Co-op Academy Smithies Moor - Planting Strategy

Category Botanical Name Common Name Height x Spread (m) | Flowering Season Key Features / Notes
Evergreen Shrubs Sarcococca confusa Sweet Box 0.6x1 Winter Fragrant, shade-tolerant, compact
Evergreen Shrubs Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ Skimmia 0.8x1 Winter—Spring Red buds in winter, shade-loving
Evergreen Shrubs Choisya ternata Mexican Orange Blossom [1.5x 1.5 Spring & Autumn Scented, glossy foliage, low maintenance
Evergreen Shrubs Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Golf Ball’ Pittosporum 1x1 - Neat form, no pruning needed
Evergreen Shrubs Viburnum tinus Laurustinus 2x2 Winter—Spring White flowers, dense evergreen foliage

Ground Cover Vinca minor

Lesser Periwinkle

0.2 x spreading

Spring—Summer

Evergreen, violet-blue flowers

Ground Cover Waldsteinia ternata Barren Strawberry 0.2 x spreading Spring Yellow flowers, forms mats

Ground Cover Bergenia cordifolia Elephant’s Ears 0.4x0.6 Spring Evergreen, large leaves, pink flowers

Ground Cover Tiarella cordifolia Foamflower 0.3 x spreading Spring—Early Summer Woodland ground cover, pollinator-friendly
Ground Cover Liriope muscari Lilyturf 0.4x0.4 Late Summer—Autumn Grass-like, purple flower spikes

Evergreen Hedging llex crenata Japanese Holly 1.5x1 - Non-toxic alternative to box, slow growing
Evergreen Hedging Elaeagnus x ebbingei Ebbinge’s Silverberry 2.5x2 Autumn (fragrant) Hardy, tough, silvery evergreen foliage
Evergreen Hedging  |Griselinia littoralis Griselinia 2.5x2 - Lime green foliage, tolerant of wind and salt
Evergreen Hedging Prunus lusitanica Portuguese Laurel 3x2 Summer (white flowers) |Dense, formal evergreen hedge

Native & Perennials |Geranium ‘Rozanne’ Cranesbill 0.4x0.6 June—October Long flowering, pollinator-friendly

Native & Perennials |Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine 0.6x0.4 May—June Native, informal, self-seeds moderately
Native & Perennials |Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’ Geum 0.6x0.4 April-September Long-lasting flowers, attractive to pollinators
Native & Perennials |Digitalis lutea Yellow Foxglove 0.8x0.3 May—July Safe foxglove alternative, pale yellow flowers

Native & Perennials |Campanula poscharskyana

Trailing Bellflower

0.3 x spreading

June—September

Hardy, trailing ground cover

Native & Perennials |Erigeron karvinskianus

Mexican Daisy

0.3 x spreading

June—October

Dainty daisy flowers, loved by bees

Native & Perennials |Stachys byzantina Lamb’s Ear 0.3x0.5 Summer Tactile, soft leaves, sensory value

Native & Perennials |Achillea millefolium Yarrow 0.6x0.4 Summer Native, flat flower heads, pollinator magnet
Native & Fruit Trees |Malus domestica (var. 'Discovery') Apple (Discovery) Spring Child-friendly apple tree, good cropper
Native & Fruit Trees |Pyrus communis (var. 'Conference') Pear (Conference) Spring Reliable UK pear variety, self-fertile

Native & Fruit Trees |Prunus avium Wild Cherry Spring Native cherry, spring blossom, edible fruit
Native & Fruit Trees |Corylus avellana Hazel Spring Native, catkins in spring, edible nuts

Native & Fruit Trees |Sorbus aucuparia Rowan / Mountain Ash Spring Berries for birds, attractive foliage

Native & Fruit Trees |Betula pendula Silver Birch Spring Light canopy, good for biodiversity

Native Shrub Mix Cornus sanguinea Common Dogwood May-June Attractive to polinators, strong winter colour

Native Shrub Mix Corylus avellana

Hazel

February-April

Edible nuts loved by wildlife, dense cover

Native Shrub Mix Rosa canina Dog Rose June-August Fragrant flowers, valuable for birds and pollinators
Native Shrub Mix Viburnum Latana Wayfaring Tree May-June Hardy shrub, provides nectar and berries

Native Shrub Mix Vibburnum opulus Guelder Rose May-July Seasonal colour, excellent for birds and pollinators
Tree Loss Mitigation |Sorbus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam |Spring Broad, dense canopy. White flowers in spring
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