





REPORT CONTROL SHEET

Report Version Control

General Report Information
Date of site risk 10" June 2012
assessment

Project lead signature | Andrew Gardner - Director

Date report issued 10" July 2012
Report approved by Andrew Gardner - Director

Whilst all due and reasonable care is taken in the preparation of reports, Envirotech accept no
responsibility whatsoever for any consequences of the release of this report to third parties.

Version Date | Author Description
1.0 10" July 2012 Andrew Gardner Final document issued

Page 3/30

































3.3.1 Bats

The survey was carried out in full accordance with the recommendations in NCC {1987), Mitchell-Jones
(2004) and BCT (2007 and 2012).

This comprised a close inspection of all trees adjacent to or on the site. Trees were assessed for the
suitability of bat roosting according to the number of niches present such as deep cavities, flaky or
deeply fissured bark, hollow stems and location in relation to potential foraging or commuting habitat.
The orientation of the tree and level of shade or nearby obstruction to free flight were also considered
as part of the evaluation process.

Buildings were assessed to determine their likelihood of providing suitable roost sites.

The general habitat at the site was evaluated in terms of its suitability to bats for foraging or
commuting.

A bat activity survey was then undertaken as it was considered necessary to confirm the findings of the
background and daytime walkover survey.

This progressive risk based approach to determining the presence or absence or likely impact on bats
accords with the recommendations of BCT {2007 and 2012) for site assessment.

3.3.2 Badger

The survey method was a scaled down version of the standard badger survey methodology as described
in Harris et al (1989). In practice this comprised a generalised search of the whole site where suitable
habitat was found, to a distance of 30m from the site boundaries, where this was possible, for feeding
signs, habitual runs and footprints, hairs, droppings and latrines, scratching posts and actual setts.

3.3.3 Birds

All nesting birds, other than pest species covered by specific exemptions where they are causing
damage to livestock or crops, are protected from disturbance when actively nesting or rearing
dependant young. A search for past and current nest sites and an assessment of the sites potential to
support nesting birds would reveal the level of past use of the site and likely impact of the
development on nesting/ foraging opportunities for birds. The trees and scrub were all inspected.
Indications of nesting by birds such as terrestrial calling and birds carrying nest or prey items were
recorded.

3.3.4 Plants
The vegetation composition of the site was assessed with key plant and tree species being identified.

3.3.5 Reptiles/ Amphibians

A survey for these species was based on assessing the habitat type and suitability of the site. This
comprised an assessment of satellite imagery for the site and surrounding area as well as comparison of
the results from the records searches with habitat types. The general habitat at the site was evaluated
in terms of its suitability to reptiles and amphibians for foraging or breeding. No ponds are located
within 250m of the site.

3.3.6 Water vole

The canal to the South, outside the site boundary, was assessed for its suitability and for the presence
of water voles. The banks and patches of vegetation on the low-lying ground up to ~5m from the canal
were carefully searched for droppings, feeding remains, runs, burrows and prints. There had been little
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