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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Kirklees Council have granted outline planning permission for the construction of 

a residential dwelling at Shelley Woodhouse. 

 

1.2. Condition 9 requires a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to 

be provided. The condition is as follows: 

 

‘No works shall take place until a Construction Environmental Management Plan 

(CEMP: Biodiversity) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority. The CEMP (Biodiversity) shall include the following: 

a) Summary of potentially damaging activities 

b) Identification of "biodiversity protection zones” 

c) Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to 

avoid or reduce impacts during construction (these may be provided as a set of method 

statements) 

d) The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity features. 

e) The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be present on site 

to oversee works. 

f) Responsible persons and lines of communication. 

g) The role and responsibilities on site of an ecological clerk of works (ECoW) or 

similarly competent person. 

h) Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs. 

The approved CEMP: Biodiversity shall be adhered to and implemented throughout the 

construction period strictly in accordance with the approved details, unless otherwise 

agreed in writing by the local planning authority.’ 

 

1.3. The purpose of a CEMP is to; 

 

• Provide effective, site-specific procedures and mitigation measures to monitor 

and control environmental impacts throughout the construction phase of the 

project. 

• Ensure that construction activities, so far as is practical, do not adversely impact 

amenity, traffic or the environment in the surrounding area. 
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1.4. A CEMP ensures that environmental impacts identified during previously 

performed environmental studies (e.g. an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)) or 

during the scoping phase, will be properly managed and that controls will be put in 

place to reduce the impacts of the development on the natural and human environment 

during construction. 

1.5. This CEMP has been drawn up in line with condition 9 of the outline planning 

permission granted by Kirklees Council with all applicable inclusions detailed. 

******************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

2. BACKGROUND/POTENTIAL IMPACTS. 

2.1. A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) was undertaken by Futures Ecology Ltd. 

on 4th July 2025. 

2.2. This report outlined a few ecological interests on or close to the site. These 

ecological risks include the following: 

• There is potential for construction works to impact foraging and commuting 

bats. 

• There is potential for the proposed works to impact amphibians including great 

crested newts as well as small mammals and reptiles. 

• There is the potential for the works to impact nesting birds during the nesting 

season, which falls between March and September. 

• At the nearest point, the West Yorkshire Habitat Network (WYHN) is located 

65m south of the Site boundary. Indirect impacts may arise from accidental 

habitat damage, a pollution event, dust deposition, noise pollution, and lighting. 

 

******************** 
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3. CEMP PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 
 

Precautions specific to the ecological risks identified on site.  

 

3.1. Foraging and Commuting Bats. 

 

Increased lighting during construction has potential to disturb foraging and commuting 

bats. Therefore, any permanent lighting associated with the development works will be 

downlit and directed away from vegetated habitats. This will protect foraging and 

commuting corridors for bats. 

 

3.2. Amphibians, Reptiles and Small Mammals. 

 

3.2.1. There is low potential for amphibians, including great crested newts, reptiles and 

small mammals to be present on site and therefore harmed / killed by the construction 

works. All personnel working on the site will be briefed on the potential presence of 

these species on the site. Relevant toolbox talks have been appended to this document. 

 

3.2.2. Site clearance will be undertaken between April and October to avoid hibernation 

season. 

 

3.2.3. Clearance of the site will be carried out under supervision of an Ecological Clerk 

of Works (ECoW).  

 

3.2.4. All tools, equipment and materials will be stored above ground on pallets. 

 

3.2.5. All vegetation on site will initially be cut down to a height of 150mm above 

ground using hand tools and the arisings collected up and stored away from construction 

works, ready to create habitat pile(s) post-development. These works will be carried out 

with care with all site personnel being vigilant for reptiles, amphibians and small 

mammals.  

 

3.2.6. The site will then be left for a period of at least twenty-four hours to allow any 

amphibians, reptiles or small mammals to safely move off the site. 

 

3.2.7. Prior to ground level clearance, the ECoW will perform a hand search. Any 

reptiles or common amphibians identified will be relocated carefully off site by the 
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ECoW, before clearance to ground level commences. If a great crested newt is 

identified at any point, works will stop immediately and licencing will be required. 

 

3.2.8. Throughout the entirety of the development, all materials and equipment will 

continue to be stored above ground, and all on-site personnel will remain vigilant for 

amphibian, reptile and small mammal species. 

3.2.9. In the unlikely event that any amphibian, reptile or small mammal species are 

identified whilst no ECoW is on site, site personnel will allow the individual to move 

themselves before they proceed in that area. If multiple or hibernating individuals are 

identified, Whitcher Wildlife Ltd must be contacted for further advice. Photographic 

information and a record of the sighting must be kept on site. 

3.2.10. In the unlikely event that any great crested newts are identified, works must 

cease, and Whitcher Wildlife must be contacted for advice.  

3.3. Nesting Birds.  

Vegetation clearance will, as far as is feasible, be completed outside the nesting bird 

season, which extends from March to August. Any vegetation clearance within the 

nesting season will be immediately preceded by a nesting bird survey by a suitably 

experienced ecologist. Any active nests found will be left undisturbed until the young 

have fledged. 

3.4. West Yorkshire Habitat Network. 

No potential pollutants or impacts will be directed towards the WYHN. 

General Precautions. 

 

3.1. Existing access roads will be used by all traffic entering or leaving the site. 

 

3.2. All plant in use on the site will carry spill kits in case of any emergency leakages 

and there will be standard procedures in place to promptly deal with any issues that may 

arise. 

 

3.3. All plant brought onto the site will be cleaned prior to delivery to minimise the 

chances of contamination being brought onto the site, in particular materials 

contaminated with alien invasive plant species and their seeds. 
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3.4. Periodic walk over inspections will be undertaken to check for any additional alien 

invasive plant species. In the unlikely event that any are found, measures will be taken 

to ensure their immediate eradication. Where necessary, a procedure for that eradication 

will be agreed with the ecologists. 

 

******************** 
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4. RESPONSIBILITIES. 

4.1. The site manager will be appointed to take full responsibility for the procedures on 

the site. This will include the timings of the works and highlighted precautionary 

procedures to ensure this document is complied with. 

4.2. They will also be responsible for due diligence with respect to site cleanliness, 

avoidance of contamination and prompt detection of alien invasive plant species.  

4.3. Whitcher Wildlife ecologists will provide further advice on the protected species 

and carry out further surveys and Ecological Clerk of Works roles, where required. 

******************** 

Prepared by: 

Xanthe Walker BA (Hons) ACIEEM Date: 14th September 2026  

 

Checked by: 

Ruth Georgiou BSc MCIEEM Date: 15th September 2026 

 

Contact Details 

 

Email: xanthe@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 

 ruth@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 

 info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 

 

Phone: 07889 596000 

 07947 828137
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