedar sports pavilion 

will also be set within this gap area and its placement on the land within 

this will not impact on any outer route or branch spread of any trees.  

  

Branch and route protection zones can be conditioned and would be 

agreed with Kirklees Council prior to any commencement of 

development. The proposal would accord with Policy NE9 on retention of 

trees within the UDP. 

 

Wildlife and biodiversity is recognised particularly in urban areas as a 

key requirement for balanced and sustainable environments. Through 

paragraphs 109 to 125 of the NPPF it seeks to protect flora and fauna 

with “opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around 

developments that should be encouraged’.  
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This development has the opportunity to significantly increase the overall 

bio-diversity through the site with the introduction of bat and swift boxes 

on both the trees and on the sports pavilion. This can form an important 

learning tool for the pupils as well as enhancing the natural environment.  

 

As part of any planning permission we would welcome a condition on the 

planning permission advising of the need to carry out a detailed 

assessment and to provide the suggested measures. By undertaking this 

it will also confirm compliance withy UDP Policy D3. 

 

Sustainability  

 

Through the NPPF sustainability is a key and material consideration. 

 

The proposed presents the opportunity to upgrade and replace an 

existing timber building estimated to have been constructed in the 

1950’s, with a modern cedar clad replacement sports pavilion.  

 

By providing this it will contribute to tackling climate change by minimising 

carbon dioxide emissions, adopting sustainable design and construction 

measures. 

Historic Building 

Storah Architecture was commissioned to produce a Conversation 

Management Plan for the Huddersfield Grammar School complex for 

application 2013/90670 to assess the significance and guide the 

development of options for the site. This suite of document sis as 

relavant to the previous application as to the present application and has 

guided the assessment of where to locate the sports pavilion. 

 

The Conservation Statement categorises the house, curtilage buildings, 

and the landscape with differing levels of ‘significance’ (historic importance). 

The various elements are scored according to the significance of each room 

or element (exceptional, high, medium, low, none). In considering works, 

the significance of an area or element should be taken into account. There 

should be a presumption in favour of developing or changing areas of 

lesser significance where possible. 

The existing sports pavilion is considered to be of low significance and this 

is clearly detailed within the report and assessment. Therefore, to replace it 

with a sympathetic replacement is considered to be acceptable and set 

within this location away from and separated from the Listed Building or the 

open elements of the site through the existing trees is considered an 

appropriate historic and design solution. Storah Architecture consider the 

proposals to meet both UDP and NPPF guidance as preserving or 

enhancing the Listed Building. 
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Design 

Good design is central to all objectives of the NPPF and is specifically 

promoted by the policies contained within Chapter 7, which address both 

general design principles and specific design issues.  The UDP sets out the 

key built environmental policies through Policy BE1 and BE2 which seek to 

retain local identity, provide attractive buildings and ensure it is within the 

materials, scale, density and character of the area. 

The building reflects the surroundings and the use of wood reflects the 

values and materials of the site. Likewise the height, scale massing and 

how the buildings sit within the topography of the site is appropriate. 

 

Secured By Design 

 

The existing building is secure and the replacement building requires no 

extra features. Cognita Schools Ltd have many years experience in 

ensuring high quality and secure design for its students. 

 

No external CCTV cameras are proposed. 

 

The proposal is considered to provide a safe and secure environment 

and to meet the key proposals in Secured by Design.  

 

Transport and Parking 

 

Transport guidance is set out through the NPPF and the UDP Policy T1 

which advises ‘priority will be given to: 

i Satisfying the needs of all sections of the community through an 

effectively integrated transport system with emphasis on improving 

public transport and encouraging a modal shift away from travel by 

private car; 

ii Promoting a transport network on which it is safe to travel and 

which causes minimal disturbance through danger, noise and air 

pollution; and 

iii Co-ordinating land use changes with transport provision so as to 

minimize the need to travel and locating new development where it 

can be nest served by public transport and where it minimises the 

need for expanding of the highway network’. 

 

The Transport Assessment with Travel Plan Framework prepared by i-

Transport met the requirements of the last application. This proposal is 

not to increase pupil numbers and merely seeks a replacement and 

appropriately sized sports pavilion to service the pupils sporting 

requirements within the site.  
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Servicing / Service Management Strategy 

 

The servicing and delivery will be in accordance with existing 

arrangements. No additional servicing or waste requirement swill be 

required as a result of this development. 

 

Refuse and Recycling 
 

There is a significant body of guidance on waste through the NPPF, 

which supersedes PPS10: Planning for Sustainable Waste. The NPPF 

and saved UDP policies require the minimisation of waste, the increase 

in the re-use and recycling and composting of waste, and the reduction 

in the amount of waste disposed at landfill. 

 

Refuse and Storage already exists and is adequate for the school and no 

extra provision is required. The provision will remain as existing for the 

school both in terms of quantity and location of facilities, as will waste 

uplift. 

 

Noise 

 

National Guidance is set out through the NPPF and Building Bulletin 93 

‘Acoustic Design of Schools’, BB10 ‘Ventilation in School Buildings’, 

while more local guidance is set out in the UDP Policy EP4. These seek 

to control and minimise noise and disturbance.  

 

This building seeks to replace the existing sports pavilion which does not 

meet current Building Control standards and are not double glazed.  

 

The proposed building will exceed Part L of the Building regulations, 

having both double glazing and full insulation as well as meeting Building 

Bulletin 93 requirements. The building will have no plant or air 

conditioning and so will not generate any external noise sources. 
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Section 6 INCLUSIVE ACCESS 

 

Policy on inclusive access is set out through the NPPF, Planning and 

Access for Disabled People: a good practice guide (ODPM) as well as UDP 

Policy G5 which requires ‘development proposals should have regard to 

equality of opportunity in terms of access to buildings and open space 

facilities and other relevant aspects of design, including the provision of 

ancillary facilities’. 

 
These policies supplement building regulations and require all future 

development to meet the highest standards of accessibility and inclusion. 

 

This Planning, Design and Access Statement explains how the principles of 

inclusive design have been incorporated into the scheme, as are the 

accesses and egress points and the paths to and from the building and 

open space.  

Access to the proposed replacement sports pavilion will utilise exsiting 

routes within the site and no new routes are proposed. Access into the 

building will be via DDA compliant ramp and all doors and will be DDA 

width.  

The entire internal layout has been designed to ensure inclusive access. 

The site, including its layout and the buildings will be fully DDA compliant 

(Disability Discrimination Act 1998), with level access obtained to the 

building and within each floor of the building. 

Pedestrian 

 

The existing pedestrian routes to and from the building will not be altered 

through this proposal.  

 

Disabled 

 

The proposed sports pavilion building will be accessible by 

disabled/wheelchair users.  

 

The proposals will comply with Part M of the Building Regulations and 

also with BS 8300:2001 ‘Design of buildings and their approaches to 

meet the needs of disabled people – Code of Practice’. 
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Section 7  CONCLUSIONS 

Planning permission was granted on the 31st may 2013 for the erection 

of single and two storey classrooms under application reference 

2013/62/90670/W. This significant school development project sought to 

improve the existing school facilities for the existing pupils and ensure 

the school had the facilities to arrest the decline in pupils numbers. In 

detail it sought consent for: 

• Encapsulation and recladding of the existing duplex building with 

dining room to the rear of the main Listed Building on the site. 

• The removal of 3 temporary buildings on the site comprising 6 

classrooms, one of which is located to the front of the Listed 

Building on the main open space and the other two are located 

within an open area to the north of the site. These would be 

replaced with a new purpose built single and single storey and a 

half building in the same location as two of the portacabins and 

would form a dedicated pre-prep facility for the school along with 

3 general teaching spaces required of an art room, a science lab 

and an ICT suite. 

 
The school has been delighted that the investment made has arrested 

the decline in pupil numbers and the school roll and that the school has 

regained its pupil numbers.  

 

However, it has now become apparent that with the school roll full all 

space within the buildings has been utilized and the existing Sports 

Pavilion building within the site is no longer adequate in size terms to 

meet the changing and sporting needs of pupils.  

 

To meet this sporting need it is proposed to replace the existing timber 

sports pavilion, which lies to the south of the grass pitch area set in front 

of the Listed School Building and to the north of the all weather 

playground area which is used as an all weather pitch. This existing 

sports pavilion is around 46 sq m in size. The enlarged sports pavilion 

with serve the entire sports area, but is located outside any pitch area is 

to be around 114 sq m. It will not adversely impact on sports pitch 

provision but the facilities will maximize the ability to use the pitches for 

their maximum potential by pupils within the school.  

 

Education, Employment and Opportunity  

 

The NPPF sets out clearly the rational and aim of sustainable 

development in paragraph 7, namely; an economic role, a social role and 

an environmental role. This proposal meets these three key 

requirements as well as meeting the key requirement of paragraph 72 on 

which the ‘Government attaches great importance to ensuring that a 

sufficient choice of school places is available to meet the needs of 

existing and new communities. Local planning authorities should 
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take a proactive, positive and collaborative approach to meeting 

this requirement, and to development that would widen choice in 

education. They should:  

‘give great weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools’. 

 

Crucially, it also meets the emphasises at the heart of the NPPF that 

there is a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development, which 

should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan making 

and decision taking. This means approving development proposals 

that accord with the development plan without delay’. 

 

Greenspace 

 

The existing Sports Pavilion has been within the site since around the 

1950’s and lies to the south of the grassed pitch area in front of the main 

school and to the north of the playground / all weather pitch to the south. 

Its replacement and enlargement was considered carefully in light of 

Sport England’s advice on the previous application   

 “that the school rightly makes available its sports hall and football and 

rugby league pitches for community sports clubs to use. While the new 

school building will be positioned to the north of the site in an area of 

generic open space, we can confirm this area is not capable of 

supporting a pitch and is detached from the main school playing field. 

We would raise no objection to such a scheme as it would have no 

impact on a sports facility or an area capable of being used for sport”.  

They also note that reinstatement of the playing field through removal of 

the portacabin will “enable reorientation of a football pitch to a better 

north south position. This would ensure the pitch is less affected by the 

impact of the sun”. The school will re-orientate this pitch and will follow 

Sport England guidance in Natural Turf for Sport 2011. 

 

It is considered that the sports pavilion in this location will not impact on 

any pitch provision and its increased size will allow the pitches use to be 

maximised through pupils within the school. In policy terms it complies 

with the provision of Policies D3 and D4 of the Saved Policies of the 

UDP. 
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Wildlife/Biodiversity/Trees 

 

The Tree Survey submitted for application 2013/90670 for the whole site 

advises on the condition and recommends good arboricultural 

management for the trees within the site.  

 

The existing sports pavilion is within a sylvan setting between two well 

spaced groups of trees. Likewise the proposed red cedar sports pavilion 

will also be set within this gap area and its placement on the land within 

this will not impact on any outer route or branch spread of any trees.  

 

This development has the opportunity to significantly increase the overall 

bio-diversity through the site with the introduction of bat and swift boxes 

on both the trees and on the sports pavilion. This can form an important 

learning tool for the pupils as well as enhancing the natural environment.  

 

As part of any planning permission we would welcome a condition on the 

planning permission advising of the need to carry out a detailed 

assessment and to provide the suggested measures. By undertaking this 

it will also confirm compliance withy UDP Policy D3. 

 
Sustainability  

 

Through the NPPF sustainability is a key and material consideration. 

 

The proposed presents the opportunity to upgrade and replace an 

existing timber building estimated to have been constructed in the 

1950’s, with a modern cedar clad replacement sports pavilion.  

 

By providing this it will contribute to tackling climate change by minimising 

carbon dioxide emissions, adopting sustainable design and construction 

measures. 

Historic Building 

The Conservation Statement categorises the house, curtilage buildings, 

and the landscape with differing levels of ‘significance’ (historic importance). 

The various elements are scored according to the significance of each room 

or element (exceptional, high, medium, low, none). In considering works, 

the significance of an area or element should be taken into account. There 

should be a presumption in favour of developing or changing areas of 

lesser significance where possible. 

The existing sports pavilion is considered to be of low significance and this 

is clearly detailed within the report and assessment. Therefore, to replace it 

with a sympathetic replacement is considered to be acceptable and set 

within this location away from and separated from the Listed Building or the 

open elements of the site through the existing trees is considered an 

appropriate historic and design solution. Storah Architecture consider the 
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proposals to meet both UDP and NPPF guidance as preserving or 

enhancing the Listed Building. 

Design 

Good design is central to all objectives of the NPPF and is specifically 

promoted by the policies contained within Chapter 7, which address both 

general design principles and specific design issues.  The UDP sets out the 

key built environmental policies through Policy BE1 and BE2 which seek to 

retain local identity, provide attractive buildings and ensure it is within the 

materials, scale, density and character of the area. 

The building reflects the surroundings and the use of wood reflects the 

values and materials of the site. Likewise the height, scale massing and 

how the buildings sit within the topography of the site is appropriate. 

 
Secured By Design 

 

The existing building is secure and the replacement building requires no 

extra features. Cognita Schools Ltd have many years experience in 

ensuring high quality and secure design for its students. 

 

No external CCTV cameras are proposed. 

 

The proposal is considered to provide a safe and secure environment 

and to meet the key proposals in Secured by Design.  

 

Transport and Parking 

 

The Transport Assessment with Travel Plan Framework prepared by i-

Transport met the requirements of the last application. This proposal is 

not to increase pupil numbers and merely seeks a replacement and 

appropriately sized sports pavilion to service the pupils sporting 

requirements within the site.  

 

Servicing / Service Management Strategy 

 

The servicing and delivery will be in accordance with existing 

arrangements. No additional servicing or waste requirement swill be 

required as a result of this development. 

 

Refuse and Recycling 
 

There is a significant body of guidance on waste through the NPPF, 

which supersedes PPS10: Planning for Sustainable Waste. The NPPF 

and saved UDP policies require the minimisation of waste, the increase 

in the re-use and recycling and composting of waste, and the reduction 

in the amount of waste disposed at landfill. 
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Refuse and Storage already exists and is adequate for the school and no 

extra provision is required. The provision will remain as existing for the 

school both in terms of quantity and location of facilities, as will waste 

uplift. 

 

Noise 

 

National Guidance is set out through the NPPF and Building Bulletin 93 

‘Acoustic Design of Schools’, BB10 ‘Ventilation in School Buildings’, 

while more local guidance is set out in the UDP Policy EP4. These seek 

to control and minimise noise and disturbance.  

 

This building seeks to replace the existing sports pavilion, which does 

not meet current Building Control standards and are not double glazed.  

 

The proposed building will exceed Part L of the Building regulations, 

having both double glazing and full insulation as well as meeting Building 

Bulletin 93 requirements. The building will have no plant or air 

conditioning and so will not generate any external noise sources. 

 

Inclusive Access 

 

The proposal complies with the policies on inclusive access as set out 

through the NPPF. 

In conclusion, these proposals seek to replace the existing sports 

pavilion with a new fit for purpose cedar timber sports pavilion building 

for the current school roll.  

It will provide for the continued education of the pupils and will be a 

positive gain for the Borough. 

	
  




