Greenhead College
Greenhead College is a sixth form college,
founded in 1980. It accommodates 2,600 16-19
year old students. The college is located beside
Greenhead Park, which is one of the largest
parks in Huddersfield.
A new Science and Maths building was opened
by the Duke of Kent in 2013.
The infamous statue named ‘Gladys’ originally
situated on the side of the Science Building has
recently changed location to the outside of the
newly constructed Rostron Building.
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Greenhead College main
entrance
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Greenhead College extension

Greenhead College art block

Sculpture of Gladys

Greenhead College Heritage Open Day

Phasing plans
1908
The urban form of Greenhead College has
evolved since it’s status as Greenhead Hall. The
figure ground diagrams below show the urban
form of Greenhead School for Girls, constructed
following the demolition of Greenhead Hall. In
1908 the site comprised of unconsolidated
buildings, with two slightly larger blocks
and multiple smaller blocks surrounding the
development. The main school building was a
two storey structure built of stone.

1960
After WWI the school operated as a row of timber
hutted classrooms until remodelling began in
1960. After WWII, a new wing called Rosemary
House was built comprising of dining and kitchen
facilities and further classrooms.

The school was positioned not far from the centre
of town and is situated on rising ground which
adjoins Greenhead Park. Aside from the main
school buildings, hockey pitch and tennis courts,
the site consisted of trees and shrubberies.
Beyond the site boundary urban development
remained limited, with few buildings to the east
and west. It is evident there were no buildings
along Greenhead Road to the south of the site
and less surprisingly no urban development to
the north, Greenhead Park area.

Greenhead School for Girls has increased
building density and consolidated the urban form
of the site with a larger building mass to the east
and a elongated block running parallel to the
west. Within the courtyard area smaller buildings
sit between the two larger blocks.

The original building had a number of
deficiencies, including a small hall / gymnasium of
1,620sqft, library facilities were improvised in two
classrooms and there were an insufficient number
of practical rooms.

1908

Image Label
1960
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1970
The densification of building mass continues into
the 1970s, with extensions to Greenhead School
for Girls to the north, closer to Greenhead Park
and infill development within the courtyard area.
The main building mass remains central to the
site.

2004
Founded in 1980 Greenhead College has
replaced Greenhead School for Girls although
much of the urban form remains the same.
Further infill development has occurred between
building masses and buildings have extended
north and south towards the red line boundary.
The building mass remains east facing. To the
west of the site a smaller urban block has been
constructed.

1970

Image Label
2004
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Circa 1960s
onwards

Greenhead College building phases
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Photographic Survey of the Site and Surrounding Area

Image Label

Viewpoint locations
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Key viewpoints surrounding the site are identified
on the plan on the previous page. These views
include the non designated former Greenhead
High School for Girls, Greenhead Park
Conservation Area, and the Grade 2 Registered
Park and Garden, Greenhead Park.

1)

2)

Entrance to Greenhead College

View along Park Drive South from Park Avenue
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3)

4)

View looking south

Park Drive south

5)

6)

Water feature within Greenhead Park

Trinity Street south
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The photographs on the following pages provide
an overview of the existing main College building
(the former Greenhead High School for Girls)
and its context, including landscaping, car park,
service areas, adjacent buildings and internal
spaces.

View of driveway

View of car park from front of the former School building

View from upper floor

Sports field

View of servicing access

Rear of the former School building

Rear of the former School building
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Main hall

Corridor

Stairway

Main hall

Conservatory

Central corridor

Conservatory
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Assessment of the Significance of the Heritage Assets
Heritage Interest
Archaeological interest
The pre application did not request
archaeological assessment for this site.
There do not appear to have been previous
desktop assessments or archaeological surveys
carried out for this site, as part of previous
applications.
Architectural and artistic interest
As a building of importance within the Greenhead
Park Conservation Area, the former Greenhead
High School for Girls has architectural and artistic
interest. Although unlisted, the building can be
considered a landmark within Greenhead Park
Conservation Area.
Architecturally, the Edwardian façades of the
former Greenhead High School for Girls which
remain intact today are characterful and of
significance. This is particularly true of the
primary east elevation. Features are typical of
this era and the stone construction with slate roof
reflects the local context and character of the rest
of the Conservation Area.
However, modern interventions which adjoin
the north and west elevations obscure large
parts of the historic fabric and detract from the
building’s significance. The southern and eastern
elevations are visible and largely intact – the
east is still understood as the principal elevation,
although views out are limited due to the mature
trees around the site. Windows and doors are
later replacements and roof lights have been
added.
The plan form of three wings including central hall
to rear can still be read from above, however, the
modern extensions impede understanding of this
original plan form. The building can no longer be
appreciated as a standalone structure on the site.

Greenhead Park remains an important backdrop
for the former Greenhead High School for Girls
building. Although the site is separated from
the Park by Park Drive South and the previous
Greenhead Hall buildings on the site have since
been demolished, it is important that proposals
enhance and celebrate where possible the
historic connection between the Park and the
Greenhead College site.

The area itself reflects wider social and cultural
movements, as concerns with public health
and access to recreation developed following
the nineteenth century Industrial Revolution,
during which Huddersfield’s population grew
fourfold. Urban growth in a period of poor
sanitary conditions led to public health issues.
Following the opening of the UK’s first public
parks in the 1840s, Greenhead Park was opened
to the public later in 1884 largely to the credit of
the Mayor of Huddersfield, Alderman Thomas
Denham J. P. and other reformers. Greenhead
Park became an important place for town life and
music became an important facet supporting the
brass band culture.

Historic interest
The former Greenhead High School for Girls
is neither nationally nor locally listed but is
nonetheless of historic value within the area. The
former Greenhead High School for Girls holds
historic interest through its associations with
the former Greenhead Hall on the site, and its
occupants, including John Fligg Brigg, the three
times mayor of Huddersfield. It also has historic
interest though its association with the laying out
of Greenhead Park, a significant public park.

The relationship between the former Greenhead
High School for Girls and Greenhead Park, a
Grade II Registered Park and Garden, reinforces
the site’s historic importance.

Developed on the grounds of the former
Greenhead Hall, Greenhead College occupies an
important site within the conservation area and
the town.
The first Greenhead Hall was built in 1523, the
second hall was built in 1720 and third built in
1820. In 1908 Greenhead Hall was demolished.
The main school building opened in 1909 to
designs of the borough engineer K.F. Campbell
as a Municipal High School for Girls. This
became Greenhead High School for Girls before
becoming Greenhead College.
Huddersfield was largely owned by a single land
owner, the Ramsden Estate. Greenhead Hall and
its estate was bought by the Ramsdens in 1848.
The Ramsdens local agent saw the potential
of Greenhead Hall - on rising land, upwind
from the industrial town - as a prime site for
housing redevelopment. Greenhead Park and
Greenhead Hall were originally part of the same
estate.
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Setting
To the east of the site there is a formal pedestrian
approach which wraps around the car park to the
main building visitor entrance and primary student
entrance. To the west there is a oversized all
weather pitch and some recent tree planting to
the western boundary. The former caretaker’s
house is sited at the southern boundary of the
site off Greenhead Road. A mature array of trees
sits to the south western, southern and south
eastern boundary forming a strong perimeter tree
line.
The setting of the building has changed – once
approached via lawns / trees and carriage drive,
now looks out across car parking, on a planted
terrace. However, its position set up at the
higher part of the site, and with mature perimeter
planting can still be appreciated.
The trees along the site’s boundary are of
substantial amenity value as they contribute to
the setting of Greenhead School for Girls and the
character of the Conservation Area.

1910s

2020
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Setting of Heritage Assets Surrounding the Site
Identifying Heritage Assets and Their Significance
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Listed buildings
1 Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity
Hospital
2 Formerly Wentworth School
3 Gatepiers to Number 30
4 Huddersfield War Memorial
5 Bandstand in Greenhead Park
6 Conservatory behind lodge on corner of Park
Avenue
7 Trinity Street Lodge on corner of park avenue
8 Park gates and gatepiers to Trinity Street
9 Huddersfield Boer War Memorial
10 Fountain in Centre of Greenhead Park
opposite entrance to Vernon Avenue
11 105 Trinity Street
12 103 Trinity Street
13 95-99 Trinity Street
14 80-86 Trinity Street
15 104 and 106 Trinity Street
16 118 Trinity Street
17 120 Trinity Street
18 121 and 123 Fitzwilliam Street
19 126 Trinity Street
20 122-124 Trinity Street
21 144 Fitzwilliam Street
22 142 Fitzwilliam Street
23 136 Fitzwilliam Street
24 134 Fitzwilliam Street
25 132 Fitzwilliam Street
26 130 Fitzwilliam Street
27 126 Fitzwilliam Street
28 128-134 Trinity Street
29 Wall and gatepiers to numbers 128, 130 and
132
30 Lamppost on corner of Park Drive
31 Outer gatepiers to Church of the Holy Trinity
32 Inner gates and gate piers to Holy Trinity
churchyard, lamppost in churchyard east of
chancel and lychgate
33 Trinity House
34 Church of Holy Trinity
35 Highfield Funeral Home
36 156 Trinity Street
37 158 and 160 Trinity Street
38 162 and 164 Trinity Street
39 141-161 Trinity Street
40 Milestone Outside number 163 and gatepiers
to number 163
41 163 Trinity Street
42 Park gates and gatepiers at marsh fold

Conservation areas
Greenhead Park Conservation Area (this includes
the site area) and Springwood immediately to the
south of the site.
Registered Parks and Gardens
Greenhead Park - Grade II
Heritage assets with the potential to be
affected by the proposed development
The following heritage assets have the potential
to be affected by the proposed development.
This has been informed by an assessment of
the setting, key views surrounding the site, and
intervisibility between the proposed development
and the surrounding heritage assets:
• Greenhead Park - Grade II Registered Park
and Garden
• Huddersfield Boer War Memorial - Grade II
• Conservatory behind lodge on corner of Park
Avenue - Grade II
• Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity
Hospital - - Grade II
• Greenhead Park Conservation Area (the site
is located within the Conservation Area)
The significance of these heritage assets and
their settings is described on the following pages.
Other heritage assets within the area would not
be affected by the development due to their
distance from the site, intervening built form, the
topography of the site, scale of the proposed
development, and the mature trees surrounding
the site.
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Greenhead Park
Grade 2 Registered Park and Garden
Historic development
Discussions concerning Huddersfield’s need
for a public park appear to have taken place
as early as 1858 when Sir John William
Ramsden proposed the establishment of a
park on the Springwood estate. The conditions
which accompanied the offer were deemed
unacceptable and little further action took place
until shortly after the town had been incorporated
into a Borough in 1868 when the arguments for
a public park were revived. These were primarily
instigated by the Alderman and JP, Thomas
Denham, who, having viewed the housing
developments proposed by the Ramsden Estate
for the parkland of Greenhead Hall (standing
north-west of the centre of Huddersfield),
recommended that the Corporation should buy
the land for use as a public park.
Concerns over the cost and conditions delayed
the purchase from Sir John Ramsden. From
1870 to 1873 however Denham rented the land,
provided rustic seats and a concert platform,
and opened it to the public for recreational use.
The Corporation took over the tenancy in 1873
and in 1884 bought an area of c12ha comprising
the current park with the exception of the tennis
courts and bowling greens, which were added in
1927.
In 1882, the perimeter road around the park,
Park Drive, was set out. Work began in 1883 on
the laying out of the park itself under the direction
of the Borough Surveyor, Mr Dugdales, and it
was formally opened to the public in September
1884. By 1890 (OS) most of the site had been
laid out and the majority of the park’s distinctive
elements had been established. Prominent
features included the principal east / west path,
which terminated in the monumental, two sided
promenade terrace, and the five fishponds,
bridges, and arbours. The timber bandstand on
its stone platform, and the stone fountain basin in
the Italian Gardens were also in place.

Entrances and approaches
The park has one principal entrance. This is
situated at the east end of the west to east
promenade and is c15m from the junction
between Trinity Street and Park Avenue. Stone
gate piers remain although the gates are missing.
The stone built lodge, in Swiss style, is situated
c10m to the south of the entrance.

The park was extended westwards in 1927
to include an open strip of land between Park
Drive and Gledholt Road. As a result, the
north west stretch of Park Drive was absorbed
into the circulation of the park. A pavilion was
constructed to the east of what had been Park
Drive to serve new tennis courts and bowling
greens. The park remains (2000) in public
ownership.

Vehicular access is also provided at the north
west corner of the site. This entrance is marked
by stone gate piers that are similar in design to
those at the east entrance, although they were
erected after the west extension was added in
1927. The original gates are missing from this
entrance also. Pedestrian access to the north of
the park is gained via an entrance on Park Drive,
opposite Vernon Avenue.

Description
The park is c13.5ha in area and is located c
800m north west of Huddersfield Town Hall. The
site is irregular in shape. The park is bordered
on the north east and south by Park Drive. On
the north of the park, Park Drive runs parallel
to Trinity Street which continues to form the
southern end of the park’s north east boundary.
The short east boundary is against Park Avenue
and the west boundary is marked by Gledholt
Road. The addition of the tennis and bowling
facilities in 1927 necessitated the integration
of the west length of Park Drive into the park’s
internal circulation and the west boundary was
moved to Gledholt Road. The boundary between
the park and the perimeter roads is marked by a
low stone wall, the top of which shows evidence
of railings that are now (2000) missing.

Gardens and pleasure grounds
The park is divided into two main sections, to the
north and the south. The south of the park is laid
out with ornamental landscape features whilst the
north is open and provides space for games and
other uses.
The south section of the park is arranged around
a central axis which runs west from the lodge
gates at the east corner of Trinity Street and
terminates at the monumental terrace c320m to
the west south west. The terrace’s impact on the
park is emphasised by the war memorial. Views
extend eastwards from the terrace towards the
town. The central axis is complemented by a
serpentine circulation system which links together
various features to north and south of the broad
path. Some 180m south west of the lodge the
central path is carried over the serpentine path
by a bridge; the roughcast balustrade remains
although the arch is now filled in (2000). A
serpentine perimeter path extends around the
park from Park Drive.

The ground slopes from a high point in the north
west down to the south east towards the lodge,
east gate, and town centre. The north east
boundary is set on a bank which hides Park Drive
from the park. This allows an exchange of views
between the park and substantial stone built villas
on Park Drive whose fronts overlook the park.
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In the south section of the park, the majority
of the historic features are retained in the area
north of the central axis. A stone fountain basin
surrounded by banked bedding out displays
lies c100m north west of the lodge. A Boer
War memorial statue, unveiled in 1905, stands
c60m north west of the lodge. The timber
bandstand, in Japanese style, is set on a stone
apron c210m west of the lodge and the remains
of an arbour and viewing platform stand c80m
north-west of the bandstand. The Temperance
Drinking Fountain, presented by the Huddersfield
Temperance Society in 1885, is c40m to the
south-west of the bandstand. The largest
fishpond, located between the bandstand and
the arbour, is now (2000) filled in.
One pool remains in the south section of the
park, c25m south of the central axis. On the
pool’s southern perimeter stands an arbour
and viewing platform which has been largely
reconstructed in brick. South of the central axis
and c90m south west of the lodge a rose garden
now (2000) stands on the site of the third largest
fishpond. A conservatory and three attached
glasshouses are located c30m to the south of the
lodge. These were erected on the site of the two
smallest fishponds in circa1930.
South of the central axis the rockwork and
fantastic castellated arbours and viewing
platforms depicted in late nineteenth century
and early twentieth century photographs and
postcards (HCLA) are now (2000) missing.
The north section of the park is open and is set
aside for informal games and events. The most
distinctive feature is the games pavilion and
refreshment rooms. This building stands on the
broad north / south path that was originally Park
Drive before the park was extended in 1927.

Greenhead Park entrance

Greenhead Park Lower Lake

Greenhead Park aerial view, 1926

Greenhead Park War Memorial
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Huddersfield Boer War Memorial
Grade II
War memorial erected 1905 by Huddersfield
Borough Council to commemorate the men
of the town who died in the Second Boer War
(1899-1902). Statue modelled by Benjamin
Creswick after a design by Allan Stewart, and
cast by Hart, Son, Peard & Co of London and
Birmingham, artistic metalworkers.
The memorial consists of a life sized bronze
statue of a soldier standing on an Aberdeen
granite pedestal. The soldier is depicted in
a contemplative stance upon a kopje (rocky
mound) inscribed PRO PATRIA, clasping the
barrel of his upturned rifle, in typical campaign
attire with slouch hat, puttees, bandolier, pouch
and water bottle. The pedestal has a moulded
cornice and base, and stands on a square plinth
and two-tier stepped base.
Huddersfield Boer War Memorial is listed at
Grade II for the following principal reasons:
Historic interest: as a witness to the impact of
the Boer War on this community, which illustrates
the emergence of war memorials erected by the
public as a focus for remembrance.
Design interest: a good example of a public
war memorial erected after the Second Boer
War, with a well modelled statue by the notable
sculptor Benjamin Creswick, after a design by
Allan Stewart, a prominent military artist of the
period.
Historic Association and group value: it stands
within a Grade II registered landscape, which
contains several listed structures.

Conservatory behind lodge on corner of
Park Avenue
Grade II
Within the south eastern edge of Greenhead
Park, this conservatory was built on the site
of two of the park’s original lakes. The glazed
conservatory was added to the park in the
1930s and was originally joined by three long
glasshouses to the rear. The Historic England
listing describes:
“Brick plinth. Timber. Glazed all over. Hipped
roof. Hipped roofed clerestory with timber finials.
Projecting pitched roofed wing to north west, also
with timber finial. Slender glazing bars alternate
with thicker mullions: depressed arched head to
each light.”

Huddersfield Boer War Memorial, 1900s

The conservatory has since been redeveloped,
with the old glasshouses to the rear demolished,
replaced with a new two storey building
which opened in 2011 and operates as a
café/restaurant facility, linked to the main
original glasshouse. Internally as part of the
refurbishment, the old heating system and
flooring were removed.

Huddersfield Boer War Memorial

Conservatory, viewed from Park Avenue

The conservatory forms a key part of the gateway
to Greenhead Park from the east. It faces north
west onto the park, with the extension and car
park to the rear. Its setting is characterised
by this strong relationship to the park. The
conservatory is largely surrounded by trees,
although there are views in from the edges of the
park at Trinity Street, Park Avenue and Park Drive
South.

The memorial stands at the south east of the
park near the principal tree lined east west
avenue. Its setting is characterised by the formal,
ornamental gardens including stone fountain.
This relative openness contrasts with the mature
trees around the perimeter of Greenhead Park
which enclose and screen the park. There are
key views towards the memorial from the main
pedestrian entrance to the park at Trinity Street /
Park Avenue.

Conservatory
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Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity
Hospital
Grade II
This former staff block at the Princes Royal
Maternity Hospital is located at the junction of
Park Avenue and Greenhead Road. The entire
complex continues south down Park Avenue with
a series of linked pavilions. The staff block forms
a substantial corner building at this junction, and
the east elevation, which is more decorative, was
designed to be the prominent primary elevation
facing towards the town, as the hill rises up.
However, views are now more limited towards
this elevation due to later additions.
The Historic England listing describes: “Ashlar.
Two storeys. Crenellated parapet. Three ranges
of bipartite stone mullioned sashes, with moulded
surrounds and hoodmoulds, central first floor one
pointed. Central range breaks forward slightly
and has gable with finial: two cross-shaped arrow
slits. Door with traceried panel up four steps, in
moulded 4 centred arched surround one window
in similar surround on each side. Cusped blind
panelling over. Whole breaks forward slightly and
is topped by plain parapet bearing shield with
“1842” in relief.”
The setting of the building is characterised by
the complementary stone villas lining Greenhead
Road, tree lined streets, stone boundary walls,
and the mature trees surrounding the Greenhead
College site.

Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity Hospital

Greenhead Park Conservation Area
Greenhead Park Conservation Area includes the
Grade 2 listed Greenhead Park in the west of the
area, bordered by Gledholt Road; Trinity Street
and the residential area around the Holy Trinity
Church in the north east, extending to New North
Road; with Castlegate (the A62) forming the
boundary to the east; and Greenhead Road the
boundary to the south. There is no conservation
area appraisal available for Greenhead Park
Conservation Area.

The addition of the tennis and bowling facilities
in 1927 necessitated the integration of the west
length of Park Drive into Greenhead Park’s
internal circulation. The north east boundary is
set on a bank which hides Park Drive from the
park. This allows an exchange of views between
the park and substantial stone built villas on Park
Drive whose fronts overlook the park.
Trinity Street features Ashlar stone terraces, some
with archways, dating from the mid C19, for
example the Grade 2 listed numbers 141 - 161.
There are notable corner buildings such as the
more decorative 163 Trinity Street in hammer
dressed stone with tracery details and a pitched
fishscale slate roof. The view toward wooded
hills in the distance, south east along Trinity Street
as it descends towards the town centre also
contributes to the character of this part of the
conservation area.

Greenhead Park forms a significant part of the
conservation area, and although trees line the
perimeter there are views into the park from the
surrounding streets. The tree lined avenues with
substantial stone villas fronting onto the park, for
example Park Drive and Gledholt Road, are a key
feature of the conservation area. The low stone
perimeter walls, railings, and stone gate piers at
the entrances also contribute to its character.

To the north of Trinity Street is the tall, simple
Gothic style Holy Trinity Church, built in 1816 as a
parish church, and set in green space, enclosed
by mature trees with a community orchard
adjacent. The character around Wentworth
Street and the cobbled Back Wentworth Lane is
of a tighter urban grain with terraced houses in
Ashlar stone.

The park’s distinctive elements include the
principal east west path, which terminates in
the promenade terrace, bandstand, fountain,
conservatory, ponds, bridges, and arbours. The
south of the park is laid out with ornamental
landscape features whilst the north is open and
provides space for games and other uses. The
park slopes from a high point in the north-west
down to the south east towards the town centre.

There are a number of significant historic
buildings clustered around New North Road
including the Grade 2 former Huddersfield
College of 1838 with hipped roof and corner
turrets, the Grade 2 listed Highfield United
Reformed Church, and a number of other listed
stone properties fronting New North Road.

Th scale of the surrounding residential areas is
predominantly two - three storeys, with some
landmark features including and the Grade
2 Gledholt Methodist Church, Grade 2 St
Patrick’s Church, the prominent Grade 2* Holy
Trinity Church, and the Grade 2* Huddersfield
War Memorial within the park. The majority of
buildings within the conservation area are stone
with slate roofs.

In the east of the conservation area off Portland
Street, the three to four storey Grade 2* former
Huddersfield Infirmary dominates the streetscape.
Dating from 1831 and constructed in ashlar
stone with hipped slate roof and a giant tetrastyle
Greek Doric temple frontispiece, it suffers from
unsympathetic later interventions.

Gledholt Road has a strong relationship with the
Greenhead Park, its stone villas overlooking the
open recreation grounds and courts in the west
of the park. At the junction of Westbourne Road
and Trinity Street, the key buildings at this north
western gateway to the park are the rock faced
stone Gledholt Methodist Church dating from the
mid C19 and the former Sunday School building
adjacent, dating from 1908.
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At the junction of the A640 and Greenhead
Road, there are a number of characterful stone
buildings, including the Grade 2 listed C18 / C19
stone properties on the south side of Greenhead
Road. However, car parking, vehicular
dominance and the public realm detracts from
the historic environment.
The road curves and ramps steeply towards
Greenhead Park. The character transitions from
the urban townscape to large stone villas with
low boundary walls, set back from the tree lined
street. Views down the hill towards the town and
countryside beyond, contribute to the character
of this part of the Conservation Area.
On the south side of Greenhead Road, at the
junction with Park Avenue, is the Grade 2 listed
former Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity
Hospital. This substantial stone building with
its distinctive crenellated parapet is a prominent
feature at this corner plot, bounded by high stone
walls.
At the junction with Park Avenue on the north
side of Greenhead Road is a large late C19 stone
villa, previously a dwelling, and extended with a
hall to the west to house the Masonic Hall. It is
set within car parking and hard standing, with a
low stone wall to the south and high stone wall to
the western boundary along Park Avenue which
features a wide green verge and tall mature trees.
Opposite this is the former Greenhead High
School for Girls site with its mature tree lined
perimeter, stone walls, gatepiers and gates. The
main 1907 stone built school building is set back
in the site and views are largely restricted by the
tree cover.
To the west is the Grade 2 former Wentworth
School, a substantial pitch faced stone building
with ashlar dressings, built in 1882, with other
large stone villas adjacent on the north side of
Greenhead Road.

Heritage Impact Assessment
Impact on the Significance
The former Greenhead High School for Girls
is a non designated heritage asset which sits
within the proposed development site. As a key
building within the Conservation Area and with
a strong connection to Greenhead Park and
notable figures within the area, the building is of
local architectural and historic interest.
Designated heritage assets which could be
affected by the proposals are:
• Greenhead Park - Grade II Registered Park
and Garden
• Huddersfield Boer War Memorial - Grade II
• Conservatory behind lodge on corner of Park
Avenue - Grade II
• Staff Block at Princes Royal Maternity
Hospital - Grade II
• Greenhead Park Conservation Area (this
includes the development site area)
The new building is proposed to be located to
the east of the former Greenhead High School
for Girls, on the existing car park. The proposed
building introduces new built form within the
immediate setting of the former Greenhead
High School for Girls and therefore alters its
setting. The car park currently provides a poor
quality setting for the former school building. As
described earlier in this report, this setting has
changed over time, with the school originally
fronting onto lawns and paths, with steps
between the terraced landscape.
The historic building is located on a higher
plateau, with the proposed four storey building
sited below it. The plateaus of the site result in
the new building sitting one storey below the
former school building. The siting and scale of
the proposed building here minimises its visual
impact from Greenhead Park, and its impact on
the tree belt. The positioning of the new social
space to the north of the proposed building
also provides a further green buffer between the
building and Greenhead Park. Views towards the
park between the historic and proposed buildings
will be retained. The removal of the 1960s
buildings to the north of the historic building will
enhance the setting of the former school and
Greenhead Park.

The proposal interrupts views from the main
pedestrian entrance to the site in the south east,
towards the principal east elevation of the historic
building. This will result in a low degree of harm
to the former Greenhead High School for Girls,
and Greenhead Conservation Area by impacting
on the prominence of one of its landmark
buildings. However, this historic frontage is
revealed in a sequence of views approaching the
building. This elevation will be appreciated from
the new plaza between the historic and proposed
buildings.

The impact the proposed building will have on
the prominence of the former Greenhead High
School for Girls, and on views from Greenhead
Park and the Conservation Area, will result in
a low degree of harm to the setting of these
heritage assets. The proposals would have
limited impact on the ability to understand the
significance of these heritage assets, as outlined
earlier in the report. Harm has been avoided and
minimised as described in the next section.
Due to the enclosure of the site provided by the
mature trees around the perimeter, there will be
negligible harm to the Grade 2 listed Huddersfield
Boer War Memorial, the Conservatory behind
lodge on corner of Park Avenue, and the Staff
Block at Princes Royal Maternity Hospital. The
proposals would have very limited impact on the
ability to understand the significance of these
heritage assets, as outlined earlier in the report.

The proposal establishes a good relationship with
the historic building through the location of the
main entrances, the ‘cut away’ opening at the
south west corner which allows views through
towards the historic building’s primary east
elevation and helps to break down the scale of
the proposed building. The proposals carefully
consider how students will arrive and depart
from the college site safely. A new boulevard is
proposed to lead pedestrians from Greenhead
Road to the main entrance and centre of the
external space.
The proposed building introduces new built form
within the setting of Greenhead Park and the
Conservation Area, altering their setting slightly.
The proposed building will be visible in views
south from within Greenhead Park, and will
be partially filtered by trees. There will also be
glimpsed views from the Conservation Area along
Greenhead Road and Park Avenue, although
the proposed building will largely be screened
by existing buildings on the site and the mature
trees which surround the College site. The
proposals seek to mitigate impact on the setting
of the former Greenhead High School for Girls,
Greenhead Park, and the Conservation Area
through controlled massing, clearly contemporary
intervention, sympathetic choice of materials and
textures, and a considered rhythm and proportion
of fenestration.
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Avoiding Harmful Impact
The approach taken throughout the design
process was to understand the significance of
the heritage assets on and surrounding the site,
and to avoid and minimise harm, and enhance
significance where possible through high quality
design with appropriate articulation, materials,
and landscaping which responds positively to the
heritage assets.
In order to avoid harmful impact on the non
designated and designated heritage assets
identified, several concept options were
developed and tested. Please refer to the
‘Concept options appraisal’ and proposed views
for each option within ‘Evaluation’ section in the
Design and Access Statement.
In option one, the massing incorporated a four
to five storey frontage in the north of the site,
close to the listed Greenhead Park, which was
shown through the views to be a negative impact
on the setting of this heritage asset and the
Conservation Area. Option two explored locating
the building to the west of the site adjacent
to the existing sports provision and opposite
the Cooksey Building. However, this resulted
in a four storey frontage close to the listed
Greenhead Park at the most elevated part of the
site. Extensive tree removal would also have
been required to achieve necessary construction
zones.
Option three located the building on the existing
car park which is the lowest part of the site. This
location reduced the visual impact of the new
building on the listed Greenhead Park. The four
storey mass was simplified to improve efficiency
and to create a pedestrian avenue and an arrival
plaza between the proposed building and the
former Greenhead High School for Girls building.
Locating the new building on the car park also
reduced the requirement for tree removal.

A parapet is provided to ensure the working
elements of the roof are not visible from the
ground. The parapet also reflects the approach
adopted on several historic buildings in
Huddersfield.

The developed option was selected to:
• Minimise the impact on Greenhead Park and
Greenhead Park conservation area
• Locate the social and study spaces adjacent
to the historic School building to form views
of the historic building
• Develop a spatial plan of the scheduled
spaces defining a complementary elevation
treatment to the facade facing the former
school building and Greenhead Park

The external envelope is predominantly made up
of high quality brickwork selected to complement
the tones and hues of the former school building
and the materiality and character of Greenhead
Park Conservation Area. Recessed brick work
panels are used to help create variety and interest
across the façade. A material palette has been
selected that is respectful of the predominant
tones and colours of the local stone and slate
typically found on the historic buildings in the
surrounding conservation area, and the rich
variation and texture found within that stone;
using a brick that pays homage to these tones
and textures but does not seek to replicate them
in a modern building, ensuring that the proposal
is read as a clearly contemporary intervention.

It is acknowledged that the drawback with this
proposal is the proximity to the historic former
Greenhead High School for Girls building. Views
between Greenhead Park and the site, and
the Conservation Area and the site will also be
affected. Harm resulting from this has been
minimised in the following ways:
The building footprint has been optimised to
deliver the required accommodation whilst
maximising the separation distance from the
former Girls High School building.

Changes in texture are proposed to give some
animation to the elevations, including elements
of cast stone detailing and the adoption of
glazing frames that reflect the slate tones utilised
throughout the local area. The articulation of
surfaces helps to break down the large massing
of the new building and establishes a better
relationship with the historic school building.
Utilising a simple and elegant palette and
avoiding unnecessary detail and ornamentation
ensures that the new building will be subservient
and complementary to the former Greenhead
High School for Girls building on the site, and the
surrounding heritage assets and Conservation
Area.

The proposal ensures that the important tree belt
to the site perimeter can be retained, helping
to sustain the significance of the setting of the
former school and the special character of this
part of the Conservation Area.
The new college building is typically four storeys
to balance the scale against the need to
minimise the building footprint and achieve an
adequate form factor for attaining sustainability
requirements. The new four storey elements are
situated in the lowest part of the site, reducing
the visual impact on the listed Greenhead Park,
Conservation Area and the former Greenhead
High School for Girls building.

The fenestration has been devised to take
cues from the former Greenhead High School
for Girls building and the surrounding context
whilst meeting the daylighting and ventilation
requirements. An analysis of the historic school
building’s principal east elevation identified a clear
emphasis of the building’s verticality through
an ordered arrangement of the windows in the
vertical plane. These are then varied in type as
they work up through the order of the building.
These principles have been adopted on the new

The ‘cut away’ opening at the south west
corner allows views through towards the historic
building’s primary east elevation and helps to
break down the scale of the proposed building.
The new building establishes a strong relationship
with the listed Greenhead Park by activating the
north elevation and the north-west corner and
maximising views from this point in the site.
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build elements whilst ensuring that the façade
design meets the technical requirements of the
brief.
The landscape strategy aims to enhance the
character of this mature and sensitive site –
providing an appropriate physical and visual
setting to the heritage assets and the new
building. A new pedestrian plaza is created
at the south of the site allowing students and
visitors to enter the site from Greenhead Road
and access the new building and visitor entrance
that will be retained in the former school building.
This new public realm removes the clutter of the
existing car park and sea of tarmac that currently
faces visitors and will allow the principal elevation
of the former school to be appreciated in a safe
and welcoming car free environment.

Justification of Harmful Impact
The replacement building will help the College
address the problems of structural integrity of the
buildings to the north of the main building while
offering improved standards of accommodation.
The new building will ensure the college can
continue delivering excellence and remain an
important institution within Huddersfield.
After a detailed review and assessment of the
design options it was identified that there were
some fundamental operational needs that must
be addressed to ensure the development is
suitable. These included:
• The development must adhere to the colleges
brief
• Dedicated external spaces should be located
for spill out, study and flexible future teaching
Based on the option analysis reviewed with the
DfE, College and representatives of the planning
department option three was selected as the
preferred option.
Whilst the selected site offered many advantages
it was clearly recognised that the proposals had
to be developed to respond suitably to the former
High School for Girls building and surrounding
conservation area, being cognisant of the rich
heritage within the local area.
Proposals for the selected development area
have been refined to respond to the site and
wider context. The building footprint has been
optimised to deliver the required accommodation
whilst maximising the separation distance from
the former Girls High School building, the Rostron
building and ensuring that the important tree belt
to the site perimeter can be retained.
The concept focuses the additional teaching
provision to the east of the Main Building on the
existing car park and provides the opportunity to
form a new pedestrian boulevard between the
Main Building and new building leading to the
designated pedestrianised external landscaped
area.

surrounding local context. It also needs to meet
the technical requirements of the DfE design brief
that sets minimum technical standards across
a range of factors to deliver excellent quality
learning environments and low energy buildings.
This includes factors such as ventilation,
daylighting and glare control all of which strongly
influence the fenestration design. As an example,
this requires approximately 7.6sqm of glazing
between 1100mm and 3200mm above floor level
to each structural bay.

The developed option was chosen as the
configuration:
• Minimises the impact on Greenhead Park and
the Greenhead conservation area
• Provides a coherent college campus,
integrated with the existing blocks and
minimises travel distances between lessons
• Provides an excellent environment that
supports teaching and learning and will help
attract students and staff
• Creates positive, usable external spaces for
external teaching, independent study and
social interaction
• Offers an inclusive, mature and distinct
alternative to school sixth forms
• Provides a safe and secure site which
mitigates the risks associated with the partial
demolition of existing structures
• Allows for a replacement of sports area to be
provided on site
• Retains the existing quantum of parking and
improves parking by supplying compliant
spaces including the provision for electric
vehicle charging for a number of spaces
• Locates the social and study spaces adjacent
to the historic building creating an impressive
learning environment
• Develops a spatial plan of the scheduled
spaces defining a complementary elevational
treatment to the facade facing the historic
building and Greenhead park
• Maintains an efficient form factor and effective
mass which will support the sustainability
requirements

An analysis of the existing heritage buildings
principal façade identified a clear emphasis of
the verticality through an ordered arrangement
of the windows in the vertical plane. These are
then varied in type as they work up through the
order of the building. These principles have
been adopted on the new build elements whilst
ensuring that the façade design meets the
technical requirements of the brief.
A material palette has been selected that is
respectful to the predominant tones and colours
of the local stone and slate typically found on
historic buildings in the surrounding conservation
area and the rich variation and texture found
within that stone. Using a high quality brick
that reflects these tones and textures, elements
of cast stone to highlight details, and slate
coloured window frames, the scheme aims to
sit comfortably alongside the historic grain as
a modern building and avoids the temptation
to imitate and create a pastiche. The design
has been developed to allow future internal
reconfiguration to be achieved without the
external envelope being altered. This approach
will enable open areas to be enclosed without
changes being required to elevations and vice
versa.

The proposed external appearance of the

scheme has been developed in response to the
site’s heritage asset, the former High School for
Girls Building, the listed Greenhead Park and
to utilise the prominent changes in topography.
It has also been informed by the technical
requirements of the client’s specification, building
function, the practicalities of educational buildings
and the budgets associated with the educational
funding mechanisms.

Generally PPC aluminium curtain walling and
windows are proposed, with integrated lookalike
panels and louvres where required. The
proposed roof material is a sedum or green roof
and photovaltic panels will also be included.
Wind catchers are utilised to provide assisted
natural ventilation to the larger spaces.

The fenestration has been devised to take cues
from the former High School for Girls Building,
historic imagery of the former Greenhead
Hall which used to occupy the site and the
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Recording
Historic building recording has not been
requested as part of this planning application.
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Conclusions
The impact the proposed building will have on
the prominence of the former Greenhead High
School for Girls, and on views from Greenhead
Park and the Conservation Area, will result in
a low degree of harm to the setting of these
heritage assets. The proposals would have
limited impact on the ability to understand the
significance of these heritage assets, as outlined
earlier in the report. Harm has been avoided and
minimised as described in this report.
Due to the enclosure of the site provided by the
mature trees around the perimeter, there will be
negligible harm to the Grade II listed Huddersfield
Boer War Memorial, the Conservatory behind
lodge on corner of Park Avenue, and the Staff
Block at Princes Royal Maternity Hospital. The
proposals would have very limited impact on the
ability to understand the significance of these
heritage assets, as outlined earlier in the report.
Balancing the adverse effects of these changes
in setting, against the principles of minimising
harm and enhancing significance described in
the preceding sections, it is considered that the
proposals would result in less than substantial
harm.
In this context, paragraph 202 of the NPPF
should be applied where harm should be
weighed against the public benefits of the
proposal. Please refer to the public benefits
brought by the development which are set out in
detail within the planning statement.
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