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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Kirklees Council have granted outline planning permission for the construction of 

a residential dwelling at Shelley Woodhouse. 

 

1.2. Condition 11 requires a Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) for 

reptiles and amphibians. The condition is as follows: 

 

‘Prior to the commencement of development, a detailed Precautionary Working 

Method Statement (PWMS) in respect of reptiles and amphibians shall be submitted to 

and approved by the local planning authority. In order to minimise risk and avoid harm 

to reptiles and amphibians, the PWMS shall include (but not be limited to) toolbox talks 

provided by a suitably qualified ecologist, attendance of an ECoW (Ecological Clerk 

of Works) as required, and careful hand search around potential reptiles and 

amphibians features. In the event of encountering a reptiles or amphibians, all work 

must cease until the ecological clerk of works and Natural England are contacted for 

advice on the best way to proceed lawfully. All contractors working on site should be 

made aware of this advice and provided with the contact details of the ecological clerk 

of works.’ 

 

1.3. This document is designed to satisfy that condition. 
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2. PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES.  

 

2.1. Site clearance in preparation for the development will be undertaken between April 

and the end of October to avoid the hibernation season. 

 

2.2. Prior to any clearance, amphibian and reptile toolbox talks will be provided to all 

on-site personnel by a suitably qualified ecologist. This will include a specific toolbox 

talk for great crested newt. 

 

2.3. All vegetation clearance will be carried out under supervision of an Ecological 

Clerk of Works (ECoW). 

 

2.4. All vegetation on site will initially be cut back to a height of 150mm above ground 

using hand tools and the arisings collected up and stored away from construction works, 

ready to create habitat pile(s) post-development. 

 

2.5. The site will then be left for a period of at least twenty-four hours to allow any 

amphibians, reptiles or small mammals to safely move off the site. 

 

2.6. Prior to ground level clearance, the ECoW will perform a hand search. Any reptiles 

or common amphibians identified will be relocated carefully off site by the ECoW. If a 

great crested newt is identified at any point, works will stop immediately and licencing 

will be required. 

 

2.7. The use of strimmers will be avoided during clearance to ground level. 

 

2.8. All rubble piles will be dismantled carefully by hand, under direct supervision of 

the ECoW. 

 

2.9. All equipment and materials will be stored above ground on pallets. 

 

2.10. If there is any doubt about compliance with this procedure, Whitcher Wildlife 

should be contacted for further advice. 

  

******************** 
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