
 

 
20-7-26 
 
Jillian Rann 
Planning Case Officer 
Kirklees Council Planning and Development Services  
Civic Centre 
3 Market Street Huddersfield 
HD1 2EU 
 
Sent by email to Jillian Rann at DC.Admin@Kirklees.gov.uk 
 
Dear Jillian Rann 
 
I am a resident of Birdsedge and wish to strongly object to the proposed planning 
application 2026/91494 Land off Penistone Road Birdsedge HD8 8XP. 
 
Please see the following points/objections. 
 
Green Belt/Agricultural land 
 
The proposed development is on farmed agricultural green belt land that is not 
allocated for development in the local plan, the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) categorises farmed green belt land under their land hierarchy categories as tier 4 
and states that green belt land of this nature can only be considered for development if 
land hierarchy options 1 to 3 have been exhausted. 
 
There are no very exceptional circumstances that have been presented that justify this 
greenbelt development, meeting housing needs alone does not justify very 
circumstances alone and the developer has provided no evidence of any very special 
circumstances in which to build on this greenbelt land. 
 
Given that Kirklees councils own brownfield land register currently has 201 brownfield 
sites of at least 0.14 hectares per site, with it also being widely reported that Kirklees 
has got the most potential grey belt land of any local authority in the UK, this 
demonstrates that Kirklees council has the ability to meet housing needs without 
greenbelt development, Kirklees councils local plan update, dated November 2024 
page 2 states taking a brownfield first approach before releasing low quality grey belt 
land, as the proposed development is neither brown belt nor grey belt land but farmed 



greenbelt land, categorised as land hierarchy tier 4, any development on this land would 
be a contravention of the NPPF sequential land release hierarchy.  
 
 
Road/Safety concerns 
 
A629 Penistone Road 
The proposed development would be situated off A629 Penistone Road and opposite 
Birdsedge Lane/Birdsedge first school, Penistone road is a very busy notorious accident 
blackspot, and known speeding hotspot despite the speed limit being 30mph, residents 
have raised the issue of speeding, racing and dangerous overtaking multiple times over 
the years, the road is difficult to cross for able bodied adults and very unsafe and 
difficult to cross for people with disabilities, elderly and children, residents often 
struggle to safely cross this road to the volume and excessive speeding that takes place, 
this has resulted in an elderly resident being seriously injured when trying to cross the 
road due to a speeding car causing her to stumble back to avoid being hit, falling and 
braking her hip, this resulted in the resident being laid in the middle of the road severely 
injured until an ambulance arrived, putting such a large development on the opposite 
side of the road to the school would put children and adults safety at risk. 
 
The developer has mentioned installing an island in the middle of the roadto assist 
crossing but due to the nature of A629 Penistone road forming part of the principal 
highways network across West Yorkshir,  it is used to transport a wide arrey of vehicle 
types including  abnormal loads, it is highly unlikely that the councils highway authority 
would approve this, should this be the case the developer has not provided any other 
means to improve the safety of residents/ children trying to cross the road/access the 
school. 
 
Birdsedge Lane  
The proposed development would be opposite Birdsedge Lane, Birdsedge first school, 
park/playing field and the woodland nature trail is situated on Birdsedge lane, Birdsedge 
lane would be the most direct route for commuting to Manchester amongst other 
villages and towns, the road is a standard size where the school is located but is 
effectively down to one lane as multiple residents have disability parking bays outside 
the bungalows/school so traffic cannot freely flow in both directions. Halfway up 
Birdsedge lane the road turns to a 60 mph single track lane, has no pedestrian footpath, 
no street lighting and no pull ins to allow for vehicles in opposite directions to safely 
pass each other. 
 
This section of road is used by pedestrians including children, walkers, dog walkers, 
prams, wheelchairs etc who all have to walk on the 60mph single track road that has no 
pavement/footpath or street lighting to access the woodland nature trail which is used 
and enjoyed by all the Residents of Birdsedge, such a large development opposite this 
road will drastically increase the number of vehicles using it, not only from residents of 
the new houses but visitors, deliveries/couriers associated with the new houses, this 
will create a safety issues of having a mix of pedestrians including children and 
pushchairs etc on a 60 mph single track road that has no footpath, no street lighting and 



no pull ins for vehicles to pass each other mixed with a large amount of vehicles 
travelling at the national speed limit putting the residents of Birdsedge in far greater 
danger from vehicles, the increase of the use of this single track road will also mean 
more vehicles will need to pass each other in opposite directions which is currently not 
possible to do so in a safe manner, Birdsedge is a small settlement, the area and roads 
are not designed or intended for such a large development (See photos attached)





 



 
 
Biodiversity 
The proposed location of the site located in very close proximity to the Upper Dearne 
ancient woodland and is in between Jorden Beck and the River Dearn this area is of very 
high biodiversity importance the ancient woodland is home to a variety of animals/birds 
and insects including woodpeckers, Tawny Owls, Long eared Owls, badgers, Foxes, 
Bats, Amphibians and is the home  of one of the only verified colonies of Northern Wood 
Ant in the whole of the Kirklees district  which is an internationally red databook species 
in the UK, these Ants are recognized in the Kirklees Council Biodiversity Action Plan and 
should be factored in to any development assessment. 
 
Birds of prey use the fields surrounding the ancient woodland to hunt for food, removing 
the fields will have a negative impact on their ability to source food. 
 
The River Dearne is the home of multiple species of fish, Amphibians, insects and is 
connected to the Birdesdge Mill Pond, the  pond is also home to multiple species of 
fish, ducks, ducklings and Herons which use the pond to catch fish, the proximity of this 
development to such an array of biodiversity is of great concern 
 
The Developers Infiltering testing report dated 29th March 2026 states that that 
infiltration may not be possible across the whole of the site resulting in the development 
wishing to discharge surface water into the River Dearne, this combined with the natural 
slope of the land towards the River Dearne would increase the risk of harm to the 
biodiversity in the River Dearn, as the land was shown to have poor infiltering rates, 
during periods of heavy rain the natural slope of the land towards the River Dearn will 
likely result in surface water run of from the proposed sites paved areas, and gardens 
running directly into the River Dearn, this run off will likely contain oils from cars, 
detergents from car washing, drive cleaning, pesticides from garden use, microplastics 
from car tyres etc and general dirt/silt this will have a negative impact on the biodiversity 
of the River Dearn. 
 
Lighting and noise associated with domestic housing will detrimental to the habitats of 
wildlife living in this location and in the ancient woodland such as bats, foxes, badgers, 
birds etc there will be a huge increase in footfall within the ancient woodland which will 
be detrimental to the wildlife living there, such as increased noise, litter, domestic 
cats/dogs hunting and disturbing the wildlife. 
 
Sewage Capacity 
I reference Yorkshire Water letter  Ref B/00005 dated 3rd February 2026 which states that 
the sewer network does not have sufficient available capacity to support the size of the 
development proposed (See attached text highlighted in yellow)  
 
It would be irresponsible to approve such a development without sufficient sewage 
capacity 
 
 



 



 
Harm to openness and Character 
The proposes site is surrounded by a public right of way and has several Grade 2 listed 
building within a close proximity to the site, the public right of way is there to be used 
and enjoyed by the public, should the site be approved this will harm the character of 
the area, openness of the countryside and spoil the enjoyment of the open countryside 
views from the public right of way, this will also obscure the views of the open 
countryside for the current residents of birdsedge including the view of the grade 2 
listed Emley Moor Mast and the grade 2 listed Birdsdge Mill. 
 
The proposed development plans have noted render as a possible finish to the houses 
and the use of acoustic fencing, this is not innkeeping with the area, there are no 
rendered houses in Birdsedge and no fencing visible, the houses in Birdsedge are 
constructed of natural stone and visible boundaries are constructed from low height 
natural stone walls/ dry stone walls. The only exception would be the Bungalows bult 
after the war which are constructed of brick but due to their location and single story 
nature these are not visible when travelling through Birdsedge. The use of render and tall 
acoustic fencing is not sympathetic or inkeeping with the area. 
 
Unsustainable location/Inadequate Infrastructure  
The proposed development of 70 houses represents over a 40% increase of housing in 
Birdsedge, this is unsustainable, the public transport in Birdsedge is very poor, there is 
no railway station and there are 2 busses, the number D3 bus which runs just over every 
2 hours Monday to Friday between 06:46 and 18:34, 09:06 to 18:06 Saturdays, no 
service on Sundays and takes around 40 minutes to get to Huddersfield city centre, the 
number 77 bus operates only once on a Monday at 13:45, its clear that this 
development will have to heavily rely on cars for transport and commuting to work. (See 
bus timetable attached) 
 
Birdsedge has a lack of amenities for such a large housing development, there is no 
Doctors surgery, not a single shop, no post office, no railway station, no pubs, cafes or 
restaurants etc and no direct bus to the nearest large supermarket located in Penistone. 
 
Birdsedge suffers from frequent power cuts, I have not seen any evidence from the 
developer confirming that the local power infrastructure has capacity to support such a 
large development (See recent letter from Northern Power dated 23rd June 2026) 
 
There is no GP Surgery in Birdsedge, the nearest surgeries have already experienced a 
significant increase in patient numbers due to large amounts of new housing already 
being approved in the HD8 area, this is already causing stain on local services resulting 
in very long wait times to get a doctors appointment, such a large development will only 
make this worse to the detriment of the local area. 
 
The NPPF Mandates that local authorities and developers consider sustainable 
transport patterns when identifying land for release, Kirklees council is also required to 
balance housing needs with carbon reduction, approving such a large development in 
this area would not meet the sustainability guidelines.  



 

 



 



 
 
 
Strain on the Birdsedge First School 
 
Birdsedge first school is a very small school, the most recent public admission numbers 
(PAN) for 2026 show the school accepted a total of 13 pupils out of a maximum capacity 
of 15, leaving only 2 spaces available, a housing development of 70 family homes would 
clearly overwhelm the schools ability to serve the local area resulting in children being 
unable to get a place and being forced out of the area to other schools. (Please see the 
most recent PAN figures attached)  
 

 
 
 
Increase of noise and pollution 



The proposed development would increase noise and air pollution as a 
result of increased vehicle traffic on Penistone road which is already a very 
busy/noisy main road, this will be detrimental to the well being of residents 
on Penistone road who already have to deal with disturbance from the road 
noise and disruption when trying to sleep, any increase in traffic will result 
in an increase in noise and air quality. 
 
 
No evidence/proof of very special circumstances in which to remove 
the sites greenbelt status 
 
The developer has provided no proof or evidence that the site meets very special 
circumstances nor has the developer met any of the green belt “Golden Rules”  and 
urge Kirklees council to reject this inappropriate greenbelt development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


