Brooks

Ecological

Westcliffe Rise, Cleckheaton

ks
fetoh Sidebat 5 20000 4

AABLERd A0 T
T
400 Chb ) Vg i

Ecological Impact Assessment
12/07/2023

Mr. Sutcliffe



Ecological

smas’

Report reference

Author

Technical Review

QA

Authorised

Date
Report duration

ER-6693-02

Josh Birchall BSc (Hons) ACIEEM
Senior Ecologist

Sam Kitching BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Principal Ecologist

Charlie Foreman BSc (Hons)
Assistant Ecologist

Sam Kitching BSc (Hons) MCIEEM
Principal Ecologist

12/07/2023

In accordance with CIEEM (2019), unless otherwise stated the findings of
this report remain valid for a period of 18 months. After this period advice
should be sought on the scope of any updating work required.

Brooks Ecological Ltd has prepared this report for the sole use of Mr. Sutcliffe. The information which we have prepared and provided is in accordance with the CIEEM's Code of
Professional Conduct. We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions. This report does not constitute legal advice. The report is in
accordance with the agreement under which our services were performed. No warranty, express or implied, is made as to the advice in this report or any other service provided
by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party except the person, company, agent or any third party for whom the report is intended without the prior written
permission of Brooks Ecological Ltd. This report presents a snapshot of the site at the date it was surveyed; the conditions and the species recorded present, or likely absent, can
change rapidly. Resurvey is recommended to any third-party seeking reliance on this report. The content of this report may, in part, be based upon information provided by
others and on the assumption that all relevant information has been provided by those parties from whom it has been requested. Information obtained from any third party has
not been independently verified by Brooks unless otherwise stated in the report. This report is the copyright of Brooks Ecological Ltd. Unauthorised reproduction or usage by

any person is prohibited.
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Summary

The Site is occupied by low distinctiveness habitats. Much of the baseline vegetation was cleared in early 2022, to enable remediation works. Further clearance
works will be required to facilitate development.

Using the Defra Metric 4.0 Calculator tool, the scheme is expected to result in a gain in both Habitat and Hedgerow Units.

12/07/2023 4 Ecological Impact Assessment
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Introduction

1. Brooks Ecological Ltd was commissioned by Mr. Sutcliffe to carry out an ECOIOglcaI ImpaCt %
Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA) for their proposed residential Assessment (EC'A)
development at Westcliffe Rise, Cleckheaton. Checklist nesoctaTien of

Local Government Ecologists

2. The British Standard BS:42020 recommends that a proportional assessment o r—
R H e B B EclA Criteria
Of eCOlOg|Ca| Impacts ShOU|d be made - SUCh that deCISIOn maklng relatlng to (to ensure decisions are based on adequate information in accordance with Clauses 6.2 and 8.1 of BS42020:2013) :/: ;::E::r?:)
the NPPF ’‘mitigation hierarchy’, the planning balance’, and the use of
conditions is suitably informed.

1. Where pre-application advice has been received from the Local Planning Authority and/or an NGO and/
or statutory body (e.g. NE DAS, NRW DASJ, it has been fully accounted for in the EclA

Pre-app/
scope

2. The scope, structure and content of the EclA is in accordance with published good practice® "

3. Adequate” and up-to-date™
a. Desk study has been undertaken™
b. Phase 1 habitat survey (or equivalent) has been undertaken
c. Phase 2 ecology surveys have been undertaken (where necessary)™

3. The purpose of the EclA report is to use the information gathered, alongside
the proposals for the Site, to:

4. Allstatutory and non-statutory sites likely to be significantly affected are clearly and correctly identified

e identify any significant effects associated with the proposed
development,

5. All protected or priority species and priority habitats® likely to be significantly affected are clearly and
correctly identified, and adequate surveys have been undertaken to inform the baseline

6. Anyinvasive non-native plant species present are clearly and correctly identified

Surveys, Sites, Species and
Habitats

7. Where a separate PEA Report states that Phase 2 ecology surveys are required, these have been
undertaken in full and results submitted with the application (or lack of such surveys is justified)

e set out any mitigation (including monitoring) required to address
these effects, and to ensure compliance with legislation and policy,

8. The assessment is based on clearly defined development proposals along with relevant drawings/plans
(and any plans used are the same version number as those submitted with the application)

or
° |dent|fy suitable enhancement, The residual ecological effects are considered to be not significant at any geographical scale irespective
of the detailed proposals, and the s based on a worst-case-scenario
10. The report describes and assesses all likely significant effects effects)

Impacts and Effects
@

e identify measures required to secure mitigation and enhancement,

clearly stating the geographical scale of significance [where relevant)

11. The mitigation hierarchy has been clearly followed

. . . . . -
e identify and assess any residual effects and their legal, policy and & [ thereport
d | a. Clearly identifies the propased mitigation and compensation measures, and explains how these will
eve opment ma nagement consequences. = adequately address all likely significant adverse effects
g b. Includes, where necessary, proposals for post-construction monitoring
4. This report adapts the format set out in the Chartered Institute for Ecology B | omeioposed messures may be secured through planning concinons/oblgarions nc/
2

13. A summary table of proposed mitigation and compensation measures has been provided

and Environmental Management (CIEEM) guidelines for Ecological Report
Writing (December 2017). R

N

The need for any mitigation licences required in relation to protected species is clearly identified

15. Proposals to deliver ecological enhancement/Biodiversity Net Gain have been provided
16. Limitations* of the ecological work have been correctly identified and the implications explained
.
17. All relevant key timing issues (e.g. site vegetation clearance or roof removal) that may constrain or
Q. ly affect the proposed timing of devel have been identified
g
£ |18, Allecological work and surveys accord with published good practice methods and guidelines OR
£ deviation fram such guidelines is made clear and fully justified, and the implications for subsequent
conclusions and recommendations made explicit in the report™
© 19. All ecologists and surveyors hold appropriate species licences (where relevant) and/or have all necessary

competencies to carry out the work undertaken

20. The report dlearly identifies where the proposed development complies with relevant legislation
and policy, highlighting any possible non-compliance issues, and highlighting circumstances where
a conclusion cannot be drawn as it requires an assessment of non-ecological issues (such as socio-
ecanomic ones)

. The report provides a clear summary of losses and gains for biodiversity, and  justified conclusion of an
overall net gain for biodiversity

Conclusions
N
N

22. Justifiable conclusions™ based on sound professional judgement™ have been drawn as to the
significance of effects on any designated site, protected or priority habitat/species or other ecological
feature, and a justified scale of significance has been stated

12/07/2023 5 Ecological Impact Assessment
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MethOd Figure 1 Site area under assessment (re line)

Scope of Assessment

5. The application site 'the Site' encompasses a parcel of land, which was formerly
part of the garden of the adjacent property but has since been cleared for
development.

6. The assessment uses a 2km area of search around the Site for records of
protected and notable species and locally or nationally designated wildlife sites.

7. Ecological surveys and reports informing this assessment comprise of the
following:

e Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. Brooks Ecological, report reference
ER-6693-01. June 2023.

e Landscape Masterplan. Brooks Ecological, report reference DR-6693-
01 Rev A. July 2023.

Field Survey

8. Full details of the methodologies used and the results obtained are contained in
the relevant documents referenced above. Unless stated otherwise these
followed the relevant survey guidelines refenced in reports.

Desk Study

9. A full desk study including consideration of local biological records, aerial
photographs, local designations, and planning guidance has been carried out.

12/07/2023 6 Ecological Impact Assessment
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Assessment Method

10. In assessing the significance of effects, we refer to Section 5 of CIEEM (2018) -
that a ‘significant effect’ is an effect that either supports or undermines
biodiversity conservation objectives for ‘important ecological features’ or for
biodiversity in general. In relation to ecological features, we consider the
following factors in combination, including;

e the feature’s value on an ascending scale, from Site to international
value,

e thesite's position in the local landscape,
e its current management, and
e its size, rarity, or threats to its integrity

11. There are several tools available to aid this consideration, including established
frameworks such as Ratcliffe Criteria or concepts such as Favourable
Conservation Status. Also of help is reference to Biodiversity Action Plans in the
form of the Local BAP and Section 41 of the NERC Act (2006) to determine if the
Site supports any Priority Habitats or Habitats of Principal Importance, or
presents any opportunities in this respect.

12. The assessment considers the development proposals set out below, from which
the potential impacts can be summarised as:

e Vegetation and habitat removal

e Disturbance, pollution, or interference arising from the Site's
construction

e Disturbance, pollution, or interference arising from the Site’s operation

13. This report deals with any significant effects potentially arising from these
impacts. It looks at how the mitigation hierarchy can be applied to any effects
and the implications of any residual significant effects.

12/07/2023 7 Ecological Impact Assessment
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Ecology Baseline

A summary of the points salient to this assessment are set out below:
Designated Sites and Conservation Areas

Impacts on both Statutory (International and National) and Non-Statutory
designations or their interests have been ruled out at PEA Stage.

Habitats

As the Site was cleared in early 2022, in line with guidance the Site’s baseline
habitat unit value has been based on what was present on Site since January
2020.

The Site currently supports vacant/ derelict ground featuring several common
and locally abundant species which have been quick to colonise the Site, and a
small area of hardstanding. These areas are of very low or low distinctiveness.

The pre-existing habitats, used in the assessment, have been gleaned from aerial
imagery and based on what may be reasonably expected given its location and
use as a sub-urban garden. Pre-existing habitats of garden and trees are of low
to medium distinctiveness.

For the purposes of the BNG assessment the Site is considered to comprise of a
garden with a small number of trees, managed as amenity space.

12/07/2023

BROOKS ECOLOGICALLTD

Figure 2 The Site’s habitat baseline for assessment purposes
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20. The table below sets out the habitats at this Site and their relevance in this assessment.

Table 1 Site Habitats Summary

Habitat Feature Notes Valued at what scale
Vegetated Garden Appears to be fairly standard garden comprised primarily of lawns with some ornamental planting beds, managed for amenity Site level

purposes.
Urban trees Two trees appear to be present on Site assumed non-native species or cultivars and based on the garden of a medium size. Site level

12/07/2023 9 Ecological Impact Assessment
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21. The table below shows the Site’s habitats in terms of their measured Extent (ha or km) and Biodiversity Value (Habitat Units)- this is an excerpt from the DEFRA Biodiversity
Metric 3.1 Spreadsheet Calculator.

Figure 3 Site Habitats as defined in Biodiversity Net Gain calculations - Site Baseline'.

Existing area habitats Distinctiveness| Condition Strategic significance E;&;lsoeg_lcal
Required Action to Meet
- i Area . - . . Trading Rules Total habitat
Ref| Broad Habitat Habitat Type (Bectares) Distinctiveness| Condition Strategic significance f—
0 OENd Lars Condition 7 no | Same distinctiveness or better 010
o - Assessment 1 S

& 5 habitat required =
_ ] F fcom ot i _ -
0.0733 Medium Poor 0.28
local strategy ﬂ:

Total habitat areal 0.12

0.39

Site Area (Excluding area of Individual trees and Green walls) 0.05

" our report provides an estimate of the sites value in Biodiversity Units. This is based on thorough assessment at the time of survey and using the information available at this time. In this assessment we have used the latest
version of DEFRA's Biodiversity Metric Tool, the UK Habitats Classification and relevant guidance. This assessment requires subjective judgments to be made in terms of habitat type and condition and could be open to other

interpretations. Reliance on the Unit Score, or conversion of this into a monetary value, would be at the developer’s own risk. Where conversion to monetary value is required, it is always advisable to get calculations checked
independently.

12/07/2023 10 Ecological Impact Assessment
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Species and Species Groups

BROOKS ECOLOGICALLTD

22. Potential constraints relating to relevant groups were investigated through the surveys listed above. Those highlighted are of relevance to the Site and are referenced later in

the assessment.

Table 2 Summary of relevant faunal issues

Species/ Group (Feature)

Notes

Valued at what scale

N/A

No specific faunal issues have been identified

N/A

12/07/2023
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23.

24.

25.

Description of the
Proposed Development

Proposals are for the Sites re-development to
support two residential bungalows with
associated access and garden space.

Proposals have had the opportunity to respond
to the findings of the PEA and have built in all
potential avoidance - in terms of layout. The
following sections examine impacts resulting
from the proposals which has aimed to avoid
ecological impacts.

The following plans have been provided by the
client to inform this assessment:

e Landscape Masterplan. Brooks
Ecological DR-6693-01 Rev A. July
2023.

12/07/2023

Figure 4 Site layout and landscaping
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|mpaCtS and Eﬂ:eCtS of Figure 5 Development footprint in relation to existing on-Site habitats
Development

26. Figure 5 shows the development footprint (black
hatch) in relation to the mapped habitats.

27. The development footprint shows the sum extent
of proposed built development and associated
clearance works.

28. Most of the Site has already been cleared. A cut
and fill operation is also expected to achieve the
required levels, as such, further removal of
current habitats is expected.

12/07/2023 13 Ecological Impact Assessment
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Table 3 lists the anticipated Impacts and Effects associated with the proposals.

Impacts during Site Clearance Stage

1 Habitat will be removed from the Site by clearance using hand tools and machinery. Clearance

Much of the baseline habitat has already been cleared, however, further clearance work to achieve Site levels will likely be required.

Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Acting on Acting at scale
(Maximum)
1a | Direct habitat loss. There will be a loss of habitat generally which will be managed through the Biodiversity Low value habitats Site

Net Gain process.

Much of the existing habitat has already been lost from the Site as a result of remediation works undertaken
previously. Habitats that will be impacted by clearance works are of low ecological value, these habitats have
limited value to any notable or protected fauna, other than nesting birds.

1b | Disturbance. The noise and activity at the Site will render it and areas immediately off-site inhospitable to wildlife | N/A Site
during this period. However, the Site lies within a sub- urban setting; wildlife in this area is therefore likely to be
habituated to moderate noise levels and the effects of disturbance from this development site is unlikely to be

significant.

1c | Pollution. There is a very low potential for sediment or chemicals to be released from the Site. N/A N/A

1d | Potential effects on Protected Species. N/A N/A
Impacts during Construction Stage

2 | Construction activities will take place over c. 1 year. Construction will be of footings, drains and then above ground construction of buildings. Construction
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Acting on Acting at scale

(Maximum)
2a | Disturbance. The noise and activity at the Site will render it and areas immediately off-site inhospitable to wildlife | N/A Site

during this period. However, the Site lies within a sub-urban setting; wildlife in this area is therefore likely to be
habituated to moderate noise levels and the effects of disturbance from this development site is unlikely to be
significant.

12/07/2023 14 Ecological Impact Assessment
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2b | Pollution. There is a very low potential for sediment or chemicals to be released from the Site. Off site areas Local
Impacts during Construction Stage
3 | Landscaping activities will take place once the construction period is coming to an end. Construction
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Acting on Acting at scale
(Maximum)
3a | Damage to created habitat such as by storage of machinery or materials during the closing stages of Created habitats Site

construction.

3b | Pollution. There is the potential for hazardous chemicals (i.e. herbicides, insecticides, fertilisers) to be used Created habitats Site
on new habitats by the owners. This could lead to increased mortality of vegetation or make it harder for
habitats to be created in line with the Defra Metric.

3c | Inappropriate habitat creation or management techniques could mean that the proposals fail to deliver All habitats and species Site
on BNG commitments

Impacts during Operation Stage
4 | The Site will be populated. Houses will be inhabited. Presence of domestic pets may increase. Retained and created habitat will be managed by Operation
the owners.
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Acting on (feature) Acting at scale
(Maximum)
4a | Damage to retained and created habitat such as by inappropriate use, littering, release of invasive species. | New habitats Site
4b | Disturbance. Noise, lighting and increased human activity at the Site will be present of a lower order and will | N/A Site
likely be tolerable to species habituated to the urban conditions prevailing locally.

12/07/2023 15 Ecological Impact Assessment
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The presence of dogs and cats may result in some predation, but this area will already be affected by these
species to a lesser degree.

4c | In the absence of correct management created habitats will not provide the necessary biodiversity units
committed to through the BNG process.

New habitats

Site

12/07/2023 16
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Mitigation & Residual Effects

BROOKS ECOLOGICALLTD

29. Where feasible, the avoidance of unnecessary impacts has been considered at the design stage and worked into the Site Layout plan. The proposals will incorporate the
following mitigation in relation to the identified effects above, as set out in the table below.

30. Habitat creation and management will be considered in the context of the proposals to achieve the calculated BNG position are set out (and committed to) in the plan below.
Low maintenance habitats have been included in the design in order to improve the likelihood of the BNG position being achieved.

31. Achieving the required Biodiversity Net Gain position will ensure that effects relating to habitat loss are addressed - both in respect of the habitats identified as valued features,
and also the lower value habitats which would previously have been scoped out of Impact Assessments. Our impact assessment therefore only highlights where habitats
present place a particular constraint on the protection of, or delivery of habitats on Site; or on off-set agreements.

Table 4 lists the mitigation put in place to address the effects identified in table 5.1

Mitigation during Site Clearance

Stage

1 Habitat will be removed from the Site by clearance and soil stripping using heavy machinery.

Clearance

Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation

Mitigation / Compensation

Residual Magnitude

1a | Direct habitat loss.

By complying with the Biodiversity Net Gain policy, the scheme will ensure
that overall, the impacts of habitat loss will be fully addressed, either on Site,
or through offsetting.

This document shows the creation of new habitats, in line with the Defra
Metric.

The proposals could additionally detail the provision of faunal features, such
as bird nesting and bat roosting boxes, and hedgehog access through
gardens.

Minor Positive

12/07/2023
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BROOKS ECOLOGICALLTD

Mitigation during Construction

Stage

2 | Construction activities will take place over a 1 year period. Construction of access and sewers will be followed by footings and then above | Construction
ground construction of buildings.
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Mitigation / Compensation Residual Magnitude
2a | Disturbance. The noise and activity at the Site will render it, and areas | The main contractors CEMP will detail time limits to work on Site. | Neutral
immediately off-Site, inhospitable to wildlife during this period. However, some level of disturbance is unavoidable though it is
expected wildlife will be accustomed to it a sub-urban area.
2b | Pollution. There is the potential for sediment or chemicals to be The contractors CEMP which will detail the appropriate storage of | Neutral
released from the Site. machinery and materials.
Mitigation during Construction Stage
3 | Landscaping activities will take place period during the construction period and will follow the main construction works Construction
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Mitigation / Compensation Residual Magnitude
3a | Damage to new habitat such as by storage of machinery or materials | Any habitats created prior to the end of the construction period Neutral
in these areas. will be adequately protected from development e.g. by fencing
when required. This will be detailed in the contractors CEMP.
3b | Pollution. There is the potential for spills of hazardous chemicals (i.e. | The contractors CEMP which will detail the appropriate storage of | Neutral
fuel) which could lead to increased mortality of, or make it harder for machinery and materials.
new habitats to be established in line with the Defra Metric.
3c | Inappropriate habitat creation or management techniques could Low maintenance, low distinctiveness habitats have been included | Neutral
mean that the proposals fail to deliver on BNG commitments within the design which will help value retention.
3d | Exclusion of wildlife from the developed Site - physically via the Landscaping has been designed to facilitate wildlife access Neutral
creation of additional barriers or through the lack of provided habitat | around the Site.
12/07/2023 18 Ecological Impact Assessment
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Mitigation during Operation Stage
4 | The Site will be populated. Houses will be inhabited. Presence of domestic pets may increase. Operation
Significant Effects - in the absence of mitigation Mitigation/Compensation Residual Magnitude
4a | Damage to created habitat such as by inappropriate use, littering, Landscaping has been designed to accommodate access and Neutral
release of invasive species. amenity use. All landscaped areas will fall within private
ownership.
4b | Disturbance. The noise and activity at the Site will be present of a | Landscaping is designed to support wildlife already present in the | Neutral
lower order and will likely be acceptable to species habituated to the | surrounding sub-urban area.
urban conditions prevailing locally. The presence of dogs and cats may
result in some predation and displacement.
4c | In the absence of correct management created habitats may not | Landscaping has been designed which can be easily or poorly | Neutral
provide the necessary biodiversity units committed to through the | managed and still achieve the anticipated score with the
BNG process. biodiversity metric. .
4d | Exclusion of wildlife from the developed Site - physically or through | Landscaping has been designed to facilitate wildlife access around | Neutral
the lack of provided habitat the Site.
12/07/2023 19
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Biodiversity Net Gain

There will be a requirement for the proposals to secure a Biodiversity Net Gain
(BNG) (in accordance with BS:8683) at a level determined by the Local Planning
Authority (LPA in line with their own policies and guidance in the NPPF).

Calculations setting out the position of the proposals in relation to BNG are set
out below. These are based on the Landscape masterplan plan available at this
time. Habitat types which will need to be applied to the proposals to achieve the
calculated BNG position are set out (and committed to) in the plan opposite.
These are considered realistic and achievable.

Achieving the required Biodiversity Net Gain position will ensure that effects
relating to habitat loss are addressed - both in respect of the habitats identified
as valued features, and also the lower value habitats which would historically
have been scoped out of Impact Assessments.

Net Gain Calculations

The proposals will lead to an overall gain in habitat units, of 0.1 Habitat Units
(24.88%) predicted and a gain in hedgerow units of 0.15 Units, from 0 Units. The
proposals also satisfy the Trading Rules.

Most of the habitat units are achieved with the planting of 8 new trees whilst a
new native hedgerow is shown around much of the periphery of the Site.

The client has been provided with a full copy of the Biodiversity Metric 4.0
Calculation Tool.

12/07/2023
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Figure 6 Post development habitat types
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Figure 7 Headline Summary extracted from Biodiversity Metric 3.1 Calculator tool
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Figure 8 Trading Summary
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Trading Summary
Trading Rule Trading Satisfied?
Bespoke compensation Likely to be required % =
Same habitat required = Yes
|Same broad habitat or a higher distinctiveness habitat required (2)| Yes
C Same distinciveness or betier habitai required = Yes v
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38.

39.

40.

Timing Issues

Standard constraints will apply to nesting birds and vegetation clearance.
Cumulative Effects

None have been identified due to the nature of the proposals occupying a small
area and the sub-urban location.

Offsite Measures or Compensation

The scheme is expected to result in a 24.88% net gain for habitat units on-site
and also gain in hedgerow units where before none were present on Site.

Enhancement

41. Opportunities to provide further enhancements such as bird and bat boxes
could be detailed in an addendum to the Landscaping Plan documents, to be
produced as a standard condition of planning.

12/07/2023
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

BROOKS ECOLOGICALLTD

Monitoring

Given the Site will be a private residence any agreement for post construction
monitoring will need to be agreed separately.

A planning condition requesting evidence of the planting of post development
habitats prior to occupation could be put in place to show habitats have been
established.

Policy and Legislation

Given the implementation of the mitigation set out above, it is anticipated that
the proposals will comply with the relevant policy and legislation relating to
wildlife and ecology.

Conclusion

Mitigation to be agreed by standard conditions of planning will be able to
address all significant effects resulting from the development.

The scheme is expected to result in a minor net gain for biodiversity on-site.

Ecological Impact Assessment
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