the Grade II Listed structures on the Newsome Mills site. The mill ponds have a close
and clear functional relationship to these buildings.
Newsome Mill Ponds and the land at Hart Street are not allocated for housing in the
Kirklees Local Plan. We cannot support building on this valued heritage greenspace,
especially when other land on the same street is already available for housing. We still
support the development of the land behind the mill, at the far end of Hart Street (off
White Hart Drive), which is allocated for housing in the Kirklees Local Plan.
Due to the community interest in this site, we have been keen to develop a multifaceted community project here. This would include the regeneration of the former mill
workers’ allotments and enhancements to the wildlife habitat. We have previously
asked the leaseholders to work with members of the local community to develop this
community initiative, but we did not receive a response. The applicants of the current
plans have also made no attempt to engage the local community or seek our views.
This site supports much wildlife. The water attracts nesting birds including ducks and
geese, plus herons and bats. There are protected trees on the site, which would very
likely be undermined if the supporting wall of the 19th Century pond was removed.
There is no information in the application about how these sensitive issues would be
handled, no ecology study, and no proposals for retaining water to support wildlife.
The ponds have an important function in terms of the natural water courses in the area,
gathering water from the hillside above the plateau of Newsome village. Residents are
understandably very worried about the impact that removing this 200 year old system
for handling the water in our area could have on local properties. The mill ponds are
always full, never stagnant - they are moving water. They collect surface water, which
protects neighbouring properties from the risk of flooding. The mill ponds are an
important sustainable drainage feature. The plans do not include any information about
how drainage issues would be addressed to protect existing properties in Newsome.
As the Neighbourhood Planning Forum for Newsome, we know that the proposed
development is not in-keeping with the kind of sustainable development that local
residents support. We know there is strong interest locally in our heritage and green
spaces, and also a particular interest in planning for communal sites that can be used
for leisure and learning, especially those that are easily accessible.
This site in central Newsome is the lungs of our community. It is right next to a busy
crossroads, and further development could have a negative impact on our air quality.
The open space at Hart Street helps to offset the damage from the busy traffic on
Newsome Road, including the buses which stop nearby.
For these reasons, we ask you to refuse planning application number 2021/91638,
which is not in the interest of the Newsome community, our heritage or our wildlife.
Yours sincerely,
(Secretary, on behalf of Newsome Ward Community Forum)
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