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Site H177 Land at Birdsedge

1.0 Introduction

Consideration of Rejected Site H177- Land at Birdsedge

1.1 These comments are made in respect of the above on behalf of David

and Dawn Smith.

1.2 The reasons given for rejecting the site are set out below.
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Kirklees Publication Draft Local Plan - Rejected Sites: Housing Kirklees Rural

H177 Site is in Green belt ¥ Green/Brownfield G Settlement Position D Gross Area (Ha)  2.09

Land at Springfield Farm, Penistone Road, Birds Edge Employment Floorspace Housing Capacity 67

Transport - Access achievable provided that necessary visibility splays are provided.

Public Health . The site is within a ward that does not have significant concerns relating to health indicators and land use planning

Education . Decreasing trends for primary and modest decrease in secondary. The capacity of this site could impact on school place
planning.

Historic Env . Close to known archaeclogical site

Flood/drainage - No significant issues. Drainage masterplan advised.
Env Protection . No objections raised.

Biodiversity . Woodland - Habitat of Principal Importance on periphery of site. To be removed from net area.

Other constraints . None identified.

Open space N/A

Green belt . This site is closely associated with the existing settlement of Birds Edge but is poorly configured in relation to it and would

not constitute infill for the purposes of national planning policy. The site could not be released in isolation and the Local
Plan strategy does not include the removal of Birds Edge from the green belt.

Green belt edge N/A
Exceptional Circumstances There are no exceptional circumstances to justify the removal of this site or any part of this site from the green belt
Conclusion

This site is closely associated with the existing settlement of Birds Edge but s poorly configured in relation to it and would not constitute infill for
the purposes of national planning policy. The site could not be released in isolation and the Local Plan strategy does not include the removal of
Birds Edge from the green belt.

H2623 Site is in Green belt Y Green/Brownfield G Settlement Position D Gross Area (Ha) 7.4
Land to the east of Colne Valley High School, Heath Road, Linthwaite Employment Floorspace Housing Capacity 125
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1.5 It can be seen from the above that the only red relates to the site being in the Green
Belt. This is because the Council are making no change to the washed over settlement
in the Kirklees Unitary Development plan where some settlements in the district are
washed over as Green Belt and some are inset.

1.6 During the initial Green Belt Hearings, the Council justified the washing over on
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Site H177 Land at Birdsedge

1.7

1.8

1.9

sustainability grounds. We consider this proposition to be flawed for a number of
reasons. Sustainability has many dimensions and we believe that the Council are
viewing this too narrowly and denying such settlements an opportunity to have limited
growth and remain sustainable.

Birdsedge is primarily a linear development with a number of gaps that could provide
some limited development. Site H177 is one such gap. The Council’s current approach
does not identify Birdsedge as a village thus even denying the opportunity of
considering infill development. This is on the back of the settlement being in a remote
location with limited facilities. It should be noted that Birdsedge currently has a Junior
school.

We find this proposition perverse given the character of Kirklees. Kirklees is a
Metropolitan area where major conurbations and services are not too far away from
settlements. Birdsedge lies within the rural part of the district. It is illogical to have
Birdsedge washed over and Hade Edge inset. There are comparisons between both
settlements in terms of services but Birdsedge appears closer to nearby larger
settlements and facilities.

Neighbouring Calderdale have similar washed over settlements in their current dated
Unitary Development Plan but we understand are proposing to inset all settlements in
their emerging Local Plan. Kirklees should do the same with all their washed over
settlements to allow for limited development opportunities and assist in sustaining

these settlements.

1.10 Given the above, we respectfully request that the village of Birdsedge is inset from the
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Site H177 Land at Birdsedge

Green Belt and site H177 is allocated for housing in the Kirklees Local Plan
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