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1.0 Engagement / Consultation

Engagement / Consultation to Date

The scheme is included in the Council’s Draft Local Plan and, as of writing is currently subject
to an Examination in Public; the decision is not expected until late 2018.

To date, consultation and engagement with key stakeholders has taken place at several
levels regarding the various transport schemes in the WY+TF.

Public Engagement Exercise

An engagement exercise was undertaken from 5 March 2018 to 23 March 2018, with over
1200 letters being sent to local residents and businesses along the A62 corridor. The
opinions of a wide range of stakeholders were sought which included:

e 800 residents

¢ 400 businesses

e Elected members

e Relevant Kirklees Council officers

e WYCA

e Bus operators

e Highways England

e Environment Agency

e West Yorkshire Ambulance Service

e West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service
e West Yorkshire Police

e Utility companies

e Draft Local Plan statutory consultees

The following tables provide a summary of the engagement exercise and questionnaire
responses in relation to the scheme prior to the submission of the Outline Business Case to
WYCA for approval of Activity 3.



Table 1 Responses from Residents

Issue Raised
Alter speed limit from 40mph to 30mph

Response |
Will include as part of the TRO

Concerns over cyclists using the footway

Comment noted

Provision of Bus Shelters

Will be accommodated within the scheme where
footway width will allow

Signage and access to towpath

Will investigate where this would be possible
along the corridor

Resurfacing towpath

To be included within the scheme, will liaise with
Canals and Rivers Trust

Resurfacing footways

Can be accommodated within the scheme

“KEEP CLEAR" signage needs to be altered to
yellow boxes

Can be accommodated

Parking needs to be provided for all residents

Will investigate

Some bus stops do not have shelters

Will be accommodated within the scheme where
footway width will allow

Current cycle lane does not get used very often

Comment noted

Review the signage on Leeds Road with regards
to billboards, posters and flags

Comment noted

Cars speeding at night

Comment noted

Pedestrian protection from traffic

Comment noted

Noise and vibration concerns for properties
within close proximity

Comment noted

Table 2 Responses from Businesses

Issue Raised

Bus stop located outside Taylor Brothers Ltd
causes issues with unloading/loading of vehicles,
can the bus stop be relocated

Response \
Comment noted

Cycle lane is a sham, is a hindrance to business
and residents yet offers minimum benefit to
cyclists. It is not maintained or well used

Comment noted

Bus lanes — are created but not monitored. Are
allowed to be used by taxis

Comment noted. Will be investigated

Agrees with enhanced landscaping but disagrees
with the revenue stream of billboards, flags,
posters, roundabout sponsorship

Comment noted

Incorporate yellow box markings at Red Doles
Lane junction

Can be accommodated, will investigate other
junctions to see if it requires incorporated along
the whole corridor




Changes made as a result of engagement

Bus shelters will be incorporated to existing bus stops wherever footway width allows. These
new bus shelters will also include real time information.

Also as a result of the comments received new access to the canal towpath will be investigated
in terms of feasibility. Improved signage to the canal towpath will also be looked at. As well as
this the canal towpath can potentially be resurfaced as part of the scheme, however,
discussions with the Canals and Rivers Trust will need to take place in order to determine the
next steps forward. Issues around the current surface of the footways were raised, as part of
the scheme the footways will be resurfaced, addressing these issues. Another issue that was
raised was around parking provision for residents, this will be investigated.

Comments were raised relating to the ‘KEEP CLEAR’ markings being ineffective currently and
potentially need to be changed to yellow boxes, this will be included within the scheme. Yellow
box markings will also be incorporated into the Red Doles Lane junction and it will investigated
as to whether there are further junctions that require yellow box markings to be included in
the scheme design.
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Kirklees Council

Investment & Regeneration

Civic Centre 3
Huddersfield

Tel: 01484 221000
www.major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
www.kirklees.gov.uk

<Name>

<Job title> Date: 5% March 2018
<Address line 1>

<Address line 2>

<Town>

<Post code>

<greeting line>

A62 Smart Corridor Phase 1 — Early Engagement

Kirklees Council welcomes your views on a plan to improve traffic flows on the existing A62 Leeds
Road.

Why are the improvements needed?

As you will know, the A62 Leeds Road is severely congested at peak traffic times. Average travel
speeds are both unreliable and slow. If you are a regular user of the A62, you will no doubt be aware
of the queuing traffic, delays at junctions and lack of facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.

What is proposed?

The A62 Leeds Road scheme is in the early development stage, but we are using the results of
previous studies we have done at the junctions to create a concept design. We are currently
considering a series of traffic improvements at the signalled junctions down Leeds Road. The main
benefits of the scheme will be to:

Reduce traffic and congestion;

Reduce the potential for accidents;

Improve air quality;

Improve conditions for local residents and businesses;

Improve conditions for cyclists and pedestrians;

Improve bus reliability and services;

Enable access to land for new housing and economic development.

Given that we knew we wanted to make improvements along the route over the next few years, the
Council encouraged Northern Gas to do their network replacement works well before our roadworks
would be implemented. However, not wanting to waste money we have talked to them about



incorporating some minor improvements into their re-instatement works at the Old Fieldhouse Lane
junction, so that they are not replacing the signals, only for the Council to have to dig them up later.
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Who is promoting the scheme?

Early last year, Kirklees Council submitted an Expression of Interest for the A62 Leeds Road corridor,
as this is one of our most heavily congested routes. The expression of interest was accepted and is
now being looked at alongside a submission to the European Regional Development Fund for
additional funding to incorporate Green Infrastructure into any improvements that are ultimately
proposed.

This multi-million pound scheme is being promoted by Kirklees Council, as Local Highway Authority,
but is supported and funded by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority. The Council has currently
secured funding to investigate how we can improve things, but the detailed design will only be
undertaken when we have considered feedback from users, businesses, and residents on Leeds Road.
We are hopeful we can then develop a detailed scheme, secure the full funding from the West
Yorkshire Combined Authority and start on site as early as 2019.

The funding will not come out of the Council’s budget; therefore, this scheme will not have an impact
on other Council services.

Your chance to Have Your Say!

We are now seeking opinions and thoughts from you as a local business owner, resident, or regular
users of the A62 to help inform the development of a design.

Given the issues we know about in this area, the following measures may provide a solution:

Improved junctions — widening / narrowing, easing kerb lines to allow better access;
Improved signals — new technology;

Relocation of existing bus stops, pedestrian crossings;

Introduction of segregated cycle lanes (or shared cycle / footways, or on-road cycle provision;
and

e Enhanced landscaping

More information on our proposals can be found at:

www.kirklees.gov.uk/majorschemes

Given the funding and timescale constraints, we will not be able to provide a new bypass or major
lengths of additional carriageway. All works are expected at this stage to be within the existing
highway boundary, but we may be able to move kerb lines slightly and make more efficient use of the
existing highway space. There are NO proposals for the demolition of property.

We want to know where you feel the highway can be improved or where particular issues give you
concern so that we can investigate and see if we can take measures to alleviate your concerns.
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We are aware that we cannot always reach every member of the community, therefore, if you think
others may be interested, please pass this information to local neighbours, friends or community
groups and ask them to contact us as well.

As part of the public engagement process, I should be grateful for your comments on the proposals by
email or in writing to:

Email: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
Write: FREEPOST Kirklees Council, Major Transport Scheme

Please return your comments or observations by Friday 23 March 2018

Yours faithfully

Tracey Brewer

Project Manager

Kirklees Council

Investment and Regeneration
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Do you agree that the A62 Leeds Road requires highway improvements?

Yes
No

If No please state why:

Which best describes your interest on the A62 Leeds Road Corridor Scheme

I am a local resident of the area
I own a business along the A62
I am a regular user of the A62

I am an occasional visitor

Other please specify

Please print your name, address and post code
Name
Address

Post Code




o)

Kirklees

COUNCIL

3. Do you agree or disagree with the proposed aims of the scheme?

Proposal

Agree

Disagree

To improve journey time

Improve pedestrian access and facilities

Improve provision for cycling

Public Transport provision and facilities

Enhanced Landscaping

If the answer to any of the above is disagree, please state why:

Please return your comments by FRIDAY 23 MARCH 2018 to:

Email: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk or
Write: FREEPOST Kirklees Council, Major Transport Scheme
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A62 Smart Corridor Phase 1
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

What is the A62 Smart Corridor Phase 1 scheme?
The scheme is a package of measures, which seeks to address the causes of vehicle-

based congestion along the A62 Leeds Road, thus reducing and making journey times
more reliable. At the same time, the scheme will also look to improve facilities for
residents, businesses, and users whilst also improving the Leeds Road environment.

Where is the scheme? Is it the full length of Leeds Road?

The scheme starts at the junction of Huddersfield Ring Road / Southgate /
Northumberland Street and ends at the junction of A62 / Old Fieldhouse Lane; a corridor
length of approximately 2.0km. Along this corridor are several key junctions, nhamely:

Huddersfield Ring Road / Southgate / Northumberland Street;
Leeds Road / Lower Fitzwilliam Street / Gasworks Street;
Leeds Road / Thistle Street / Hillhouse Lane;

Leeds Road / St Andrews Road;

Leeds Road / Bradley Mills Road / Barr Street;

Leeds Road / Bradley Mills Road / Red Doles Lane;

Leeds Road / Old Fieldhouse Lane

Why do we need to do something?

The Council has a statutory duty under the Traffic Management Act to consider options
that improve traffic flow. The A62 Leeds Road is one of the key routes into Huddersfield;
it is a corridor with one of the largest movements of people in the Kirklees area by all
modes and the least spare capacity to accommodate that movement. The existing road
network is unable to cope at peak times, which is leading to significant delays and
congestion. Compound the current issues with the projected natural growth and future
development needs and it becomes evident that interventions are necessary to help
existing traffic and allow for future growth.

What will it involve?

At this stage, there has been no decision made on any details of the scheme, although
given the constraints in the area and the land available, there is limited scope for major
alterations e.g. a bypass or major road widening. Given the known challenges in the area
and the impact that congestion is having on journey times etc. it is likely that the scheme
will involve the following:

» Improvements to the signalled junctions;
» Improvements to kerb lines at junctions to ease movement;
» Improvements to pedestrian crossings;
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Improvements to cycle provision (either on or off highway);
Improvements to bus provision

Resurfacing, new lining and signing

Inclusion of landscaping (Green Infrastructure) along the route

5. What will this achieve?

The principal aims of the scheme will be to: @ Irklees

—/
Reduce traffic and congestion; COUNCIL

Reduce the potential for accidents and improve severance;
Improve air quality;

Improve conditions for local residents and businesses;

Improve conditions for cyclists and pedestrians;

Improve bus reliability and services; and

Enable access to land for housing and employment developments

6. Who is paying for the scheme? Where is the money coming from?
The project is to be funded by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA). Kirklees
Council has to submit a business case to the WYCA for their approval for the scheme to
proceed. If successful, we will receive the funding allocated to the scheme through the
West Yorkshire plus Transport Fund.

We WILL NOT be using Council tax or other Council revenue streams, therefore, funding
this scheme will not impact on other Council services.

7. Whatis the West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA)?
The Combined Authority was formed in April 2014 to be the driving force for economic
growth across the West Yorkshire and the City of York Council area. The West Yorkshire
Combined Authority brings together key decision-making powers into a single body. To
find out more visit: www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk.

8. Can the money be spent on any other projects?
The A62 Leeds Road scheme has funding provisionally allocated earmarked from the
West Yorkshire plus Transport Fund and therefore the funding will not able to be spent
on any other proposals or scheme. If WYCA do not accept the scheme’s business case,
then the scheme cannot go ahead and the money earmarked for this project will be
allocated elsewhere in the region; not necessarily in Kirklees.

9. When will you have the detailed design?
Following the consultation, feedback received will be considered and options for
improvement will be apprised in accordance with guidelines approved by the Department
for Transport (DfT).The current intention is to hold a public exhibition in late
summer/early autumn 2018 to publicise a proposed scheme. The public exhibition is to
seek further input into the preferred scheme and to illustrate the quantified benefits it
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10.

will deliver, and give residents another opportunity to comment on the design before it

is finalised.

When will you start work on the improvements?

If we get approval, it is anticipated that work could commence on
site as early as March 2019 with all works being completed by
2020.

6 Kirklees

COUNCIL
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Will my comments be considered?

The Council has secured initial funding to develop the business case and undertake
transport modelling. Your comments will help inform a scheme which aims to address
not only the underlying highway issues but also the needs of local residents, business
owners, and commuters. By having your say and sharing your views we will be able to
ensure that the priorities and thoughts you have on your area are reflected in any scheme
design.

Who can take part? Can I tell other people to take part?

We welcome the opinions and feedback of anyone. Whether you travel by public
transport, walk, drive or cycle, are a business owner or just travel through the area, your
views and insight is valuable to us to shape our scheme. Please share the link
www.kirklees.gov.uk/majorschemes with anyone you think would be interested in taking
part. If you intend to submit a joint response on behalf of a group/organisation, please
share the link with your colleagues so they can have the opportunity to provide an
individual response.

When can I take part?
The consultation is running until FRIDAY 23 MARCH 2018

How can I take part?

You can take part by visiting our website: www.kirklees.gov.uk/majorscheme, and
selecting the A62 Smart Corridor Phase 1 scheme to review all the latest information. In
addition, post a copy of the questionnaire to: Freepost Kirklees Council, Major Transport
Scheme or email: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk.

When will we find out the results? What will you do with the results? Will you
keep me updated on progress?

After the consultation period closes on 23 March 2018, responses will collated and
analysed. A consultation summary report will be prepared and posted on our website
www.kirklees.gov.uk/majorscheme. We will consider the feedback and a ‘You Said We
Did’ report will be prepared and posted on-line to provide an opportunity to see which
elements will be taken forward and incorporated into the scheme design or not. In the
event we cannot incorporate your design, we will provide a response as to why.

At this stage it is intended that area wide information will be posted to residents and
business to keep them informed on progress and also maintain our webpage
www.kirklees.gov.uk/majorscheme with all the latest information regarding the scheme
and you are invited to check back and see the progress there as it happens.
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