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Group and daycare Self Evaluation tool for:
Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment - is about the effectiveness of your assessment and teaching mechanisms to ensure that children are showing the characteristics of effective learning.
Based on your own self-evaluation it may be useful to highlight the relevant aspects of the Ofsted grade descriptors below
Grade descriptors for Outstanding
Grade descriptors for Good
Requires Improvement
Inadequate: Provision is likely to be inadequate if one or more of the following apply: 
	All practitioners have very high expectations of what each child can achieve, including the most able and the most disadvantaged.

Teaching is consistently of a very high quality, inspirational and worthy of dissemination to others; it is highly responsive to children’s needs.  
Practitioners use their expert knowledge of the areas of learning and deep understanding of how children learn to provide rich, varied and imaginative experiences that enthuse, engage and motivate children to learn.
Accurate assessment, including through high quality observations, is rigorous and sharply focused and includes all those involved in the child’s learning and development. Where appropriate, children are involved in the process. Information from assessment is used to secure timely interventions and support, based on a comprehensive knowledge of the child and their family.
Provision across all areas of learning is planned meticulously and based on regular and precise assessments of children’s achievement so that every child undertakes highly challenging activities.
Highly successful strategies engage parents, including those from different groups, in their children’s learning, both in the setting and at home.
Practitioners provide an exceptional range of resources and activities that reflect and value the diversity of children’s experiences. They actively challenge gender, cultural and racial stereotyping and help children gain an understanding of people, families and communities beyond their immediate experience.
	The extremely sharp focus on helping children to acquire communication and language skills, and on supporting their physical, personal, social and emotional development, gives children the foundations for future learning.
	Practitioners have high expectations of all children based on accurate assessment of children’s skills, knowledge and understanding when they join the setting. 

The quality of teaching is consistently strong. Practitioners have a secure knowledge and understanding of how to promote the learning and development of young children and what they can achieve. 
Practitioners make regular and precise assessments of children’s learning that they use effectively to plan suitably challenging activities. They observe carefully, question skilfully and listen perceptively to children during activities in order to re-shape activities and give children explanations that improve their learning. 
Practitioners teach the basics well and support children to learn the communication and language skills and develop the physical, personal, social and emotional skills they need for the next steps in their learning. Where appropriate, early literacy skills and mathematical development are promoted effectively to ensure that children are ready for school.
The key person system works effectively to engage parents, including those who may be more reluctant to contribute, in their children’s learning. Parents contribute to initial assessments of children’s starting points on entry and they are kept well informed about their children’s progress. Parents are encouraged to support and share information about their children’s learning and development at home. 
Practitioners provide a wide range of opportunities for children to learn about people and communities beyond their immediate experience. Resources and activities reflect and value the diversity of children’s backgrounds and experiences.
	The provision is not yet good. 
	Any breaches of the statutory requirements do not have a significant impact on children’s learning and development
	Expectations are not high enough and so children are not well prepared for school or the next stage of their learning.
Some practitioners have a poor understanding of the prime and/or specific areas of learning and/or knowledge of how to promote children’s learning and development. This results in ineffective teaching that is not matched to children’s needs.
Breaches of the statutory requirements have a significant impact on children’s learning and development.
Information from assessment is not accurate and not well used to enable children to make the progress they should. 
Practitioners do not promote equality and diversity or extend children’s understanding of communities beyond their immediate environment. 
	Strategies for engaging parents in their child’s learning and development are weak and focus too much on care practices. As a result, parents do not know what their child is learning or how they can help them improve.









	
Consider the following to support evaluation, evidencing and improvement of the quality of your provision in relation to ‘Teaching, learning and assessment’
Aspect of Provision
 As a leader and manager I know how well all practitioners are able to demonstrate and talk about how teaching, learning and assessment supports………
Possible supporting evidence 
Additional supporting evidence 
Actions that we are taking to address areas for development
Date Completed
Setting Vision and Ethos
Staff to have consistently high expectations of what each child can achieve, including the most able and the most disadvantaged.
	Staff to have a secure understanding of the EYFS in relation to the age related expectations, needs and interests of the group they are working with. 
	The use of effective routines that do not provide barriers to children’s involvement in their learning.

Planning 
Staff and peer observations
Children’s files
Parental contributions, feedback, consultation records
Starting points, progress and achievement tracking
2 year old reviews
Vulnerable groups tracking
SEND plans and agency information
Newsletters
Evidence to support home learning activities
Transition documents
Feedback from schools 
Supervision notes
Time tables
External audits of provision
Development plans
Policies and procedures
CPD log





Observation, assessment and planning




Observational assessment of children's starting points on entry to the setting which is gathered from looking at what children already know, understand and can do, and is informed by their parents and previous providers, as appropriate.
	The effective  use of assessment information to inform planning 
	Timely completion of the required developmental progress check between the ages of two and three years.





Teaching and Learning















A learning environment that is organised effectively and provides stimulation, challenge and choice.
	Consistently ‘good’ or ‘better’ teaching across the setting
	High quality staff interactions that sustain learning opportunities and support early language acquisition.
	Children to show their enjoyment and demonstrate the characteristics of effective learning
	Children to acquire the skills and capacity to develop and learn effectively, and to be ready for the next stages in their learning, especially school where applicable. 
	Development in the Prime Areas, especially for younger children.

	





Partnership with parents


Each keyperson to have an effective relationship which enables parental involvement in their child’s learning
	Parents to understand how children are doing in relation to their age and what they need to do to progress.
	Engagement with parents that supports their child’s learning.

	




Equality of Opportunity and Inclusion
The identification of children who are falling behind in their learning or who need additional support; and enables them to make good progress and achieve well.
	Equality of opportunity and recognition of diversity.
	





Setting Self-Assessment of quality:
Based on self-evaluation I feel that the settings current practice and provision for: ‘Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment’ is:
(Record date(s) in appropriate section(s) below)
Outstanding
Good
Requires Improvement
Inadequate



