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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning permission has been passed for the development of the Clayton Fields 

site in Edgerton, Huddersfield. 

 

1.2. Condition 14 of the planning permission states: 

 

‘No development shall take place until a comprehensive written mitigation strategy 

detailing how the development shall be completed without harm to any bat species, 

shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. 

Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved method 

statement.’ 

 

1.3. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd have been commissioned to prepare an Ecological Design 

Strategy – Bats to discharge condition 14 of the planning permission. 

 

1.4. Appendix I includes the development plan for the site.  

 

1.5. Additional plans showing the landscaping plan, lighting plan and lux levels for 

the site are included in Appendix II of this report. 

 

******************** 
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2. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS. 

 

2.1. The surveyed area was an area of land off Edgerton Road in Huddersfield that 

showed signs of regular use for dog walking. The Extended Phase 1 Habitat survey 

carried out during 2016 identified the area to comprise a large area of open grassland 

and scattered trees with a strip of woodland and Clayton Dike to the north. Abundant 

ruderal species and shrubs were identified in some areas of the site. 

 

 

 

2.2. Two UK BAP habitats were identified within the surveyed area, those being 

Clayton Dike and parts of the grassland. 

 

2.3. Several habitats suitable to support roosting bats were identified within the 

surveyed area. The habitats included two small buildings and several trees. No bat 

field signs were identified around the buildings or trees during the surveys. The site 

was also assessed to provide a suitable habitat for foraging and commuting bats, 

predominantly due to the trees and dike along the site boundaries. 

 

2.4. The vegetation on the site was assessed as providing a suitable nesting habitat for 

various species of bird during the nesting season, although no nests were identified 

during the site surveys.  

 

2.5. Japanese Knotweed, Rhododendron, Montbretia and Cotoneaster, invasive non-

native plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside were also 

identified growing on the site. 

******************** 
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3. MITIGATION, ENHANCEMENT AND 

MAINTENANCE. 

 

3.1. The site has been cleared ready for development and therefore no additional 

clearance of potential roosting habitats, most notably trees, will be carried out. 

 

3.2. During the construction phase of the development all compound areas and 

generators will be located away from potential roost features, those being the trees on 

and around the surveyed area and the buildings in the surrounding area.  

 

3.3. Lighting during the construction phase will be minimised to ensure there is no 

impact on any roosting bats present in the buildings and trees surrounding the site. 

The lighting will maintain dark corridors across the site and around the site 

boundaries, particularly along the woodland edge adjacent to Clayton Dike. Lighting 

will also be restricted around the existing semi mature and mature trees present within 

the development site. 

 

3.4. During the development bat bricks of a suitable incorporated 

designs, similar to the one shown below, will be installed in the 

buildings in five locations around the site. The approximate location of 

the bat bricks is shown on the plan below. 
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3.5. The plans below show the bat brick locations in more detail. The bat bricks will 

be mounted high in the walls of the building in locations that do not lie above 

windows or doors. 

 

3.5.1. Plot 20: A bat brick will be mounted in the southern gable end of Plot 20. 

 

 

 

3.5.2. Plot 25: A bat brick will be mounted in the northwest gable end of Plot 25. 

 

 

 

3.5.3. Plot 34: A bat brick will be mounted in the northern gable end of Plot 34. 
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3.5.4. Plot 35: A bat brick will be mounted in the western gable end of Plot 35. 

 

 

 

3.5.5. Plot 40: A bat brick will be mounted in the northeast gable end of Plot 40. 

 

 

 

3.6. The only permanent lighting erected during the development will be a series of 

Orangetek LED lighting poles erected along the public highways within the 

development. The location of the lighting poles will ensure that dark corridors are 

maintained along the tree lines to the north and west of the surveyed area ensuring no 

impact on roost, foraging or commuting bats in these areas. 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Steven Whitcher, MCIEEM. Date: 25th January 2019. 

 

Checked by: 

Jenny Whitcher Roebuck MCIEEM. Date: 25th January 2019. 
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Appendix I. DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
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Appendix II. LANDSCAPING PLAN. 
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LIGHTING PLAN. 
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LUX LEVELS. 


