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Matter 8 – Approach to site allocations and Green Belt release 
 
 
 

Issue  –  Is   the  Plan’s  approach   to  identifying  site  allocations   
(housing,employment  and  mixed  use),   safeguarded  land  and  Green  Belt  

releases soundly based and in line with national policy? 
 

Policy PLP 6 
 
 

a)  Has the Council undertaken a robust and comprehensive assessment of 

development capacity within existing urban areas and other areas outside the 

current Green Belt? 
 
 
 

Much of the Land in the village of Gomersal is within a mining area and most planning 

applications in this area require mining reports and comprehensive investigation work as 
many of the mining works are not mapped. 

Attached are two reports from the then NCB regarding the land at H591 (Appendices 1-6) 
 
To allow development on this Green Belt land could cause the mine workings to be disturbed 

and subsidence to occur to any properties built on the land and potentially any surrounding 
properties. 
 
 
 

ALTERNATIVE SITES 
 

During the public consultation process by Kirklees Council it was suggested that a more 
suitable and larger site locate d less than half a mile from H591 which was known as 

Whiteleys Mill and which has been derelict for a considerable time after being purchased by 
Tesco and now cleared and for sale with residential potential but appears to have been 
ignored by Kirklees. 

 
The Whiteley's Mill site has at least two access points both with good visibility and on to much 

wider and A class highways with passing public transport routes. 
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TRAFFIC ASSESSMENT AND ADVERSE AFFECT ON EXISTING TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
I am of the opinion that the inclusion of site H 591 falls down on at least sub paragraphs 2 

and 3 of the NPPF Guidelines Paragraph 32 
 
 

National Planning Policy Framework 
 

32. All developments that generate significant amounts of movement should be supported by 
a Transport Statement or Transport Assessment. Plans and decisions should take account of 
whether: 

 
 the opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending on 

the nature and location of the site, to reduce the need for major transport 
infrastructure 

 
 safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people 

 

 improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost 
effectively limit the significant impacts of the development. Development 

should only be prevented or refused on transport grounds where the residual 
cumulative impacts of development are severe 

 

 
Site H591 is currently a number of fields within the current Green Belt within the village of 

Gomersal and is bounded by two lanes, Ferrand Lane and Cliffe Lane, Ferrand Lane is narrow 
and unmade giving access to Throstle Nest Farm and Fan Woods Scout and Guide Centre. 
 

Cliffe Lane is tarmac and made up to Highways standard having a speed limit of 30 mph but 
at the Point where access to H591 is proposed is only 21Ft or 6.4 Metres wide and is used as 

access to nearby residential, horticultural and agricultural properties. 
 
To enable access to the site it is proposed to narrow the width of Cliffe Lane even further in 

order to facilitate the required visibility splay as this cannot be achieved with the access 
currently. 
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From 13th August 2013 and 3rd February 2014 Kirklees Council Highways Department 
installed a Speed Indicator Device (SID)  adjacent to the proposed access to H591 (APPENDIX 

A) which recorded that 302,185 vehicles passed this location and average of 1,737 vehicles 
per day. This time period included the Christmas and New Year. 

 
Kirklees Council have approved App 2015/62/94048/E for W.S. Bentley less than quarter of a 
mile west of the site which currently generate up to 16 large HGV movements in Cliffe Lane 

per day, 365 days per year past the proposed access with a Transport and Traffic Plan which 
states that the number of vehicle will increase once the development is complete. 

 
In recent years Kirklees Council approved development of the former Thomas Burnleys Mill 
site for 360 houses less than quarter of a mile east of the site and the former Roundhill Mill 

site for 18 houses approximately quarter of a mile west of the site.  
The traffic generated from these developments use Cliffe Lane. 

 
If the Site H591 is included in the approved Local Plan it is proposed that at least 136 

residential properties will be built, using the National Travel Survey 2002-2014 formulae of 
3.5 vehicle movements per household per day the H591 site would generate an extra 476 
vehicle movements onto an already stretched transport Infrastructure in and surrounding the 

village of Gomersal. 
 

Just this week 22/08/2017 Kirklees Council Pollution Officers have requested the Cabinet to 
declare certain areas Air Quality Management Areas including Birkenshaw and 
Heckmondwike, Gomersal is between these two areas, after pollution levels have been found 

too high and exceed the annual levels of NO2 (Nitrogen Dioxide). The report further states  “ 
Declaring such an area is a legal requirement where pollution levels have been 

shown to exceed the National Air Quality Objectives, which are the pollution limits 
set by Government to comply with European Union directives on air quality and 
health” 

 
The report adds: “The declaration of an AQMA is a positive step for the health of the 

residents of Kirklees as we have identified areas of the borough where there are 
unacceptable levels of pollution and we can then start the process of action 
planning to reduce the levels of pollution in these areas to acceptable levels” 

 
To allow more vehicles onto the roads in such areas is bad for the health of residents and 

countering the work of the Pollution Officers of the same authority. 
The current site H591 is Green Belt and as such does through natural plant photosynthesis 
absorb pollutants from the atmosphere through natural processes and would be lost to 

natural pollution controls if built on.   
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