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I am writing to object to the above planning application for the change of use of 102
Redwood Drive to a commercial purpose i.e. a Children’s Home. My objections are as
follows: 

1. Legally Binding Deed of Covenant The property is subject to a deed of covenant that
prohibits its primary use for business or commercial purposes. This restriction remains
legally binding and enforceable by neighbouring property owners, including myself. It
was put in place to protect the residential character of the area and continues to serve
that purpose. While I recognise that planning permission and covenants are legally
separate, approving this application would effectively encourage a direct breach of
covenant, exposing the applicant to legal action and undermining the integrity of
existing property protections. 

2. Loss of Residential Character The area is wholly residential in nature. Permitting a
commercial use in this setting would be wholly inappropriate and would erode the quiet
residential character that existing homeowners rely upon. Once commercial activity is
allowed, it sets a precedent that threatens the integrity of the neighbourhood. 

3. Noise and Anti-Social Behaviour I am concerned that by granting this application,
there will be an increase in noise and anti-social behaviour where there is already an
issue with this at the top of Redwood Drive opposite the address where the application
is for and also on Penine Business Park where there is clear evidence of drug abuse. 

4. Traffic and Parking Issues There is a drive at the front of the house with enough
room for one car. All other cars for staff, visiting social workers, other outside agencies,
emergency services etc. will have to use on road parking which will affect other
residents in close proximity to the address of application. There is a ‘turnaround’
opposite the property, which is supposed to be used for gritters/ refuse vehicles etc. to
turnaround and not be used for parking purposes as suggested by the applicant. On
top of this, there is only one way in/out of the estate meaning a higher volume of traffic
on Redwood Drive which will impact ALL residents as this is the final home at the end
of this road meaning any traffic to this address will have to pass the homes of all
residents to access this proposed home. 

5. Planning Precedent and Public Confidence Approving a use which conflicts so
clearly with private covenants risks creating unnecessary disputes between
neighbours, while also undermining public confidence in both the planning system and
local protections. For these reasons, I urge the council to refuse this application in the
strongest terms. The proposal is not only contrary to private legal restrictions, but also
harmful to the established residential character, peace, and amenity of the local area.


